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COURAGE  |  COMMITMENT  |  COMPASSION 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL  
Dear Columba Families, 
 
The past fortnight has been very successful, albeit a little sad, as we see our 
Year 12 students complete their external examinations and begin the     
process of saying goodbye to the College. There have been external short 
courses on offer for Year 12’s not studying for exams in the areas of        
Responsible Service of Alcohol, First Aid, Working at Heights; as well as 
Community Service and Work Experience.  As well as the completion of a 
COVID capsule, that will be an eternal reminder to them and the             
community of the year they graduated in a pandemic. 
The outcomes that these Year 12 students have made the College justly 
proud. I will update you next newsletter as to  the excellent pathways our 
Year 12 students have secured - in our town, across our region and        
interstate.   
 
We have celebrated NAIDOC week with activities and educational          
experiences at both campuses.  They showed dignity and grace in their 
acknowledgment of the contribution our first nations people have made to 
the Australian culture and its traditions. 
 
Remembrance Day was reverently acknowledged at both campuses where 
students were respectful in their acknowledgment of those who served, so 
that we can be afforded our freedoms and lifestyle in Australia today. 
 
The Primary Interschool Swimming Carnival is on today, and is hosted by 
Columba this year.  It will not include the local Primary state schools, but 
Columba will join with ASSG, BTC and School of Distance     Education swim-
mers from Pentland, Ravenswood, Greenvale and        Homestead to com-
pete in the 2020 swimming carnival.  It is always a great day. 
 
The staff have been busy reviewing the 2020 School Improvement Plan and 
have been overwhelmed by the amount of achievements we have made, 
despite COVID-19 across the College.   
 
Progress in learning and teaching cycles, the clear setting of student     
learning goals and the use of flexible furniture options have all been       
featured in the plan.  The roll out of the Positive Behaviour Framework and 
the Big 5 Expectations, as well as the launch of our College values -    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Courage, Commitment and Compassion all occurred. The 2020 School   
Improvement Plan and all of its achievements will be loaded onto the   
College website for the community by the end of 2020.  This document 
provides the College with a point of celebration and reflection, and future 
goal setting for 2021. 
 
Our new College Mission Statement is soon to be ratified, and I thank staff, 
students and the community for your input and assistance, and especially 
the College Board and its members for their work on focusing on our     
mission as a college and as a Catholic community. The new Mission      
Statement will be officially launched at the 2021 Opening Liturgy in        
February. 
 
It has been a delight to announce the Mt Carmel Senior Student Leadership 
Team.  Their speeches and embedded pride and belief in their peers and 
the College was very clear, and I am very excited to see what we can 
achieve together in 2021.  St Mary's Campus leaders have begun their   
discernment process and I will announce these positions in coming weeks. 
 
Enrolments are very strong across year levels, and I urge you to submit 
enrolment applications as soon as possible, to secure a place.  There are no 
vacancies now in the Girls’ Residences and applications are now on a      
waitlist.  There are some vacancies in the Boys’ Residences. 
 
If you are relocating in 2021 and are currently enrolled, I remind you to 
notify the College in writing, as there is a term’s notification required. 
 
I look forward to seeing many of you at the Awards functions next Tuesday 
17 November, as well as Year 12 parents and families at the Year 12 Liturgy 
and Graduation on Thursday 19 November. 
 
Best wishes for the fortnight ahead. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Candi Dempster 
PRINCIPAL 
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FROM THE DEPUTY PRINCIPAL– PASTORAL & RESIDENTIAL 
MT. CARMEL CAMPUS 
Dear Parents, Caregivers, Students and Staff, 
 
At the time of writing this article, the majority of the College seniors 
have completed their official assessment agendas.  The seniors though, 
still have a busy few days in front of them before graduating from the 
school by  engaging in activities and course such as First Aid,             
Responsible Service of Alcohol, Senior Project, Spiritual Walk (Jezzine) 
and the Big Day out in Townsville.  This group of young men and     
women will also have one final opportunity to give back to the         
community by engaging in a working-bee at St Columbus Parish Church 
on Friday, 13 November.    
 
