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Dear Columba Parents and Friends, 
 
The past fortnight has celebrated many achievements by students 
and has also been challenging as we deal with the ever changing 
Covid-19 pandemic. 
 
Our first Immersion trip to Santa Teresa, an Indigenous 
community near Alice Springs was held, with students and staff 
inspired and humbled by the experience. 
 
The wonderful Catholic Schools’ Carnival, which is unique to the 
diocese, was held last weekend. Columba hosted 7 Catholic 
schools in a carnival including Rugby League, Netball and 
Debating. The Columba Rugby League team was victorious, our 
Netball team made it to the final and our Junior and Senior 
Debating teams performed well against St Margaret Mary’s. I 
thank the Principals of St Margaret Mary’s, Gilroy Santa Maria, 
Good Shepherd Catholic College, St Teresa’s College Abergowrie 
and Southern Cross Catholic College for their support in sending 
teams to the carnival. Congratulations is extended to Dan Kyle as 
convenor of the carnival for his tireless work and organisation. 
There were many volunteers throughout the carnival, with special 
mention to the Boarding team of staff and students. Thank you. 
 
We proudly celebrated the achievements of our many NQ 
representatives in Rugby League, Rugby Union and Swimming and 
celebrated the achievements of two Year 12 girls - Meg Kingham 
and Jasmine Thompson at the Zonta International Women’s Day 
dinner. 

 
Our staff have been attending professional development in 
learning enrichment areas as well as senior QCAA seminars to 
ensure students are well equipped to advance their learning. 
 
The Lenten season of fasting, almsgiving and prayer 
continues, with students reflecting in Religion classes and 
Masses about the season, its meaning and its significance, as 
we approach Easter. 
 
The emerging Covid-19 issues have meant that the College 
has been continually planning and discussing scenarios for 
response. I am truly grateful to parents, staff, students and 
community members for their calm, thoughtful and valued 
approach of support and communication with the College in 
these uncertain times. I will be responding to any changes in 
circumstances and constantly liaise with Townsville Catholic 
Education, the Queensland Catholic Education Commission 
and Queensland Health, to ensure our information is up to 
date and clear. 
 

Best wishes for the fortnight ahead. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  Candi Dempster 
  PRINCIPAL 

Courage  Commitment  Compassion 
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WEEK 6 

SHOWING RESPECT FOR ALL TEACHERS, STAFF AND VISITORS TO 
THE CLASSROOM 

Prep  Carter Wassmuth  

Year 1  Jessica Scharf 

Year 2  Klancie Wassmuth 

Year 3  Tyler Scharf 

Year 4  Robert Hando 

Year 5  Baylee Kerr 

Year 6A Kalarnie Seesink 

Year 6B Kai Lindsay 

WEEK 7 

FOLLOW CLASS ROUTINES AND EXPECTATIONS THAT SUPPORT 
MY LEARNING 
Prep  Audrey Bennetto 
Year 1  Georgia Stout 
Year 2  Elena Lindsay 
Year 3  Caitlyn Cavanagh 
Year 4  Clayte Bryant 
Year 5  Ava Ramm 
Year 6A Edward Archer 
Year 6B Sally Sproat 
 

WEEK  7 

RESPECT FOR THE ENVIRONMENT  

DEMONSTRATES PRIDE IN THE COLLEGE GROUNDS AND FACILITIES 

Year 7  Bailey Macpherson 

Year 8  Magnus Rontaunay 

Year 9  Larrissa Tindale 

Year 10 Denaisa Woibo 

Year 11 Jemima Neilson 

Year 12 Megan Kingham 

Name:               Telfer Robertson 

Hometown:     Sydney, but I much prefer Brisbane.               

Subjects taught:    All Sciences, Senior Chemistry. 

Favourite Foods:   Has to be anything Seafood. I cannot get enough of that! 

Hobbies:   Cycling, Films and good old fashioned BBQ. Trying to Learn German.  

    

On Tuesday 17 March, Jasmine Thompson and Megan 

Kingham received awards from the Zonta Club of 

Charters Towers. Jasmine Thompson was awarded the 

Zonta Club of Charters Towers Young Women in Public 

Affairs Award. Megan was awarded one of two bursaries 

awarded to girls in Years 11 and 12 studying at a 

Charters Towers secondary school. Both girls were 

presented their cheques by Robyn Pratt at assembly.  

Congratulations Jasmine and Megan. 

 



The start to the 2020 school year has been a positive one. The Seniors 
have led very well this year and are a credit to themselves, their 
families and their school. I am certainly proud to be associated with 
this fine group of young men and women.   
 

