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Dear members of the Columba Catholic College community, 
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Dear Parents and Caregivers, 

 

Students have returned and have settled in again to what I hope is a 
stable term, where they can realign and re engage with learning, peers 
and co curricular activities. The attendance right away was very high and 
was extremely pleasing. This was the best indication of students' 
readiness to learn and be back at school. We continue to be COVID-safe 
and I thank day and boarding students and staff for their continued 
vigilance and care for each other. 

 

Students are genuinely excited at co-curricular activities starting up 
again, specifically with interschool sport and debating for secondary 
students. Training has begun in earnest and I thank staff and our valued 
volunteers for giving their time and expertise to our teams. 

 

I am taking the lead to negotiate the restart of primary interschool sport 
with those schools who are willing to participate this term, as some are 
not re engaging with sport this term. I will advise when we have made 
some decisions for primary students. Primary STEAM club, Optiminds, 
Quest for Knowledge and Reading Club have begun, as well as Craft 
Club, Columba Coders, CAD Drama and Art clubs at Mt Carmel. 

 

The Mission and Liturgy Committee at Mt Carmel held a very successful 
Trivia Night last Friday night, to raise funds and to celebrate community. 
Teen Vinnies engaged in the first Tuesday Morning Munchies at St 
Mary’s Campus for breakfast for St Mary’s students and from the steady 
stream of students into the tuckshop - it was a huge success. Put this in 
your diaries for Tuesday - 7.45am on St Mary’s Campus! 

 

Year 10 students are currently undertaking solid formation in careers 
and pathways planning in readiness for senior subject selection with a 
very successful and well attended, subject selection evening held on 
Tuesday. The recording of the night as well as information packs, subject 
selection guides and university pathway books will be distributed in 
coming days to all Year 10 parents unable to attend. 

 

Mt Carmel campus had a blessing and opening of the Yarning Circle, 
celebrating the strength of storytelling and creating another sacred 
space for all students and staff to utilize for classes, prayer experiences 
and quiet time. It is a beautiful area that highlights our College values of 
Courage, Commitment and Compassion imprinted on timber and set in 
the ground as a reminder of what we stand for. At the opening of the 

COURAGE  |  COMMITMENT  |  COMPASSION 

Yarning Circle, the first Indigenous Culture Perfect was installed, to 
become part of the student leadership team at Mt Carmel. 
Moaranni Sam was installed as the first recipient of this role. 
Congratulations, Moaranni. 

 

Catholic Education Week was celebrated this year, in a subdued 
fashion, with a sacred mass presided by Bishop Tim Harris at the 
Cathedral in Townsville. Year 12 student Bree-Anna Meehan was 
the recipient of the Deus Caritas Est Award, a prestigious award for 
an outstanding servant leader in Year 12 at the College. 
Congratulations, Bree. 

 

There have been some staffing changes this term, and we welcome 
Billy-Mac Sullivan as Careers Officer at Mt Carmel Campus.  Leesa 
Stevenson takes on an in class school officer role across both 
campuses. Marisa O’Connor has taken on the role of Year 5 
teacher, while Sally Geaney becomes the full time Year 1 teacher. 

 

As we move into readiness for our Year 7 Taste of Secondary and 
Taste of Boarding events, I urge parents to encourage attendance at 
these and send on any information to friends and family. There are 
limited spaces available. 

 

Next week Dan Kyle and myself embark on our annual Western 
Tour to various schools and areas in the mid-west. Full information 
can be found on Facebook. Look out on Facebook for the various 
western places where our ‘Columba cap’ turns up! I look forward to 
visiting current families for a catch up, as well as meeting new ones.  

 

Best wishes for the fortnight ahead. 
 
