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COURAGE  |  COMMITMENT  |  COMPASSION 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL  
Dear Columba Families, 
 
The past fortnight has held many successes and milestones across the 
College.  The Primary interhouse swimming carnival was a great       
success with Benjamin house being victorious in a well run day with 
excellent participation.  We hosted a fabulous Grandparents’ Day at     
St Mary’s, celebrating the love and connection we have with our  
grandparents and those who take up this role.  Our Year 5 students 
engaged in a very successful and active camp at Gumburu                  
Environmental Centre - the Townsville Education campgrounds at   
Paluma.  Year 6 students are currently on camp in the Atherton        
Tablelands and Cairns and are having a  wonderful time.  I thank the 
staff who give so generously of their time to enable these experiences 
to happen. 
 
Curriculum and pathways achievements continue with our senior    
students entering their final exams with good results.  The new senior 
assessment system now allows students defined knowledge of what 
marks they have going into their final exams.  A comprehensive study 
program, tutorials with teachers and extra study sessions are all       
underway to empower students for success.  A comprehensive Work 
Experience program for Year 10 concluded, with many students being 
sought after by employers for part time casual employment.  This is 
great to see, and qualifies the real world learning skills we instil in   
students across the curriculum. 
 
As part of our 2020 School Improvement Plan, it was a                        
recommendation from the Validation Panel in 2019, for us to  review 
and revise the College Mission Statement, to test whether it is a      
contemporary expression of our mission as a College.  In this process, 
the acknowledgement of the mission statement as an expression of 
what the College was built on and has now become, was acknowledged 
and appreciated.  The College Board, CSPA Executive, Staff and Senior 
SRC students have reviewed the mission statement and, after many 
iterations, the proposed new statement is: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PROPOSED NEW COLLEGE MISSION STATEMENT 
Columba Catholic College inspires day and boarding students, in a 
climate of Courage, Commitment and Compassion, to grow in faith, 
purpose and knowledge.  Founded on Catholic traditions, the College 
community encourages students to use their gifts and talents to    
pursue excellence and to be a 'Light to the World.' 
I would appreciate your feedback to office@columba.catholic.edu.au 
by Friday 6 November, so this can be progressed.  The existing Mission 
Statement can be viewed on the College website under the ‘About Us’ 
tab. 

The College Board, instrumental in revising policies and in advocating 
for progressing our College facilities and mission, has endorsed the 
2021 College fees.  A new fee schedule is on the College website for 
your reference for 2021.  
 
For those families relocating or moving schools, please inform the   
College in writing as soon as possible, as there is a one term’s notice 
required in most circumstances. 
Enrolments for 2021 and beyond are very strong, and I ask all families 
or friends anticipating enrolment at the College, to do so without delay. 
 
I look forward to meeting current and prospective families in Richmond 
on Thursday night at 6pm at the Federal Hotel. 
 
Best wishes for the fortnight ahead. 

Candi Dempster 
PRINCIPAL 

mailto:office@columba.catholic.edu.au


MEET OUR STAFF  
Name:                  Kalinda Large          

 

Hometown:         Ipswich, Queensland  

 

Position:               Instrumental Music, Classroom Music and Religion teacher 
 

Favourite Foods:    Sushi, Chicken Parmi 

 

Hobbies:               Video Games, Sewing 

SM CAMPUS AWARDS 
TERM 4—WEEK 2 

Respect for Others—I use positive        

language to encourage my classmates 

Prep   Lanah Emerson 

Year 1   Sammy Brady 

Year 2   Evelyn Bennetto 

Year 3    Daniel Brandis 

Year 4   Robert Hando 

Year 5    Baylee Kerr 

Year 6A  Jessica Wosomo 

Year 6B  Imogen Geaney 

 

 

