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Dear Columba Parents and Friends, 
 
The fortnight has again acknowledged so much student success and 
opportunity! At St Mary's Campus, Quest for Knowledge and Optiminds 
challenges were held, with students obtaining excellent results and 
feedback on their entries and abilities. A beautiful Father's Day liturgy 
was held with excellent activities and connection to celebrate the male 
role models in our students' lives. It was a fitting occasion to celebrate 
the role of father and father figures in our community. The Primary Tri-
School Athletics Carnival was held yesterday, with Columba being 
victorious - winning the competition against ASSG and BTC. 
Congratulations to all athletes, supporters and staff.  
 
At Mt Carmel Campus, there have also been many achievements, with 
the Year 8 Optiminds Science and Engineering Team winning their 
division. Mock Exams for Year 12 have begun in the new ATAR regime, 
and students are performing well in these first ever trial examinations.  
 
Founders Day was held last Thursday in true Columba spirit and really 
showed our Columba heart and pride. The liturgy was engaging, full of 
vibrant song and inclusivity, with Fr Emmanuel presiding; Columba’s 
Got Talent was again a huge success with so many students showing 
their gifts to the community in song, drama, comedy and dance! The 
Columba relay and gift was a spectacle to see, with students from both 
campuses running their hearts out to see who would be the winning 
Founders Day House - Benjamin House took the prize for the day. Then 
we held our first ever Colour Fun Run and from the pictures in the 
newsletter, you will see the joy on the faces of all students as they 
engaged in the colour fun run and obstacle course. My thanks to 
Christine O’Sullivan and Ryan O'Connor - APRE’s for their work on 
bringing the day to life. It was a true celebration of our past and a great 
indicator of our bright future. 
 
Last Thursday evening, I attended the Year 12 Indigenous Graduation 
ceremony in Townsville, presided by Bishop Tim Harris; where 
indigenous students across the diocese celebrated coming to the end of 

their schooling and Catholic education. It was a fitting occasion 
for students. At this ceremony, Columba was awarded the 
Aborignal and Torres Strait Islander School of the Year award, for 
engaging in ways to promote students' success and recognition 
of  culture at the College. I was proud to accept the award with 
Kylie Mitchell - Indigenous Education Worker and Patricia Phillips 
- Emerging Leaders Coordinator. 

Next week Year 8 and 9 students will engage in their Camping 
program and will undertake a 3 day camp at the College camping 
property ‘Marybank’. These experiences are integral to student 
formation and resilience and builds great connections between 
all who attend - staff and students. 
 
By now you would have received a RADII survey from Dr Jean 
Thompson who has been engaged by Townsville Catholic 
Education to collate parent, staff and students responses on how 
the College is progressing this year. I urge you to complete this 
important survey, as it is an indicator that we use to gauge 
progress and to set goals for 2021. Please note the closing date of 
23 September. 
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WEEK 7 

RESPECT FOR THE ENVIRONMENT -  

Moving sensibly and safely in and around the classroom 

Prep   Alyssa Jeffries 

Year 1  Lainee Emerson 

Year 2  Lincoln Strahorn 

Year 3  Hannah Johny 

Year 4  Harrison Hicks 

Year 5  Billy Shun 

Year 6A Caleb Fagan 

Year 6B Kai Lindsay 

  

WEEK 8 

RESPECT FOR THE ENVIRONMENT -  

Contributing to keeping the classroom environment clean 
and tidy  

Prep  Audrey Bennetto 

Year 1  Nash Bryant 

Year 2  Hunter Price 

Year 3  Jakome Wosomo 

Year 4  Renee Meehan 

Year 5  Chloe Archer 

Year 6A Jessica Wosomo  

Year 6B Cooper Jeffries 

WEEK  8  

RESPECT FOR TRADITIONS - Active participation in 
environmental stewardship and education at Columba. 
Year 7  Oscar Truong 

Year 8   Colby Whelan 

Year 9   Ron Denton 

Year 10 Caitlin Cronin 

Year 11 Olivia Stevenson 

Year 12 Neeve Gallagher 

 

WEEK 7 

RESPECT FOR TRADITIONS - Maintain a neat appearance 
and follow the school uniform policy 

Year 7  Brydee Jackson 

Year 8  Cody Bourke 

Year 9   Ava Godier 

Year 10  Venedict Valenton 

Year 11 Davauntay Peters 

Year 12 Maddison Jones 

In readiness for 2021, I remind parents that the College backpack will become compulsory from the start of school in 2021. There are plenty 
of supplies at Titley’s on Gill Street for purchase. 
 