Regards 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
   Candi Dempster 
   PRINCIPAL 



Shine at Columba 

Name:    Dean Johnston  

Hometown:    Biloela 

Subjects taught:  11/12 Furnishing Skills, 9/10 Design (Materials) 9/10 Design (Engineering), 

   7 Design (Materials), 7 Science 

Favourite Foods:  Steak Burger, Chicken Tender Wrap 

Hobbies:     Rugby League, Woodworking, Engineering 

  

  

TERM 3 WEEK 1 
Respect for Others - encouraging of others and offer help when 
needed 
 

Prep  Lexie Futcher 

Year 1  Flynn Bailey  

Year 2  Archie Webb 

Year 3  Bridie Jenkins 

Year 4   Will Scholes 

Year 5  Jayden Thomas 

Year 6A Grace Flood 

Year 6B Cooper Jeffries   

  

Prep – Year 10 reports will be emailed in next week. 

 

TERM 3 WEEK 2 

Respect for others  - choosing kinds words when speaking 
to others 
 

Prep  Archie Hodgetts 

Year 1  Adeline McMahon 

Year 2  Brodie Beatty 

Year 3  Alex Thomas 

Year 4  Michael Archer 

Year 5  Henry Perry 

Year 6A Ethan Ford 

Year 6B Sally Sproat 

Congratulations to all of our students and staff for their great efforts in fundraising 
so far. If you haven't created a profile yet, please go to https://
schoolfundraising.com.au/ and click on the 'Student Sign Up' tab. Remember that 
all money raised goes to the Vinnies' Winter Appeal and the College's CSPA.  

Prep – Year 10 interviews will be held on Monday 10 August from 3.30-6.30pm. P-6 Interviews will be held on the St. Mary’s 

Campus and Year 7-12 Interviews on the Mt. Carmel Campus in the Dining room and Kelly Block. Information about how to  

book and times will be emailed with reports.  Please allow travel time if booking interviews on both campuses. 

https://schoolfundraising.com.au/?fbclid=IwAR1RgmqypZ48stFHsePfcqjM3rgcqC004RxKDxLfSopUqKVXmNQynnmdNS4
https://schoolfundraising.com.au/?fbclid=IwAR1RgmqypZ48stFHsePfcqjM3rgcqC004RxKDxLfSopUqKVXmNQynnmdNS4


Welcome back to Term 3 and the hope of opportunities, participation 

and engagement for all our students as we mindfully plan our usual 

activities respecting the COVID Safe protocols.  Our opening assembly 

last week was inspired by the optimism of Year 6 to look forward to 

new ventures, and with God’s love, we can look after our friends and 

take care of ourselves during these times of uncertainty.  

 

In light of COVID resrictions, the decision was made last Friday to 

cancel the Year 6 Canberra Trip.  The increasing risk of travelling 

interstate necessitated revising plans to keep all safe.  Moving forward, 

we are now looking to plan another trip for our Year 6 students 

travelling within North Queensland to experience the best that our 

region has to offer.   

 

Warcries are being practiced loud and proud on Friday afternoons in 

preparation for the Inter-House Athletics Carnival on Wednesday, 

August 5th.  We are excited to be able to invite spectators to the Mt. 

Carmel campus for this event, whilst maintaining all the requirements 

for hygiene, sanitation and social distancing for adults as required.  

Please be aware there will be areas cordoned off for spectators and we 

ask you to be mindful and respectful of observing the social distancing 

conditions so that we can all have a great carnival. A canteen will 

operate between 10.00am and 2.00pm.  Last training sessions will 

occur with Shot Put this Thursday 30th July from 3.15pm – 3.45pm and 

Tuesday 4th August - Long/High Jump from 3.15pm – 4.00pm. 

Gathering our momentum after the carnival, we look forward to Under 

8’s Day on Friday 7th August.   This year’s theme - The World of 

Dinosaurs, will have fun filled activities for students, including 

a paleontology dig for dinosaurs bones!   We look forward to 

our Kindergarten and other Early Learning Centres in the 

community joining us for the morning.  The Year 6, 9 and 10 

students are definitely looking forward to assisting at U8’s Day.   

 

Morning Munchies started this week with the Mt. Carmel 

Student Representative Council students volunteering their time 

to provide a nutritious breakfast on the St. Mary’s Campus for 

the students.  Morning Munchies will continue throughout the 

term on Tuesday mornings and all students are invited to 

participate.   