TERM 4—WEEK 3 

Respect for Learning —I always give my 

best effort in PE classes 

Prep   Lexie Futcher 

Year 1   Louis Bennetto 

Year 2   Lincoln Kerr 

Year 3    Jeswin Thomas 

Year 4   Mary Sproat 

Year 5    Bobbi Jenkins 

Year 6A  Dale Beatty 

Year 6B  Kobey Jenkins 

MC CAMPUS AWARDS 
TERM 4—WEEK 3 

Respect for Others—Uses positive, respectful language when interacting with 

others 

Year 7   Layla Ford 

Year 8   Pela Wallis 

Year 9   Alex Shaw 

Year 10   Jayna Jenkin-Stralow 

Year 11  Kijuana Ambrym 

Year 12  Lindsay Muston 



FROM THE ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL   

SM CAMPUS 
The hotly contested Monday House Games continue on St Mary’s 
Campus.  Benjamin have held a handy lead almost all year and 
started the term in a tie for first place with Polding House, after an 
intense round of charades.  Both flags were flying proudly outside 
the library until Benjamin again showed their sporting prowess by 
taking the honours in a water relay.  Students had to cart water 
from one side of the oval to the other with hole-ridden              
buckets.  There were plenty of laughs and Mr Hope was pleased 
with a little extra watering of the oval.   Next week we welcome our 
Year 6s back from camp to lead us in a soccer shoot-out challenge 
as part of our Socktober celebrations. 
 
Socktober is an annual fundraiser for Catholic Mission.  St Mary’s 
Campus were treated to a special assembly by 6A in week 2 which 
encouraged us to look at everyone with empathy and                  
compassion.  Throughout the week, our soccer balls will be          
replaced with homemade balls, similar to those used in third world 
countries.  This is a small activity for us to appreciate what we have 
and encourage us to support those in need.  Our Mt Carmel Campus 
friends celebrated Crazy Sock Day this week and we will do the 
same next week.   Our Year 5s and 6s didn’t want to miss out on the 
famous bake sales so even though we’ll reach into November, our 
Socktober drive will be on Wednesday the 5th.  The SRC have also 
committed all money raised from our popper collection to the   
Catholic Mission this month. 
 
This weekend is Towers Rush, a fantastic community event, and we 
are encouraging families to tick the school registration button when 
you enter.  You can enter in a variety of categories and just by    
ticking the box, you can help us win prizes for the school.   Our Year 
6 students worked hard over a couple of days last term and this 
term planning and filming a short film for the Twilight Markets and 
Film Festival as part of the Towers Rush weekend.  Be sure to head 
down to the Showgrounds on Saturday evening to view their       
brilliant work. 
 
Tomorrow, we will do our annual ‘Day for Daniel’ walk around the 
school after engaging in a lesson on the importance of being aware 
of child safety and looking out for one another.  Our Inter-School 
Swimming Carnival is coming up on the 13th November where we 
will be looking to repeat our Athletics and Girls’ Touch success from 
last term.  We have been determined all year to ensure students 
are not deprived of opportunities to connect with each other and 
the community, and to let their multitude of skills shine in different 
areas.  There is an incredible strength in our community that was 
highlighted by the abundance of love at our recent Grandparents’ 
Day liturgy, class visits and morning tea. 
 
I also know all of our classes are working extremely hard to        
complete all of their work and students are pushing themselves to 
exceed expectations.  This also highlights the importance of     
attendance each day and students committing to everything we do 
right up until December when we will celebrate with Carols on the 
Green on the 3rd December and our Thanksgiving Christmas Liturgy 
on the 4th December. 
 
 
 
 

It is going to be a busy but incredibly worthwhile end of a crazy year 
but we are looking forward to the ride. 

 

 

Ryan O’Connor 

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  



SM CAMPUS NEWS 

Year 5 was delighted to explore Paluma in Week 3.  It was such a 
worthwhile adventure and it taught us so much about ourselves 
and each other.  Mrs Murray, Miss Benedetto and Mr Webber 
joined us for 3 days of fun and adventure.  We were fortunate to 
stay at Catholic Education’s Gumburu Environmental Education 
Centre, where our hospitable hosts Tony, Bill and Janette spoilt us 
with nutritious meals, freshly sanitised accommodation and    
friendly conversation.  
 
Day 1 saw us participate in a Sensory Walk, a Native Plants walk 
and our first sight of the majestic rainforest.  The students were 
shocked to be taken two by two into the rainforest and             
blindfolded.  Mr Webber, Miss Benedetto and myself guided     
students through with the help of a rope where students had to 
rely on their hearing, touch and others’ support to navigate their 
way round.  Students developed a sense of comradery with the 
other person they went through, and placed their trust in us.  
While one group did this, the other group learnt about the many 
varieties of native plants that were present in the Paluma           
rainforest.  The children were amazed by the many layers of the 
rainforest, and Tony’s passion was infectious as the kids held onto 
his every word.  The first day saw students being tethered to a 
classmate who they wouldn’t usually hang out with.  This           
challenged them to cope with disappointment, show respect, make       
conversation and realise that things don’t always go the way they 
think it will go.  
 