At the time of writing this article, it is Week 8, which means that all of 
the College’s students are in the midst of addressing their curricular 
and extracurricular commitments. It is at this time that our students 
are called to show resilience in meeting their academic commitments 
if they are to achieve their academic potential. Time management, 
adequate sleep, access to a good nutritional regime, along with 
moderate levels of exercise, will provide the solid foundations for 
optimising academic outcomes. At the end of the term, families will 
receive their child/ren’s report cards. It will be a good opportunity for 
parents and caregivers to sit down and discuss their child/ren’s 
academic progress and what needs to be done to improve on their 
academic performance. There tends to be  a high correlation between 
effort and academic success, and engaging in productive study, as 
opposed to the amount of time studying, will go a long way towards 
students achieving very good academic results.       

 

Over the weekend of 13 & 14 March, Columba hosted for the 6th 
consecutive year, the Catholic Schools’ Carnival, whereby the Open 
Girls competed for the St Mary’s Shield in Netball, the Open Boys 
competed for the Mt Carmel Shield in Rugby League and the Junior 
and Senior Debating teams competed for the Catholic Schools 
Debating Shield. St Margaret Mary's College (Townsville), St 
Catherine’s Catholic College (Proserpine), Southern Cross Catholic 
College (Townsville), Gilroy Santa Maria College (Ingham), Good 
Shepherd Catholic College (Mt Isa), St Teresa’s College 
(Abergowrie),  and Columba all participated in the competition. In the 
debating, both Senior and Junior debating teams versed St Margaret 
Mary's College. Unfortunately, for the second year in a row, the girls 
placed second in both divisions. The Columba Firsts Netball team 
played the favourites of the competition, St Margaret Mary's College 
in the final. The girls played extremely well and went down 32 to 25 in 
a very enthralling encounter. The Columba Firsts Rugby League team 
played Good Shepherd Catholic College in the Grand Final, winning the 
game 26 to 6. Bailey Bliss won ‘Player of the Carnival’ for his 

outstanding contribution to the team’s success. Overall, it was a 
very successful carnival. I would like to thank all of the people who 
assisted with the carnival in any way, especially Llana Fuller for 
organising the catering, Michelle Burns for organising the Netball 
and Alison Clifton for overseeing the Debating.  
 

I now turn your attention to student punctuality. Recently, there 
have been a number of students identified who are frequently late 
to school. I strongly urge families to ensure that their child/ren are 
at school on time ready for learning. Students who are 
consistently late to school interrupt their own learning and that of 
other students.  I ask that this is improved next term. 
 

In regards to student pick-ups on Mount Carmel of an afternoon, 
parents and guardians are to use the Columbia Street student 
collection point. In the afternoon, the top entrance (Racecourse 
road) is used to drop off and pick up boarders to and from the St 
Mary’s campus. To maintain a safe as possible environment, 
parents and guardians should not be driving onto the campus to 
collect their children.   There are parking  areas on Hacket Terrace 
and Columbia Street. 
 
On another administration matter, parents and guardians are to 
check their children’s diaries for homework. The student diary is a 
good communication medium for communication between 
parents and staff. 
 
On Friday 20 March, Columba will participate in the National Day 
against Bullying and Violence (NDABV). This week at Assembly, 
College seniors will talk about NDABV day and its importance to 
the Columba community.  Belonging, connection, inclusivity and 
positive relationships are important touchstones for the good 
fabric of our school community and it is through events/
awareness days such as this, that we can ensure Columba is  a safe 
and welcoming school. 
 
Dan Kyle 
DEPUTY PRINCIPAL - PASTORAL/RESIDENTIAL 
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After initial activities on sun safety, in readiness for swimming classes, the 
children from P-3 were well prepared in how to prevent skin damage whilst 
participating in all outdoor pursuits. 
 
Following these lessons, P-1 children engaged enthusiastically with Dental 
staff on how to clean and maintain their teeth. 
 
For the remainder of the term, Prep and Year 1 are learning about ‘Growing 
and Changing.’ The children are exploring their feelings, strengths and 
achievements and how these contribute to their unique identities. 
 
‘Is my Classroom a Healthy, Safe and Fun Place?’ is the Year 2 unit. The 
children will investigate the concept of what health is and which foods and 
activities make them healthy. They will explore opportunities in the 
classroom environment where healthy and safe practices can be 
implemented. The children will also identify the actions that they can apply 
to keep themselves and others healthy and safe in their classroom. 
 
Year 3 are ‘Good Friends.’ They will investigate different types of friendships; 
examine the qualities we look for in a friend as well as their roles and 
responsibilities. The children will also learn how to communicate respectfully 
with friends to resolve conflict and challenging issues in friendships. 
 
Deirdre Martell 
SM CAMPUS TEACHER 
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We have had a fantastic start to the year in Prep. Students have made a 
smooth transition to school life, settling into the daily routines and 
expectations of our classroom.  
 
