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Dear members of the Columba Catholic College community, 
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Dear Parents and Friends of Columba, 
 
It has been a wonderful beginning to the year, with students 
enthusiastic, settled, ready to learn and get involved in the many co 
curricular offerings at the College. We welcome our new students to 
the College, with lots of new faces and families enriching our College 
community and its diversity. 
 
There are also a number of new staff of teachers, household and 
residential house parents doing the same. They are:  
 
At St Mary’s Campus: 
 Lara Burns - Prep  
 Jessica Allison - Year 6A 
 Alexandra Benedetto - 6B 
 Samuel De Waele - HPE teacher Year 4 to Year 6 
 
At Mt Carmel Campus: 
 Tiffany Apap - Religion, English, Humanities 
 Samuel De Waele - HPE, Digital Technologies, Mathematics  
 Shanaal De Zoysa - Mathematics  
 Dean Johnston - Design Technologies - Wood and Metal and 

Science 
 Melinda O’Connor - English and Humanities 
 Neelam Raj - English, Humanities 
 Telfer Robertson - Chemistry and Science 
 Rebekah Skrinis - HPE and English 
 Jim Stavridis - Physics, Science and Mathematics 
 
Household staff: 
 Imelda Elgezawy - cook 
 Sharon Carr - cook 
 
Residential Staff: 
 Wesley Smith - Residential House Parent - Boys’ Boarding 
 
Gap Students: 

 Dewald Heenop 

  Kayla Hewitt 

  Ashley Porter 

  Augustine Ricketts 
 
 

Dr Charly Muke - Middle Leader Mathematics takes two years 
leave, commencing Monday 10 February to return to PNG to his 
home province Jiwaka to be Program Manager - Education.  We 
wish Charly all the best in his new endeavours.  Sophia Michaelis 
has been appointed Acting Middle Leader - Mathematics for the  
year. 
 
With strong enrolments and growing interest in our College, we 
have also undertaken some refurbishment and building works 
over the holiday break, with: the Good Samaritan Residence in 
Girls’ Boarding extension completed; the kitchen at Mt Carmel 
refurbished; new bed bays and cabinetry in Boys Boarding in each 
residence and the commencement of extensive building works on 
a contemporary, purpose built Year 11 and 12 Senior precinct 
that will be ready for use in Term 2. 
 
This year sees the implementation of the College wide Positive 
Behaviour Framework, based around the ‘Big 5’ behaviour values 
of Respect for Self; Respect for Others; Respect for Learning; 
Respect for the Environment and Respect for Traditions. The ‘Big 
5’ is centred around our core College Values of Courage, 
Commitment and Compassion, through which, we ask students 
to draw strength from to live out the ‘Big 5’ at Columba. All 
students across Years 5 to 12 have an explanation of the ' Big 5’ in 
their student diary as a reminder and tool for use. There have 
been student sessions about what this looks like across Prep to 
Year 12, with the SRC on both campuses designing posters and 
signage to represent this around the grounds and in classrooms.  
 
The new Parent Handbook,  accessible on the College website 
outlines this for you, as well as the routines, expectations and 
other information that can be a handy reference guide for 
parents. The CSPA meeting on Monday 2 March will have a full 
explanation of the ‘Big 5’ for parents, so mark this date in your 
diaries. 
 
Also launched is the College’s Strategic Plan for 2020 to 2024. This 
is also available on the College website under the ‘School 
Improvement section’ in About Us. This gives the community the 
connection and confidence in the direction that College is heading 
in, over the next 5 years. The document is titled : The Columba 
Future. I commend this to you to strengthen your connection to 
the College and be part of our exciting endeavours as we strive to 
have your children reach their potential in our dynamic College. 

One College. Two Campuses. Countless Opportunities 



Students and staff will support the 6.00pm Parish Mass on Saturday 22nd February at St Columba’s Church. All P‐12 
students, parents and staff are invited and encouraged to attend. Prep students are to wear their Sports uniform, Year 
1‐6 students their Day School uniform and Year 7‐12 students their Formal uniform.  After Mass there will be a BBQ.  
All funds raised will be donated to the Parish.  Please join us. 

Shine at Columba 

The Columba Catholic College Youth Group will meet at 5.00 p.m. on 
Saturday 8 February in the Parish Office. 
ALL PRIMARY AND SECONDARY STUDENTS ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND. 