Next Tuesday, is Awards Night, which will commence at 6.30 pm in the 
Iona Centre.  This is a great night to acknowledge and celebrate the 
students’ achievement.  Parents of Awards recipients are invited to 
attend the event. I wish everyone an enjoyable evening. 
 
On Thursday, 19 November, the College will be farewelling the Year 
12s.  All year 7-11 students and College staff will have the opportunity 
to farewell the seniors at a special assembly to be conducted at the 
Iona  Centre.  Later on, in the evening, commencing at 5.30 pm on the 
Mount Carmel campus, the seniors will be partaking in the Graduation 
Liturgy and dinner.  Mr Champion has been very busy of late in        
preparation for this event.  I would like to thank Mr Champion and his 
band of helpers in seeing this event come to fruition.  Finally, I would 
like to extend my best wishes to the graduates in their future           
endeavours as they embark on a new life post-Columba whether that 
be at University, TAFE or the workforce. 
 
In 2021, the College will be introducing the Resilience Project into the   
College’s Pastoral Care Program. Essentially, the program centres 
around 4 pillars – Empathy, Mindfulness, Gratitude and Emotional   
Literacy.  The  program will align nicely with other aspects of the     
pastoral care, including well being, Restorative Justice and behaviour 
management policies and procedures.  The Pastoral Care Team are very 
excited to be introducing this program as part of a wider Pastoral     
program for 2021 and beyond.   
 
In 2021, the Year 7s will be attending a camp in Week 4, at Echo Creek 
(Tully). This is a great opportunity for students and staff to bond and 
get to know one another at a deeper level. In Week 2 of Term 2, the 
Year 8s will be involved in a camp at the College’s property, Marybank 
and the Years 9s will be at Camp Gedling, Hervey’s Range. 
 
Finally, it is expected that all students attend classes at the College until 
the very last day of school, Friday, 27 November.  An early mark to the 
holidays or going home to work are not considered reasonable excuses 
for an early departure.  Every day counts and your child/ren’s education 
is always the College’s number one priority.   
 
Have a great end to the school year. 

 
 
 
 
Dan Kyle 
DEPUTY PRINCIPAL (PASTORAL & RESIDENTIAL) 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



MEET OUR STAFF  
Name:                  Ted Neilsen        

 

Hometown:         Townsville/Charters Towers  

 

Position:               Grounds /Maintenance and Student Transport  
 

Favourite Foods:    Anything Sweet 

 

Hobbies:               Fishing, general recreation and sleeping 

SM CAMPUS AWARDS 
TERM 4—WEEK 4 

Respect for Traditions—I show reverence 
and maturity during prayer and            
meditation. 

Prep   Emmi-Belle Emerson 

Year 1   Alexander Jeffries 

Year 2   Jonathan Cassy 

Year 3    Alexis Ranleigh 

Year 4   Isabella O’Sullivan 

Year 5    Aaron Murray 

Year 6A  Grace Flood 

Year 6B  Jadaine Simelane 

 

 

 

TERM 4—WEEK 5 

Respect for the Environment—I support 
my teacher by helping to tidy the          
classroom.  

Prep   Carter Wassmuth 

Year 1   Isabelle Pilcher 

Year 2   Emerson Yule 

Year 3    Jack Hedges 

Year 4   Erika Truong 

Year 5    James Uren 

Year 6A  Kalarnie Seesink 

Year 6B  Kaleb Venning 

MC CAMPUS AWARDS 
TERM 4—WEEK 5 

Respect for Learning—Responsible use of technology in class and always brings 

device to class charged. 