Our year started with a gingerbread hunt as we searched the St Mary’s 
Campus for our missing gingerbread who ran away from our oven. As 
we went on an adventure to find our missing friends we were 
orientated to many new buildings and people. These buildings and 
people are now very familiar to us and we love the opportunity to 
revisit them.  
 
Throughout English we have been exploring the alphabet as we begin to 
identify letters and the sounds they make. We have enjoyed building 
this knowledge through collage, craft, painting, singing and movement, 
especially our new creative play alphabet caterpillar. As well as 
identifying our letters we have also been working on our handwriting, in 
particular, our letter formations.  
 
During Mathematics, we have been discovering different numbers and 
shapes. The students have been exposed to many hands-on experiences 
to help build their number and shape knowledge.  
 
In Religion, we have connected with God through prayer. We have 
learnt the importance of prayer and why we pray, as well as engaging in 
many different prayers and celebrations. We have also been exploring 
some stories in the Bible which have encouraged us to follow the 
example of those who have put their faith in God and left us with an 
important message.  
 
During Science we have been exploring living and non-living things. We 
embarked on a scavenger hunt around the campus to search for all 
things living and non-living. Students have also been looking at how we 
can help living things survive. In our Technology unit we have been 
planning to create bird feeders so we can help birds find food. After 
collecting some recyclable materials we are ready to begin creating our 
bird feeders.  
 
In HASS, students have been exploring our families and how much we 
have grown. We have loved discovering how much we have all grown 
through sharing our baby photos during show and share. We have also 
looked at the stages of growth and the important milestones 
throughout each stage. 
 
The Prep students have loved getting to know the older students of the 
school, especially our Year 5 buddies. We look forward to meeting with 
our buddies and learning from them.  
 
Lara Burns 
PREP TEACHER 



Year 3 commenced the 2020 school year with energy and enthusiasm. 
Mrs Christensen and Mrs Martell have been very impressed by their 
behaviour and eagerness to learn. 
 
We have been ‘Journeying with Jesus’ in Religious Education lessons. 
Our journey began with the Birth of Jesus and the class has enjoyed 
retelling significant events in Jesus’ life. 
 
Preparations for NAPLAN have begun and Year 3 are becoming 
acquainted with the format, styles and range of questioning that they 
are likely to encounter later in May. There are specific online sites for 
the students to engage with also.  
 
Writing lessons have been a ‘hive of activity’ with students 
constructing Expositions. Many students are really developing their 
abilities to persuade and entertain their audience. Reading Groups 
are working really well and we have several parents who have 
become regular helpers in our room. 
 
In Mathematics, students have been exposed to a range of concepts 
across all strands of the Mathematics curriculum. Concepts covered 
so far include, reading and interpreting tables, place value, 
developing mental strategies to add and subtract and multiply, 
naming and classifying 2D and 3D shapes….the list goes on! 
 
The students have also been enthusiastic scientists this term! We 
have been looking at different heat sources and what makes a good 
conductor and insulator.  
 
During Technology lessons, we have been focusing on how digital 
systems are made up of hardware, software and peripheral devices. 
We then had a look at what an information system is (such as the 
library borrowing system that Mrs Smith uses.) 
 
Our Health lessons have been centred around Sun Safety and being 
great friends to one another. We have been focusing on building 
supportive friendships. Year 3 are participating in The Zones of 
Regulation Program with Mrs Salisbury and Mrs Milton and we are 
developing a greater awareness of our emotions and the emotional 
responses of others. 
 
The group shares a great interest in the past. HASS lessons have 
explored our Indigenous and Torres Strait Islander connections to the 
land as well as the arrival of European settlers.  
 
This is just a small ‘snapshot’ of what has been happening in our class. 
It is hard to believe we have been at school for so long. Time flies 
when you are having fun! 
 
Mrs Christensen and Mrs Martell 
YEAR 3 TEACHERS 



Shine at Columba 

INFORMATION FOR YEARS 3, 5, 7 & 9 PARENTS  
 
Columba Catholic College students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 will be 
undertaking NAPLAN testing online in May this year. The 2020 NAPLAN 
online test window starts on the 12 May and finishes on the 22 May 2020.  
 
All students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 are expected to participate in NAPLAN 
tests.  
 
On Monday 30 March and Tuesday 31 March students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 
9 will participate in practice tests. It is important that all students complete 
these tests to familiarise themselves with the tests and the online 
platform. 
 
The National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) 
assesses literacy and numeracy skills. NAPLAN is a point-in-time 
assessment that allows parents to see how their child is progressing in 
literacy and numeracy against the national standard and compared with 
their peers throughout Australia. At the classroom level, NAPLAN provides 
additional information to support teachers’ professional judgement about 
student progress. 
 