St Mary’s Campus  

Campus Leaders Imogen Geaney & Ethan Ford 
 
SRC Leader Jet Ives 
 
House Captains 

Benjamin  Grace Flood & Jackson Walsh  

McAuley  Grace Scholes & Kai Lindsay  

Polding  Ella MacPherson & Lawson Day  

Rice  Lara Cavanagh & Edward Archer 

 
 
Mt. Carmel Campus  
 
Captains:   Bree-Anna Meehan & Jasmine Thompson 
 
Vice Captains: Megan Kingham & Alan Stone  
 
SRC Prefects 

Mission and Liturgy Prefect  Megan Kingham  

Spirit and Engagement Prefect Isabelle Ahern  

Social Justice Prefect   Beyanca Kepo  

Academics and Learning Prefect Jorja Lococo 

 
House Captains 
Benjamin  Chloe McHugh & Sam Wilson 

McAuley  Bridie White & Jaidyn Osborne 

Polding  Jasmine Thompson & Neeve Gallagher  

Rice  Charlize Griffiths & Sherry Singh 

 
Residential Captains   Isabelle Ahern & Heath Treacy  

   
 

We have also celebrated excellent growth in literacy and numeracy 
across the College, with Columba being the third best performing 
NAPLAN school in Townsville in Years 3,5,7 and 9 across all education 
systems of schools and Colleges, and the best performing school in the 
Charters Towers region. This is no chance occurrence. It is based on 
knowing your children, clear teaching and precise learning in 
classrooms. It is based on students having confidence in themselves and 
the learning process - inside and outside of classrooms, so they can do 
their best. This then articulates into all the assessments we conduct 
with students - one of which is NAPLAN. It is encouraging to be 
acknowledged for our everyday hard work and skill. 
 
 

I look forward to seeing many of you next week at our Opening 
Celerbation of the Word  and Induction of Student Leaders at St Mary’s 
Campus at 8.45am next Wednesday 12 February.  
 
Best wishes for the fortnight ahead. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

  Candi Dempster 
  PRINCIPAL 

The Opening Celebration of the Word and Induction of Student Leaders will 
be held at 8.45 am on Wednesday 12th February 2020,  St Mary’s Campus 
Undercovered Area.  All parents and friends of the College are invited to 
attend.  Years 7-12 students are to be dropped off at the St Mary’s Campus 
by 8.25am.  Students are to meet their Pastoral Care Teachers on the Anne 
St side of the St Mary’s Oval. Years 7-12 students will be bussed back to the 
Mt. Carmel Campus following the Celebration of The Word. 
 

FORMAL UNIFORM IS TO BE WORN BY YEARS 7-12 STUDENTS. 



Dear Parents and Caregivers, 
 
A warm welcome to new and returned families for the start of our 
school year.  It was a rainy and wet beginning to the year, but we all 
managed to work together in the first few days to prepare ourselves 
for alternate play, establish routines and meet new friends.   I would 
like to welcome our new teachers to the St. Mary’s campus: Miss 
Burns (Prep), Miss Benedetto (Yr 6B) and Miss Allison (Yr 6A).  Our 
new teachers bring a range of experiences, energy and enthusiasm 
to their classrooms and have had a great start to the year.  One of 
the first activities for our Prep children was an orientation around 
the campus as they became familiar with the library, admin offices, 
play areas and the staff that work in these areas.   On the hunt for 
the gingerbread man that had run away from the Prep classroom, 
our students were keen to see if Mrs Mitchell, Mrs Smith, Mrs 
Salisbury, Mrs Andrews or Mr O’Connor haD seen the gingerbread 
man in his travels.  They were very excited when some crumbs were 
found outside Mr. O’Connor’s office and raced back to Prep to find 
he had returned to the classroom.   Our youngest students are 
settling into their routines as they continue to engage in the whole 
school community in a range of activities.   
 
Another exciting addition to the play areas in the holidays was the 
stenciling of pavement games and activities around the campus.   
Students have been out and about this week jumping, spinning and 
hopping on snakes and ladders and testing their physical fitness 
around the activity track. Class buddy groups have also had the 
chance to meet each other last week as they begin to form their 
friendships and peer support activities when they meet throughout 
the term. 
 
At our Parent Information sessions on Tuesday, teachers provided 
an outline of  the year ahead articulating  teaching and learning 
overviews, homework guidelines,  class routines, extra-curricular 
activities, events, camps and excursions.  If you were not able to 
attend the evening, teachers will send home a copy of the 
information shared, either by email.  These meetings are the early 
formation of partnerships between home and school as we work 
together to support the academic, emotional and social 
development of your child. 
 