Enrolments are steady for 2021 and beyond, and I especially urge any parents who have family or friends intending on Year 7 enrolment to 
engage in this as soon as possible, as places are filling fast. 
 
Tomorrow, Columba hosts the Inter School Formal for Year 11 and 12 students across Charters Towers. Congratulations to students who 
have shown grit, determination, humility and grace in this year of uncertainty and disruption. It is planned to be a grand and fitting occasion. 
 
Best wishes for the fortnight ahead. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
   Candi Dempster 
   PRINCIPAL 
 



Name:               Haydn Champion 
 

Hometown:       Charters Towers 

 

Subjects Taught: History, HPE, Design Technology, Economics and Business, Year 11 & 12 Pastoral Leader 
 

Favourite Foods:  Chicken Parmigiana, Reef Fish or Sushi      

 

Hobbies:    Golf and Fishing  

Dear Parents, Caregivers, Students and Staff, 
 

Term 3 has been an extremely busy term. The numerous events and 
sporting activities on offer have been nothing short of incredible. 
Scrambled Legs, Athletics Academy, COVID-19 Recovery Fair, Softball, 
Netball, Interschool Athletics, Interschool Rugby League & Tennis, 
Touch Football, Taste of Secondary, Taste of Boarding, SET planning, 
Boarder camps to Airlie Beach and Magnetic Island, Year 8 & 9 
Student and Parent Information evening and Founders’ Day are just 
some of the events and activities that our school has been involved so 
far this term.  Add in the rigors of the academic agendas, and it is no 
wonder that our students and staff will be looking for that much 
needed rest and recreation at the end of the term. There is so much 
on offer that all students have the opportunity to become involved in 
the Columba family. 
 

This Friday, 11 September, commencing at 6.00 pm, Columba will be 
hosting the Interschool Formal. This year, due largely to COVID-19 
restrictions, the event will be held at the Mount Carmel BRT area. The 
theme is “A Starry Night”. Even though no dancing is permitted this 
year, there will be a 3-course meal and free beverages on offer, in 
addition to live music. There will be some other surprises on offer as 
well which I am sure will provide much joy for the young men and 
women in attendance. I am confident that the young men will look 
dapper in their outfits and the young ladies most glamorous in their 
gowns.  I would like to thank Haydn Champion for all his efforts in 
bringing this event to fruition and I wish everyone in attendance a 
great night. 
 

It is needless to say that 2020 has been in many ways a challenging 
year, especially in light of the 2020 COVID-19 pandemic. Staying 
connected has at times been truly difficult. This Thursday, 10 
September, 2020, is the national day of action dedicated to reminding 
everyone that every day is the day to ask, “Are you OK?” and support 
those struggling with life's challenges. This for the main is known as 
RUOK Day and this year's message is ‘There’s more to say after R U 
OK?' If you feel like something’s not quite right or the same with 

someone you know, there is a good chance that something may be 
going on in their life which may be impacting them in a negative 
way. Trust that gut instinct and take the time to ask them “Are you 
OK?” If someone indicates or states that they’re not OK, take the 
time to listen to them and encourage them to take action. Finally, it 
is good practice to regularly check in with someone who may have 
been or is currently struggling to meet life’s challenges for that 
conversation could change, or even save, their life. Please take the 
time to visit the RUOK website at www.ruok.org.au for more 
information on this very worthwhile cause. 
 
Next Week Year 8 and 9 students will be involved in school camps. 
The venue this year will be Marybank, the College’s property located 
approximately 25 kilometres from Charters Towers. The students 
and staff will be involved in a wide range of team building activities 
that will enable the students to unwind and build on their 
community relationships. School camps are a great medium for 
establishing new and meaningful relationships between students 
and staff as well. 
 
Finally, it is expected that all students attend classes at the College 
until the very last day, 18 September. An early mark to the holidays 
or going home to work are not considered reasonable excuses for an 
early departure. Every day counts and your child/ren’s education is 
always the College’s number one priority. Have a great end to the 
term. 
 

Regards, 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dan Kyle 
DEPUTY PRINCIPAL - PASTORAL/RESIDENTIAL 
 

 
 

Just a reminder that the School Dental Van is at the Mount Carmel Campus. Consent forms were sent home with students in Prep - Year 12 
for your completion and return to the College. So please check their bags if you haven't received one. Boarding parents, please check your 
email. Once I receive the completed consent forms, an appointment will be scheduled by the Dental van staff for your child. 
 
If you have any questions or did not receive a form and would like one, please contact me. 
 