Year 7   Gypsy Telford 

Year 8   Donney George 

Year 9   Larrissa Tindale 

Year 10   Sean Loudon 

Year 11  Morgan Day 

Year 12  Ben Morris 



SM CAMPUS NEWS 

Whilst some Year One and Year Two students continue to work in 
small groups with Mrs Champion during Term 4, a group of Prep 
children have joined our Literacy and Numeracy sessions.  Although 
these students work conscientiously during our lessons, the        
importance of developing a strong reading ability is still vital.  This 
can be achieved with the continued, consistent practising of sight 
words, encouraging children to attempt to sound out unknown 
words and assisting with the comprehension of words in a text.  
 
Reading is a necessary life-long tool. The two best things you can 
do as parents is to find a collection of books your children love and 
read to them, modelling correct language and offering explanations 
of the unknown for understanding.  Likewise, as the child starts to 
develop their own ability to read, they must read to an adult, thus 
again allowing time to enter into a discussion with the child about 
the text.  
 
Research has found that reading storybooks to children is one of 
the most important activities for developing the knowledge       
required for eventual success in reading.  Reading to young        
children has been found to be related to language growth,        
emergent literacy and reading achievement.  In addition, reading to 
children also stimulates them to read books themselves and further 
develop their cognitive skills.  Studies show that there is an        
important role for parents in the development and educational 
performance of their children.  Parental reading to children       
increases the child’s reading and other cognitive skills at least up to 
the age of 10–11.  This is an early-life intervention that seems to be 
beneficial for the rest of their lives.  
 
MacqLit is a programme that continues to run for some students 
that attend Learning Enrichment.  MacqLit is for children in Year 3 
and above who need further development with their reading 
skills.  Fluent reading is paramount to a successful education and is 
an integral part of life.  So far, students have been obtaining     
pleasing results with this intervention.  All of the students who  
partake in this programme are working extremely hard and should 
be commended for their efforts. 
 

Shirley Champion and Robecca Sorrensen 
Learning Enrichment Teachers 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

eSafety is a concern many parents have. While at school, our       

students are informed about eSafety, and are encouraged to      

protect their online presence.  It is vital that parents/caregivers do 

to help their children understand that what they say and do online 

is important and can ensure that safety and being able to talk with 

you about what they do online, is part of everyday at home conver-

sations.  

The Queensland Education Department provides excellent         

information on eSafety for both students and parents. They have 

developed a brochure Online safety information for parents. This 

document offers advice to parents so they can support their child 

to have a safer online experience.  

The College has become aware of students using group chat 

through Apps  such as, Snapchat and Instagram.  Group chats can 

be a great way for a number of people to participate in an online 

conversation together.  However, group chats can be used in ways 

that are both helpful and harmful.  The   following link to The mod-

ern parent provides some good            information about group chat 

and how you can support positive experiences using group chat. 

We will continue to support safe and responsible use of technology 
at school.  Managing this at home as well and normalising online 
interactions through everyday conversations, can open up          
discussion and allow students to express themselves when things 
don’t feel right, online.  

Milton Dempster 

eLEARNING TEACHER—MT CARMEL 

LEARNING ENRICHMENT 

eLEARNING AND IT 

https://behaviour.education.qld.gov.au/resources-publications/Documents/cyberbullying-parents-caregivers-guide.pdf
https://themodernparent.net/helping-kids-to-manage-group-chats/
https://themodernparent.net/helping-kids-to-manage-group-chats/


SM CAMPUS NEWS 

During Week 4, Term 4, teachers and 29 students boarded the bus 
ahead of a big journey to Cairns and the Atherton Tablelands for 
the Year 6 Camp.  As we boarded the bus, there was lots of talk 
about what was planned for the trip, including bowling, Herberton 
Historical Village and Cairns ZOOM.  We were all so excited for what 
was to come! 
 
Day One was a huge day of travelling with some great stops along 
the way.  First we had a visit to Our Lady of Lourdes in Ingham for 
some games with the Year 6 students there.  It was great to make 
some new friends - one of their students will even be joining us at 
Columba next year!  
 
Next, we stopped in Cardwell for a delicious lunch and a walk along 
the Jetty before jumping back on the bus for the trip through to 
Lake Genezzano. 
  