This year specialist lessons are Health (Yrs Prep – 3), Music (Prep - 6) 
and Swimming (PE).   Mrs Martell will be the teacher taking Health 
on Tuesdays; Mr De Waele will teach Senior PE (Yrs 4 - 6) on 
Wednesdays and Mr O’ Connor will teach Junior PE (Prep - 3) on 
Fridays.  Mr O’Connor will also teach curriculum Music ( P - 6) on 
Thursdays.  Swimming lessons for all year levels begin in Week 4.   If 
you are able to assist with swimming lessons, please advise your 
class teacher or indicate your availability on the return slip attached 
to the permission note to be sent home this week.   Instrumental 
lessons, including woodwind, brass, strings, piano and ensembles, 
will also be offered to Years 3 - 6 students this year.   Information 
regarding these lessons has been forwarded home with lessons 
scheduled to start in Week 3.   Miss Kalinda Large and Mr O’Connor 
will be taking instrumental music in recess and before/after school 
sessions. 
 
Next Wednesday 12th February, we invite you to join our College for 

the Opening Celebration of the Word and Induction of Student 
Leaders on the St. Mary’s campus at 8.45am.  This is a whole school 
celebration with the students from Mt. Carmel joining us in the 
undercover area to welcome the new year and induct our College 
leaders. Our campus assemblies will continue to be at 8.30am on 
Thursday mornings in the Dining Hall and we look forward to families 
joining our community for assemblies, as well as our special events 
and celebrations, throughout the year. 
 
God bless 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Joanne Andrews 
 DEPUTY PRINCIPAL - SM CAMPUS 



Shine at Columba 





Shine at Columba 

PRINCIPAL: 
 CANDI DEMPSTER 
 
 

DEPUTY PRINCIPALS: 
 JOANNE ANDREWS 
  (ST. MARY’S CAMPUS) 

 

 MARIA PECK 
  (ADMINISTRATION) 

 

 DAN KYLE 
  (PASTORAL & RESIDENTIAL) 
 

ASSISTANT TO THE PRINCIPAL RELIGIOUS 
EDUCATION: 
 CHRISTINE O’SULLIVAN 
 RYAN O’CONNOR 
 
 

FINANCIAL ADMINISTRATOR: 
 SANDRA McCABE 
 
 

PA TO PRINCIPAL: 
 JO-ANNE THOMPSON 
 
 

TEACHING STAFF: (in alphabetical order) 
 JESSICA ALLISON 
 TIFFANY APAP 
 ALEXANDRA BENEDETTO 
 TONYA BURGOINE 
 LARA BURNS 
 ANDREW BUTLER   
 MARY BUTLER   
 MADELEINE CARTER 
 HAYDN CHAMPION 
 SHIRLEY CHAMPION  
 ROBYN CHRISTENSEN 
 ALISON CLIFTON 
 SHANAAL DE ZOYSA 
 MILTON DEMPSTER 
 SAMUEL DE WAELE 
 MANNY EXARHOS  
 SALLY GEANEY  
 KARA JENSEN 
 DEAN JOHNSTON 
 KRISTAL KING  
 MICHAEL KU 
 KALINDA LARGE 
 DEIRDRE MARTELL 
 JORDAN MARTY 
 SOPHIA MICHAELIS 
 CHARLY MUKE  * 
 MARISA O’CONNOR 
 MELINDA O’CONNOR 
 KRIS OLSEN 
 MICHAEL PECK * 
 TONI PILCHER 
 GEORGINA PORTER 
 NEELAM RAJ 
 TELFER ROBERTSON 

CLASSROOM SUPPORT and  SPECIAL 
PROGRAMS: 
 LESLEY ARCHER 
 EVELYN CAPEWELL 
 LARRISSA CROWLEY 
 ADONIA HEDGES  
 AGNES LAFFEY 
 CECILIA LOUK 
 ALEX MATTHEWS 
 DONNA McINTOSH 
 JUSTINE PICKERING 
 KAREN SPICE 
 LEESA STEVENSON 
 ANNABELLE TSE 
 SONIA WOOD 
 
HOUSEHOLD MANAGER: 
 DEBRA NAUGHTON  
 
HOUSEHOLD STAFF: 
 JILL ALLISON 
 SHARON CARR 
 DIANNE COFFISON 
 IMELDA ELGEZAWY 
 SHIRLEY FLEMING 
 KIM FOX 
 SOPHIA GIBO 
 KELLY HODGETTS 
 SHIRLEY JACKSON 
 LEAH JAMES 
 ROSELEA JARVIS 
 NICOLE LAWRENCE 
 DIANE MACDONALD 
 HITESH PATEL 
 JUANITA SAMPSON 
 YVONNE STREETER 
 DENISE SULLIVAN 
 MAUREEEN SULLIVAN 
  