Parents and caregivers of students in years 3, 5, 7 and 9 need to be aware 
of important information relating to privacy, which can be found on the 
NAPLAN Online Queensland website’s parent information page (http://
nap.edu.au/naplan/privacy) as well as the information in the fact sheet 
about NAPLAN Online – Information for Parents and Carers.  
(https://www.nap.edu.au/naplan/parent-carer-support) 
 
If you require any further information , please contact Joanne Andrews or 
Maria Peck. 
 
 
Joanne Andrews  
DEPUTY PRINCIPAL - ST. MARY’S CAMPUS 
Maria Peck 
DEPUTY PRINCIPAL - ADMINISTRATION 

Prep ‐ Year 12 Parent / Student/Teacher Interviews will be 
held on Monday 20 April from 3.30pm – 6.30pm.  
 
P-6 Interviews will take place on the St. Mary’s Campus 
and Years 7 - 12 interviews will take place on the Mt. 
Carmel Campus in the Dining Room. Please allow time to 
travel between campuses when booking interviews.  
 
Bookings can be made from Friday 3 April until Friday 17 
April 2020. Instructions on how to book interviews will be 
emailed on Friday 3 April.  
 
Students are requested to attend Parent / Student / 
Teacher interviews in their day uniform. This will provide 
students with an opportunity to express their needs and 
set goals in partnership with parents / caregivers and 
teachers for Term 2. 
 
If the College does not have your current email address, 
please contact the office as soon as possible to provide us 
with your email address.  
 
Parents / caregivers of boarders who are unable to attend 
the interviews can request a phone interview with 
teaching staff. Please book an interview time with the 
teacher/s you would like to meet with and then email the 
office (office@columba.catholic.edu.au) to let the College 
know you would like a phone interview and provide us 
with the time booked and best phone number to contact 
you on. This information will be passed onto the teachers 
concerned.  
 
Joanne Andrews 
DEPUTY PRINCPAL - ST. MARY’S CAMPUS 
Maria Peck 
DEPUTY PRINCIPAL - ADMINISTRATION 

Year 7-12 Term One Progress Reports will be emailed to all parents and 

students at the end of the term. Please ensure the College has your correct 

email address as they will not be posted. 

https://www.nap.edu.au/naplan/parent-carer-support
mailto:office@columba.catholic.edu.au
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Lions Youth of the Year is a prestigious event for 
young people to have the opportunity to experience 
an interview situation in a friendly environment and 
a chance to practise their public speaking skills. Year 
12 student and College Captain, Jasmine Thompson, 
was fortunate enough to be sponsored by the 
Dalrymple Lions’ Club for the Youth of the Year 
Program. On the weekend, Jasmine travelled to 
Townsville to compete in the Zone Final. This 
involved a process of an interview on Saturday, and 
a presentation of a prepared and two impromptu 
speeches on Sunday. During the interviews, 
contestants were questioned on their general 
knowledge of international, state and local issues, 
including the coronavirus pandemic, Tik Tok 
challenges, and our local election campaign. The initiatives taken at school, 
activities & involvement outside school, school academic achievements and 
presentation during the interview were also evaluated. 
 
Jasmine’s prepared speech, titled ‘Moving the Goalposts, Extending the 
Laneropes’, was based on how swimming has impacted her approach to 
almost everything she does, and how by embracing challenges, persisting, 
and working hard everyone can become the best version of themselves. For 
Jasmine’s impromptu speeches, she responded to the topics of “your 
youthful decisions should not impact your adult life” and “there is power in a 
smile”. Jasmine spoke extremely well in this and was commended highly by 
the judges.  
 
Dr Alison Clifton     
MIDDLE LEADER - ENGLISH         
 
 

EXTERNAL ASSESSMENT TIMETABLE UPDATE 

The External Assessment timetable for General 
subjects will be publicly available on the QCAA 
website from Monday 20 March (last week of Term 
1). 
 
SUMMATIVE ASSESSMENT – SUBJECT RESULTS 
Year 12 students enrolled in General subjects have 
recently completed their first internal assessment 
instrument. Once subject teachers have marked 
and moderated the student responses, students 
will receive a ‘provisional mark’. This mark will be 
numerical and reflect the percentage the specific 
task is awarded for the subject. For example, the 
first internal assessment item for Biology (Data 
Test) is worth 10 per cent of the course. Students 
will be given a provisional numerical result 
between 0 and 10.  
 
The marks will remain provisional until after they 
have been reviewed at QCAA confirmation events. 
The first Confirmation event will take place during 
Week 1 of Term 2. At the Confirmation events 
trained confirmers will review student results and 
work. Confirmed results will then be available to 
students via the  MyQCE Portal. 
 
Maria Peck 
DEPUTY PRINCIPAL - ADMINISTRATION 
 