Once we arrived, we settled in for the next two days and spent 
some time as a cohort playing trivia games.  It was a great first night 
and we were ready to take on day two! 
 
Day Two was spent exploring Herberton Historical Village and   
sightseeing the beautiful country side of the Tablelands.  Herberton 
was incredible!  Our favourite parts of the village were an old    
fashioned school and a printing machine!  We were so lucky,      
because the printer made us a wanted poster with our names on it.  
Next stop was a swim in the freezing Milla-Milla falls and afternoon 
tea at Lake Eacham.  Our time in the Tablelands wrapped up with a 
movie night at Lake Genezzano Retreat. 
  
Day Three was another big day of travel and fun!  We began our 
day by walking the Avenue of Honour in Yungaburra, it was great to 
see some of our Australian Military History honoured in such a 
beautiful place.  Then, we visited the Butterfly Sanctuary in         
Kuranda before taking the Scenic Train to Cairns.  Kuranda was a 
beautiful place, where we were lucky enough to be looked after by 
some wonderful people who showed us the sights and scenery.  We 
finished our day with an ice-cream on the Esplanade - what a     
delicious treat! 
 
Day Four, was an action packed day in Cairns.  We started our day 
by visiting the Cairns Aquarium.  It was a really interesting place 
where we all got to see some new and unique marine life.  Our  
favourite part was learning about the reef tanks and getting to 
touch the star fish and shark eggs.  Next, we were off to Cairns 
ZOOM and Wildlife Dome.  This was a highlight of the trip,          
everyone gave the high ropes and mid-ropes course a go, even the 
teachers!  We got to zipline over the huge saltwater crocodile,  
“Goliath”.  It was a great experience that was talked about for many 
days after our visit!  We finished off a massive day with a game of 
bowling in Cairns.  We had so much fun playing together and trying 
to beat our teachers, but Mr Dempster’s group wasn't so            
successful!! 
 
After a huge day travelling back home, we were so glad to be back 
with our families and have a rest in our own beds.  Year 6 Camp was 
a fantastic experience that we will treasure forever.  We’re so 
grateful that we got the opportunity to travel away this year,     
especially after COVID cancelled our Canberra trip.  A very big thank 
you goes to Mr O’Connor, Mrs Andrews and Mrs Dempster for  
making such a special trip possible.  Thank you sincerely for        
everything! 

We also want to thank everyone who helped us out along the way, 
especially all of the staff at the places we visited.  We were always 
made to feel welcome, safe and cared for.  
 
Year 6 Camp was a fantastic time with lots of laughs and special 
memories to finish off our primary school experience.  
 
Thank you everyone.  
 

Year 6 Students, Miss Benedetto and Miss Allison 

YEAR 6 CAMP 



MC CAMPUS NEWS 

HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES DEPARTMENT  

“Always Was, Always Will Be” is the motto for this year’s NAIDOC 

week celebration from 8th to 15th November.  This celebration is 
not only acknowledged by the indigenous communities, but most 
importantly, it is a time to reflect and to celebrate the rich histories, 
cultures and achievements of Australia’s First Nation Peoples— 
recognising Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the 
traditional custodians of our land and their ongoing contribution to 
our country and community.  Our indigenous community has   
maintained an ongoing spiritual and cultural connection to the land 
and sea - they were Australia’s first explorers, first navigators, first 
engineers, first farmers, first scientists, astronomers and artists.  
 
In this term’s Year 10 History, the students are studying significant 
personalities from US and Australian Indigenous communities who 
fought for their rights and freedoms before and after 1965. One of 
the famous Aboriginal Australian people is Eddie Mabo, a man who 
challenged the Australian legal system and fought for recognition of 
the rights of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples as the 
traditional custodians of their land.  Mabo’s case was that since the 
British arrived in Australia, they declared that Australia was terra 
nullius (i.e. empty land - or land that belongs to nobody). Therefore, 
ATSI peoples’ occupation and ancestral connection with the land 
were not recognised, which the British took the land without   
agreement or payment.  Eddie Mabo challenged the legal principle 
of terra nullius in the High Court.  The Mabo case ran for ten years. 
On 3 June 1992, the High Court of Australia decided that terra    
nullius should not have been applied to Australia. Unfortunately, 
Mabo did not find out the verdict of his legal case.  He died in     
January 1992, just five months before the High Court made its    
decision.  Hence, this decision has marked the commencement of 
acknowledging the traditional custodians of the land at the        
beginning of formal gatherings and occasions.  
 