Day 2 was jam packed with adventure as we left Gumburu with full 
bellies to explore the rainforest in all its wonder.  Words cannot 
describe the majesty of the rainforest, its lush green layers, unique 
sounds and never ending green was a sight to behold.  Students 
loved walking and talking with their mates, eventually finding an 
outdoor classroom where Miss Benedetto led us in a stream study. 
Students capably explored and identified creatures in the creek.   
Following this we participated in two team building activities “Cross 
the Lava” and “Flip the Tarp”.  These experiences highlighted the 
need for resilience, listening, teamwork and leadership.  It was 
wonderful to see students step up, lead, be valued members of a 
group and not give up, no matter how difficult the task may have 
seemed.  Our massive day continued with another walk through 
the rainforest, with a chilly swim at Cloudy Creek.  Students loved 
the freedom of being one with nature, and being able to share this 
with their mates.  It was so special.  Our day ended with a      
thanksgiving liturgy followed by marshmallows and singing around 
the campfire.  
 
Our final day at Gumburu was spent just being together, with a 
focus on fun and being present in each other’s company.  The   
students impressed us with their sense of adventure, their         
willingness to get involved and step outside of their comfort zones. 
It was also incredible to see each person treated with kindness and 
respect, and as a result, everyone felt a beautiful sense of          
belonging.  

A very special thanks must go to Mrs Murray for her unending love, 
and willingness to get involved, and for her support of both staff 
and students alike.  Thank you to the lovely Miss Benedetto for her 
knowledge, care, presence and positivity.  Thank for Mr Webber for 
being our lovable camp-Dad; we appreciated having someone who 
knows Year 5 so well, sharing in this very special adventure.  We 
would like to thank and acknowledge our incredible hosts Tony, Bill 
and Janette who managed to make each and every one of us     
special.  Thank you to our very capable bus driver Mr Champion 
who got us there and back safely.  Driving up a mountain is not  
always easy, especially with a class of students in tow.  Finally, we 
need to express our heartfelt gratitude to Mr O’Connor who      
lovingly planned our trip, making sure we had all the resources we 
could ever need for a fun, meaningful and memorable camp.  
 

Marisa O’Connor 
Year 5 Teacher 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GUMBURU 2020—NATURE IS ONE OF OUR 
GREATEST TEACHERS  



SM CAMPUS NEWS 

  
 



SM CAMPUS NEWS 

The Primary Campus held a very successful Interhouse swimming     
carnival on Friday the 16th October. 
 
It was a bright, sunny, clear day with great sportsmanship, fantastic 
cheering and wonderful parent support. 
 
Many thanks go to the primary staff for always giving their best and 
to the staff of the Charters Towers Pool. 
 
Benjamin House were the overall winners (very closely contested 
this year) and the teacher/children relay was taken out by the    
children. 
 
Congratulations to the following age champions and runners-up. 
 
                        GIRLS                                          BOYS 
 
12 Years       Dale Beatty                                 Jackson Walsh 
   R/up           Lara Cavanagh                            Kobey Jenkins 
 
11 Years       Bailey McGuire                           Ethan Ford 
   R/up           Bridie Mitchell                            Connor King  
  
10 Years       Mary Sproat                               Liam Bartschat 
   R/up           Bella Casella                                Sam Flood 
 
9 Years         Caitlyn Cavanagh                       Clayton Walsh 
      tied          Mikaela Geaney                         Jed Kruger 
 
The Interschool Carnival is on Friday 13th November and morning 
training commenced this week. 
 
                                        COLUMBA PRIDE 
 

Deirdre Martell 
SWIMMING CO-ORDINATOR 

PRIMARY INTERHOUSE SWIMMING CARNIVAL 



MC CAMPUS NEWS 

JCU HEROES IN BUSINESS 

YEAR 12 PATHWAYS NEWS…  

MY FAVOURITE THING 
ABOUT HPE THIS YEAR 
WAS…       On the 12th and 13th October, Melissa Patterson, Meg Kingham 