 

A reminder that Parent/Teacher interviews will take place on 

Monday 11th August.  Please take this opportunity to meet with 

your child’s teacher to discuss their progress in Semester 1.  

 

Best wishes for this term 

 

 

 

 

Joanne Andrews 

DEPUTY PRINCIPAL - SM CAMPUS 

 

Celebrated annually, Catholic Education Week is an opportunity for all 
Catholic schools in Queensland to celebrate and promote their distinctive 
mission and ethos. Catholic education strives to make a difference in the lives 
of those in our schools and in the wider community by challenging young 
people to live out the message of Jesus and to reach their full potential as 
compassionate, contributing, life-giving members of society.  Due to the 
ongoing community restrictions as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, official 
events associated with Catholic Education Week 2020 have been cancelled.  
However, a special Catholic Education Week Mass was held where Year 12 
student, Bree-Anna Meehan was bestowed Columba Catholic College 
recipient of the Deus Caritas Est Award. This very prestigious student award 
recognises loving service lived out with a faith conviction and was presented 
to Bree-Anna by Bishop on Monday in Townsville. 
 
Congratulations to staff members, Christine O’Sullivan and Sonia Wood on 

being nominated for a 2020 Spirit of Catholic Education Award. The Spirit of 
Catholic Education Awards 2020 will be presented in Term 4.  



Shine at Columba 

Wow! We are halfway through Year 2 and the children have come back 
from holidays settled and ready to work beautifully, which has meant we 
are straight into the fun part of learning! 
 
We are exploring life cycles this term, and have spent this first week 
looking at Mealworms. We have our very own Mealworm friends in the 
classroom, so we can observe the life cycle first hand. These little 
creatures are the larvae stage of Darkling Beetles. After observing and 
researching, we drew and labelled a life cycle of them. We then created 
our own life cycle, showing that living things move through similar stages 
during a lifetime. We would love to exhibit our work this term in a ‘Year 2 
Egg-cellent Exhibition’, so stay tuned.  
 
During HASS this term, we are going to learn the features of the world 
map, and then research a chosen continent. To start off the term, we 
created collaborative posters to show what knowledge we already had 
about maps, and what we would like to know or need to learn.  
 
This is just a snippet of the fun units of work we have to complete this 
term. We can’t believe we are actually learning sometimes! 
 
Toni Pilcher 
YEAR TWO TEACHER 

TRAINING SCHEDULE (For 9-12 year olds) 
 
Shot Put:  
Thursday 30th July 3.15 - 3.45pm 
SM Campus Oval 
 
Long Jump and High Jump:  
Tuesday 4th August 3.15pm - 4.00pm 
 
 

800m:     
Monday 3 August 8.30am 
MC Campus Oval 
Please note: This is a closed event - no spectators  
 
Athletics Carnival:   
Wednesday 5 August 8.30am - 3.00pm 
MC Campus Oval 
Spectators Welcome 
 
COVID Safe Protocols apply.  If you are unwell, please 
do not attend. 



Year 1 has made a wonderful start to Term 3, returning well-
rested and eager to share stories of their holidays. This  term, the 
students will be engaged in many collaborative group work 
activities. The benefits of working together within small groups 
are numerous and include; the development of interpersonal skills 
such as turn taking and listening, solving problems together, and 
taking on new roles and responsibilities. 

 

Speaking of ‘groups’, we are thrilled that our invaluable volunteer 
helpers are returning to our Reading Groups. This term, will be 
working hard to further build upon our decoding skills as well as 
our ability to infer and make connections with texts. In our R.E 
lessons, we will be hearing many of the ‘Jesus Healing Stories’ and 
also discovering what life was like in Jesus’ time. At the 
culmination of our unit, students will be working in small groups 
to create ‘Freeze Frames’ to recount one of the healing stories 
they have heard. 

 

The students become budding little artists on Friday afternoons as 
we  experiment with the elements of line, colour, shape and 
texture to produce a series of artworks. At the end of the term, 
we plan to proudly showcase our creations in our Year 1 Art 
Exhibition. Save the date - it’s sure to be amazing! 