“It’s about seeing, hearing and learning the First Nations’ 65,000+ 
year history of this country - which is Australian history.  We want 
all Australians to celebrate that we have the oldest continuing   
cultures on the planet and to recognise that our sovereignty was 
never ceded.   Always Was, Always Will Be.” (NAIDOC 2020 theme) 
 

Learning a new language can enhance your problem-solving skills, 
memory function, and creative thinking.  Below are some reasons 
to learn Chinese. 
 
1.  Chinese is the most widely spoken language in the world 

 
With over 1 billion speakers, you are guaranteed to meet native 
Chinese speakers all over the world.  Every interaction we have 
is an opportunity to make new connections and experience a 
new culture firsthand.  Chinese people in general are             
exceptionally warm and welcoming and they will definitely   
appreciate your efforts to learn their language! 

 
 

2. The Chinese language is a portal into an amazing culture 

Maybe you want to explore the ancient classics or learn about 
Chinese culture, or perhaps you just love Chinese food and want 
an excuse to eat more Honey chicken.  Speaking Chinese opens 
the gateway to a deeper understanding of 5,000 years of      
Chinese history and culture. 

3. Chinese proficiency creates countless economic opportunities 

China’s economy has developed so much over the 40 years. 
There are now countless professional opportunities and        
increasingly for those interested in working in China.               
Furthermore, international businesses prefer to hire people who 
speak more than one language.  Speaking Chinese may give you 
an edge when competing for an important position as China will 
play a major role in world affairs in the future.  China is also a 
wonderful country in which to teach English while developing 
your language and cultural skills.  Teaching English in China is a 
once-in-a-lifetime experience.  It benefits your personally and 
professionally in countless ways—from gaining public speaking 
skills to familiarising yourself with the world’s second largest 
economy. 

4. Chinese proficiency unlocks easy travel in the ‘Middle         
Kingdom’ 

Traveling in China without speaking the language can be quite 
challenging.  Other than in major international cities like     
Shanghai, speaking Chinese is an essential part of daily life as 
many locals do not speak English.  Master the Chinese language 
and gain unique access to the countless amazing wonders China 
has to offer. 

5. Language acquisition advances your brain function! 

Research shows the cognitive benefits of language learning. 
There’s possibly no better way to reap these benefits than to 
study Chinese, a language that is likely very different from what  
we have studied in English.  Imagine communicating using a 
language that uses no conjugations and no plurals, all whilst 
using a written form that consists of profound meanings derived 
from pictograms.  Challenging, but worth having a go! 

Learning Chinese opens up a whole new world, a whole new way of 
thinking and seeing.  And this, by itself, makes memorizing all those 
Chinese words and characters more than worth the effort.  I would 
like to commend all students from Years 4 to 9 this year for their 
efforts to learn the language.   As I have mentioned to our students 
– “Learning a language never comes easy”.  

Michael Ku 
Curriculum Middle Leader—Humanities and Languages 
 

LANGUAGES DEPARTMENT 

https://www.glassdoor.com/employers/blog/4-reasons-why-hiring-bilingual-people-will-help-your-business-succeed/
https://www.glassdoor.com/employers/blog/4-reasons-why-hiring-bilingual-people-will-help-your-business-succeed/
https://www.studycli.org/teach-in-china/
https://www.worldbank.org/en/country/china
https://www.worldbank.org/en/country/china
https://studycli.org/chinese-characters/the-100-most-common-chinese-characters/