and Brydie Coward attended the Heroes in Business Program     

hosted by James Cook University in Townsville. On Sunday         

afternoon we packed our bags and headed to Townsville with Mrs 

Williamson. Soon after arriving at The Ville and settling in, Melissa 

became very eager to go for a spin on the new electric scooters, 

and so we did; they were wheelyyyy fun! Monday morning arrived 

and the girls were ready to take in all the knowledge and wisdom 

that the many guest speakers and JCU staff had to offer.  Over the 

two days we met people who worked in different areas such as 

Event Management, Law, Business, Finance as well as JCU alumni 

who shared their experiences.  A stand out guest speaker was    

definitely Jodie Kennedy who shared her wisdom about planning 

events such as the Townsville Cup and Groovin The Moo.  We     

participated in many group and individual activities, one being 

Shark Tank.  Shark Tank is when aspiring entrepreneurs pitch their 

business ideas to a panel of investors, better known as sharks, to 

persuade them to invest in their business.  We are all so grateful for 

the opportunity that we were given and will continue to use the 

knowledge we gained as we enter into our jobs or future study 

ahead of school.  We would like to give a big thanks to Mrs      

Dempster, and especially Mrs Williamson, for taking us to      

Townsville and for giving us this amazing opportunity 

My favourite thing about HPE this year was in the first term when 
we did swimming and games in the pool. I also liked doing athletics 
in the second term. 
Myles, Year 7 
 
My favourite thing about PE this year was meditation. 
Jack, Year 11 
 
My favourite thing about HPE this year was probably the ‘create 
your own’ workout programme for a gaelic footballer. 
Bronte, Year 9 
 
My favourite thing about PE this year was doing prac and           
meditation.  
Bailey, Year 11 
 
My favourite thing about HPE this year was when we were getting 
ready for the sports, and also when we were swimming. 
Sky, Year 7 
 
My favourite thing about PE this year was participating in physical 
activities. 
Ben, Year 11 
 
My favourite thing about PE this year was doing meditation. 
Chloe, Year 12 
 
My favourite thing about HPE this year was athletics training. It 
was really fun to see if I was good at it. 
Will, Year 7 
 
My favourite thing about PE this year was playing different       in-
vasion games as a part of prac. 
Neeve, Year 12 
 
My favourite thing about PE this year was watching Jack Miller play 
touch. 
Zane, Year 11 
 
My favourite thing about PE this year was learning the way our  
bodies generate energy while participating in physical activities, for 
example touch football, volleyball and tennis.  
Lily, Year 11 



MC CAMPUS NEWS 

BOOK WEEK 
Last week was Book Week.  The Inter-house Giant Scrabble        
Tournament at lunchtime in the Library proved popular, with a 
large crowd of students cheering Bailey MacPherson to victory for 
Polding on Monday.   On Wednesday, Cassandra McIntosh won 
convincingly for Rice and, on Thursday, Kolby Amos took out the 
points for Benjamin. 
 
Friday was dress up day. Students and staff were invited to come as 
a character from a book.  We were treated to a variety of colourful 
costumes, from the Invisible Man to the Mad Hatter to Daisy from 
The Great Gatsby and Maleficent.  Each Pastoral Care Group also 
completed a quiz about children's books and Mr Dempster’s Year 
11 Pastoral Care Group won the tray of chocolates with a fabulous 
13/15 points. 
 
Book Week highlights the importance of reading for enjoyment.  
Not only does reading help your child to develop a better            
vocabulary and stimulate the imagination, it also encourages      
resilience when a student encounters an unfamiliar text.  Most of 
all, reading for fun promotes well-being. 
 

Dr Alison Clifton 
ENGLISH CURRICULUM LEADER 



SENIOR MATHS STUDY  

Senior Maths Methods and General Maths Study 
Every Monday 6:30 - 8:00pm in M4. 

All students wanting to attend need to advise Ms Michaelis by email. 
 

SOPHIA MICHAELIS 
MIDDLE LEADER MATHS 

smichaelis@columba.catholic.edu.au  

GET IN TOUCH... 

EXCELLENCE AWARD IN 
VISUAL ARTS       

 
 

Creative Generation Excellence Awards in Visual Art's In              
residence program is a Department of Education program,          
supported by the Queensland Art Gallery and Gallery of Modern Art 
(QAGOMA). 
 
In residence provides Year 10 Queensland visual art students with 
the opportunity to strengthen their understanding of the            
academic, experimental, collaborative, and reflective nature of  
contemporary visual art and gain an appreciation for the breadth of 
opportunities in the creative industries. 
 
This year we are very proud to announce that Columba Year 10 
student, Caitlin Cronin, has been accepted into the 2020 program.  
 
Due to Covid, the 2020 program will be run online in a virtual     
capacity with students engaging with QAGOMA, artists and tertiary 
partners in virtual workshop sessions. 
 
Caitlin is very excited to be a part of the program and can’t wait to 
start! 
 
 

Gina Porter 
CURRICULUM LEADER—THE ARTS 

MC CAMPUS NEWS 
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WORK EXPERIENCE—THANK YOU 