 

This term is certainly not confined to the happenings in our 
classroom. We are eagerly preparing for, and awaiting the Inter-
house Athletics Carnival, Founders’ Day and Under 8’s to name 
but a few. So, it's onwards and upwards for the students of Year 
1! 
 
Sally Geaney 
YEAR ONE TEACHER 

Shine at Columba 



Shine at Columba 

Term 3 Mathematics 
It is with great relief and enthusiasm that we were able to commence 
Term 3 with face-to-face learning and to have our classrooms back to 
capacity.  It is evident after the first week, that the students too are 
feeling more positive about commencing learning this term.  The 
Senior students in particular are relieved to have the regular face-to-
face contact with their respective teachers.   
 
Year 12 Mathematics 
As Year 12 students are completing the final unit in each of the 
respective Senior Mathematics courses, they are also preparing for 
their final internal assessment.  On Monday 10th August the 
Mathematical Methods and General Mathematics students will be 
sitting an examination and the Essential Mathematics students will be 
submitting their problem-solving modelling assessment task.  
Teachers and students are now focused on strategies that optimise 
their chance for a successful outcome.  In preparation for the 
assessment, practice exams are being used; revision work is being set 
on Google Classroom and in class time; and formula sheets have been 
printed for students.  It is important that students take an active role 
in their preparation and seek help early.  It has been found that 
students who work through practice questions rather than simply re-
reading their notes have better success.  When students complete 
practice questions, they are provided with the correct modelled 
response, and can then mark their own work. This allows students to 
identify the gaps in their own knowledge and become familiar with 
the structure of an expected response.  The Senior Mathematics 
teachers are committed to assisting the students prepare for the 
upcoming, assessment tasks, and will respond to each student’s 
questions.  “Homework Help” is available to all students on Thursdays 
3:05-4:05 in the library.  At the completion of these final internal 
assessments the focus turns to preparation for the external exams in 
Term 4. 
 
Year 11 Mathematics 
Year 11 Mathematics students are currently working through Unit 2 in 
their respective courses and are expected to regularly work through 
set practice questions.  It is important for all Year 11 students to 
develop sound study skills this year, and develop strategies to help 
them stay focused in a world of distractions.  Here are some tips for 
successful study: 
 organise your study space,  
 only have the books you need for one subject at a time,  
 place your phone in another room,  

 and set a timer 20-40 mins. 
 

The assessment tasks for Unit 2, Mathematical Methods and General 
Mathematics have an exam, Essential Mathematics have a problem-
solving modelling task, will be completed in week 8 this term. 
 
Year 10 Mathematics 
This term asks students to build upon their understanding of 
measurement and geometry.  They investigate areas of composite 
shapes, surface areas and volumes.  They also investigate properties 

of similar triangles and applying ratio and scale factors to 
similar figures, determine bearings and use the compound 
interest formula. 
 
Year 9 Mathematics 
Students build on understanding developed throughout the 
year and apply learning to a series of problem-solving and 
reasoning tasks.  Students will explore the application of 
trigonometric ratios to solve right-angled triangle problems and 
Pythagoras’ theorem using similarity with trigonometry.  They 
will apply the distributive law and binomial expansion to 
algebraic expressions to solve linear equations. 
 
Year 8 Mathematics 
The term continues to focus on developing students’ 
understanding of integers by plotting in the four quadrants of 
the Cartesian plane. They are introduced to straight line graphs 
and explore linear and non-linear relationships. They will learn 
to develop algebraic expressions to model real-world 
applications and use a variety of mathematical techniques to 
solve algebraic equations. 
 
Year 7 Mathematics 
Students build on understanding developed throughout the 
year explore the Cartesian plane, classify triangles and describe 
quadrilaterals.  They will also investigate the conditions for two 
lines to be parallel, by expanding on their knowledge of angles 
and learning to identify corresponding, alternate and co-interior 
angles. 
 
Students who struggle with Mathematics should seek help early 
and “Homework Help” is available to all students on Thursdays 
3:05-4:05 in the library. 
 
Sophia Michaelis 
MIDDLE LEADER - MATHEMATICS 
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