Terrina Muston 
COLLEGE NURSE 
 

http://www.ruok.org.au/
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We have managed to pack so much into Term 3, with a major 
focus on our learning, and the development of new routines 
that would maximise our learning and help keep us focussed. 
The students started the term with a new teacher, a new 
classmate, and a new School Officer. As a group, we have grown 
and learnt so much, about the curriculum, ourselves and each 
other. I would like to acknowledge the students’ resilience in 
the way they have approached this term, and in the way they 
have supported each other. We have also managed to squeeze 
in lots of fun along the way. 
 
This term has been jam packed with learning. In Science, we 
have learnt about how light travels in straight lines, how 
shadows form, and how light can be reflected with a mirror and 
refracted by water. During Geography lessons, we have learnt 
about various countries in the continents of North America and 
Europe. Religion lessons have seen us compare, contrast and 
explain stories from the New Testament according to the gospel 
writers Matthew and Luke. We have just finished writing our 
Information Reports about our chosen countries, putting into 
practice all that we have learnt about formal, factual writing. 
Maths has seen us create simple budgets, identify factors, 
equivalent fractions and different angles and their properties. 
We certainly have been busy! 
 
This term has allowed us to have an abundance of good times 
as we dressed up for Book Week, hung out with our Prep 
buddies, participated in Ride to School Day, STEAM and of 
course our Primary Athletics Carnival. These events have 
warmed our hearts, and allowed us to be involved in the many 
opportunities that Columba has to offer.  Last Thursday we 
spent a lovely day together, celebrating our College on 
Founders’ Day. It was so wonderful to be together as one 
college to eat, pray, sing and run. It was especially wonderful to 
see the children engage so fully in our liturgy, and we thank Ms 
O’Sullivan and Mr O’Connor for making it so engaging and fun. 
We congratulate our very own Bailey McGuire who won 
Columba’s Got Talent with a song she wrote herself! Our first 
Colour Fun Run was a raging success, as we were covered with 
all the colours of the rainbow. Our class raised in excess of 
$2230, the most of any class on the St Mary’s Campus. Thank 
you to all our family and friends who donated; we appreciate it. 
It was so special to see the smiles on everyone’s faces at the 
Colour Run as the kids all got involved and joined in the spirit of 
the day. 
 
Lastly, I would like to thank you, the parents, for being so 
supportive of Year 5 and helping us to become the best versions 
of ourselves. We are thankful for our time together, and look 
forward to the many positive experiences that lie ahead.  
 
Mrs Marisa O’Connor  
YEAR 5 TEACHER 



This term, three teams of Columba students participated in 
the Interschool Debating Tournament. Our junior team – 
Adam Brandis, Brydee Jackson, and Claire Scott (ably 
assisted by Clarice Young) – remained undefeated for all 
four debates and placed first overall. Congratulations to 
these first-time debaters! The Columba intermediate team – 
Isaac Neilson, Cassandra McIntosh, and Hayley Zadow (ably 
assisted by Grace Boref) – placed fourth overall. Our 
College’s senior team – Bree-Anna Meehan, Imogen Ruyg, 
and Jasmine Thompson – came second in the tournament. 
The trophy went to BTC this year, but we aim to reclaim it 
next year. Thank you to our wonderful volunteers who 
performed chair and timekeeper duties. Special thanks to 
Mr De Waele, Mr Robertson, Mrs King, and Miss Skrinis for 
adjudicating and helping with set up and supervision. 
Columba pride was on display throughout the tournament. 
 
Dr Alison Clifton 
ENGLISH - MIDDLE LEADER 

Due to Covid19 the format of Interschool Boys’ Tennis was changed to a 
tournament. 
 
The tournament was held on the afternoon and evening of Friday, 28 
August. Columba was represented by: U13s  Bailey Macpherson and Har-
ry Pickering; U14/15 Chase Guy; and Opens Jesse Cullen, Jack Davidson 
and Bryson Steele. 
 
Bailey Macpherson and Harry Pickering won through to the final of the 13 
years division, with Harry taking the title in a high quality contest. 
 
All players enjoyed the competition and displayed great sportsmanship. 
Congratulations to BTC who were the champion school overall. 
 
Andrew Butler 
COACH 



IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
 

 All arrivals through Gauvin Street.  

 Vehicles will process through private College grounds and exit onto Hackett 
Terrace.  

 Pick up at end of the night is from Gauvin Street entrance.  

 College grounds will be closed to all parents  and spectators.  

 Due to Covid-19 regulations, family and friends are not permitted to enter 
the school grounds  for photos and/or as spectators. 

 Photos of the night will be taken and distributed to schools. 
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