FACILITIES MANAGER: 
 WARREN PHILLIPS 
  
GROUNDS/MAINTENANCE AND 
STUDENT TRANSPORT STAFF: 
 ROBERT ABDY 
 PHIL CAPEWELL 
 DARREN HOPE 
 JAMES LEE 
 TED NEILSEN 
 DARYL PAXTON 
 
GAP STUDENTS: 
 DEWALD HEENOP 
 KAYLA HEWITT 
 ASHLEY PORTER 
 AUGUSTINE RICKETTS 

 PORTIA SIMELANE 
   REBEKAH SKRINIS 
 ROBECCA SORRENSEN 
 JIM STAVRIDIS 
 GERARD WEBBER 
 STUART WHITBY 
 FIONA WILLIAMSON 
 SCOTT WILLIAMSON 
 
COLLEGE CHAPLAIN: 
 HELEN MILTON 
 
COMPUTER NETWORK: 
 JASON HARRISON 
 
RESIDENTIAL STAFF: 
 

RESIDENTIAL LEADERS: 
 MICHELLE BURNS (GIRLS) 
 LLANA FULLER (BOYS) 
 
HOUSE PARENTS: 
 DIANNE BURTON 
 JUSTIN DIXON 
 DANIEL DODSON 
 LYN JOHNSTON 
 MARGIE KINGHAM 
 CECELIA LOUK 
 PAULINE MUSTON 
 ALIX PHILLIPS 
 WESLEY SMITH 
 KAREN SPICE 
 DEBORAH STAINKEY 
 ANNABELLE TSE 
     
ACCOUNTS STAFF: 
 KATE BLACKLEY 
  
ADMINISTRATION and LIBRARY STAFF: 
 CHRISTINE BELL 
 ANITA DIXON 
 MEGAN LUCAS 
 GENELLE MITCHELL 
 PAULA SMITH  
 REBECCA WILLIAMS 
 
INDIGENOUS SUPPORT OFFICER: 
 KYLIE MITCHELL 
 
EMERGING LEADERS CO-ORDINATOR: 
 PATRICIA PHILLIPS 
 
HEALTH CENTRE STAFF: 
 TERRINA MUSTON 
 
GUIDANCE SUPPORT STAFF: 
 BARBARA SALISBURY 
 ALEESHA WATSON 
 

* ON LEAVE 



Shine at Columba 

For a subject change to be finalised, students or Parents / Care Givers must make contact with the Deputy Principal – Administration by the 
time and dates listed below.  These timelines have been set to allow students to settle into classes for a full semester course without the 
disruption of excessive ‘class swapping’.  The impact upon eligibility for the Queensland Certificate of Education (QCE) in Years 11 & 12 is 
also a major contributor to this set of timelines. 
 
Semester 1 
Years  9, 10 and 12 Wednesday Week 2 Term 1 
 
Year 11—Subject changes are not encouraged as this may have implications for students receiving their QCE. Units 1 and 2 are 
studied independently and prepare students for Units 3 and 4 which are studied as a pair. Students may apply to change subjects: 
 In the first 3 weeks of Unit 1 
 At the end of Unit 1 and 2 
 Subject changes are not possible at the end of unit 3 as Units 3 and 4 must be studied as a pair. 
 
 

Maria Peck 
DEPUTY PRINCIPAL - ADMINISTRATION 

Homework Club is available to all Year 7-12 students to focus on their homework and academic studies in a quiet, supervised and relaxed 
environment, where they can receive support from teachers. 
 

Students are able to attend Homework Club: 

 To complete homework. 

 To complete assignments. 

 To revise for exams. 

 To gain specialized assistance to help understand subject content eg. Maths, Science, English, HASS. 

 If they have after school sporting and work commitments and they would like an opportunity to complete some of their homework 
during the day. 

 

Homework Club sessions will be held at the following times: 

 

LUNCH TIME  
Homework Club will be held on Tuesday and Thursday during Lunch 2 (1.10-1.30pm) in Q2. The teachers supervising Homework Club during 
Lunch 2 will be able to assist students in specific subject areas such as English, Maths, Science, Humanities and Social Sciences, Health and 
Physical Education. 

 
AFTER SCHOOL 
Homework Club will be held on Thursday afternoon from 3.05-4.05pm in the Library. 

 
STUDENT EXPECTATIONS: 
Students will: 

 Be punctual to the after school session; 

 Be required to sign in and out in an attendance book if attending Homework Club after school; 

 Be well prepared for each session with adequate homework or assignment or study work; 

 Work quietly and independently of other students; 

 Use computers to assist them with their academic studies only (eg. not play games etc). 

 

 
 



As the school year commences I thought it timely to address CCC sporting selection procedures, particularly in relation to Firsts teams.  In the 
interests of clarity I wish to highlight the following.  

 

As ‘open’ teams, First teams are not age based; rather they are skill based.  Theoretically, College First team trials are open to all students 
from Years 7 to 12, with the exception of Rugby League.  NRL rules are very clear regarding age requirements; only students who are 16, 17 or 
18 years of age are eligible for selection.  In all other sports multi-age teams are allowed and indeed we have fielded very successful teams in the 
past where younger students were selected in First teams.  

 

At all First trials coaches err towards selecting 16, 17 or 18 year old students, unless a younger student’s skills mean that they are clearly of a 
level to play.  The final selection decision may be influenced by whether or not the coach feels a student ’s maturity levels would allow them to 
continue developing as an athlete in the First competition.  It may also be influenced by whether or not the selection of a younger student 
would unduly disadvantage his or her younger age group.  For example, if the selection of a younger player were to result in their age group 
being unable to field a competitive team, then the First coach would not select that player.  

 

There is no requirement that Year 12 students be given precedence over Year 11s or younger students.  Whenever possible Year 12s are 
selected, but not at the expense of more skilful athletes.  

 

At all times the coach’s and Middles Leader’s decisions in selection matters are final.  

 

I acknowledge that our teams are not ‘playing for sheep stations’, but our interschool sporting competitions are competitive, not ‘social’.   With 
this in mind, we endeavour to select competitive teams in an equitable and fair manner.  If you find that you have questions regarding this 
manner, please contact me via email at jmarty@columba.catholic.edu.au 
 

Jordan Marty 
SPORTS MIDDLE LEADER 
 

At this time of the year, as Columba teams take to the fields and courts around town, it is timely to remind parents and spectators of their 
responsibilities when attending school sporting fixtures.  

 

The College has clearly developed Codes of Behaviour for parents and spectators (see below).  These have been developed with two very 
important tenets in mind.  The first is that young people should be allowed to participate in sport for their own enjoyment.  The second is that 
all coaches and officials must be respected and supported, not undermined.  

 

It is imperative that our coaches are able to train and coach their team without interference.  At all times, coaches must be afforded the 
opportunity to address and direct their teams without having to compete for the players ’ attention.  Advice given from outside, while well-
meaning, may actually contradict team plans and goals of which you are unaware.  At all times, the coach’s say is final. 

 

Our coaches and managers give generously of their own time so that your children can play each week. Please appreciate and respect their 
efforts, and continue to attend fixtures and support our great College teams.    

 

PARENTS’ CODE OF BEHAVIOUR 

 Remember that children participate in sport for their enjoyment, not yours.  

 Encourage children to participate, do not force them. 

 Focus on the child’s efforts and performance rather winning or losing. 

 Encourage children always to play according to the rules and to settle disagreements without resorting to hostility or violence. 

 Never ridicule or yell at a child for making a mistake or losing a competition.  

 Remember that children learn best by example. Appreciate good performances and skilful plays by all participants.  

 Support all efforts to remove verbal and physical abuse from sporting activities. 

 Respect officials’ decisions and teach children to do likewise. 

 Show appreciation for volunteer coaches, officials and administrators. Without them, your child could not participate.  

 Respect the rights, dignity and worth of every young person regardless of their gender, ability, cultural background or religion. 

 

SPECTATORS’ CODE OF BEHAVIOUR 

 Remember that young people participate in sport for their enjoyment and benefit, not yours.  

 Applaud good performance and efforts from all individuals and teams. Congratulate all participants on their performance regardless of 
the game’s outcome. 

 Respect the decisions of officials and teach young people to do the same. 

 Never ridicule or scold a young player for making a mistake. Positive comments are motivational.  

 Condemn the use of violence in any form, whether it is by spectators, coaches, officials or players.  

 Show respect for your team’s opponents. Without them there would be no game. 

 Encourage players to follow the rules and officials’ decisions. 

 Do not use foul language, sledge or harass players, coaches or officials. 

 Respect the rights, dignity and worth of every young person regardless of their gender, ability, cultural background or  
 religion. 
 

Please be aware that if you are behaving inappropriately, you may be asked to leave school sporting fixtures.  
 






