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Dear Columba families, 

We have had a wonderful beginning to Term Two, with much 
activity and engagement in events such as the Boarder Parent 
Council meeting, Primary Interschool Cross Country, ANZAC Day 
Dawn Service and March, Parent/Teacher/Student Interviews and 
the TODAY show broadcast on the holidays! Once again I am 
delighted with the commitment, energy and pride students and 
parents show in our College. It really makes a difference when we 
get involved in opportunities. 

Parent/Teacher/Student interviews were on the whole well 
attended, and it was excellent to see students in day uniform 
attend and discuss their learning progress and future goals across 
Prep to Year 12. The results in the Mt Carmel student progress 
reports revealed some dedicated progress and intent by the 
majority of students. One area of need is the area of time 
management.  It was evident that students need your support in 
balancing sport, work, culture and socialisation demands so that 
drafts are submitted in a timely manner for teacher feedback. I 
commend our Year 7 students for their solid transition into high 
school, as reflected in the progress reports. 

Progress of the College Museum is being steadily made, with 
some past scholars coming in to assist with the identification of 
names on photographs, artifacts and manuscripts. I will update 
you, as it progresses. 

There have been some staffing changes at the College. Joan 
Scanlan, teacher at Mt Carmel is being replaced by Mr Harvey 
Collerton, who will begin at Mt Carmel in coming weeks. 
Megan Francis, Year 1 teacher has been replaced by Toni 
Pilcher, who was teaching two days a week in Year 3. Ryan 
O’Connor - APRE at St Mary’s, who also taught at Mt Carmel 
Campus, has taken the 2 days teaching role for Year 3. Jaime 
Werner, will replace Ryan O’Connor at the Mt Carmel Campus 
in coming weeks. I wish our exiting teachers well into the 
future and welcome our new staff to Columba. 

See you at the Country Music Festival and Float! 

Best wishes for the fortnight ahead. 

 Candi Dempster 
 PRINCIPAL 

NOW OPEN - YEARS 3 TO 12.  100% fee relief on tuition for one academic year. 

Applications close Friday May 24, 2019.    For details and an application form visit our website: 
www.columba.catholic.edu.au 

http://www.columba.catholic.edu.au


Name:               Christine Bell     

Hometown:       Charters Towers   

Role description:   Enrolments Registrar & Admin Support  

Favourite Food:  Seafood 
Hobbies:    House renovations, Watching Football, Playing Netball & Futsal, Spending 
   time with family & friends. 

Once again, our school will participate in the Country 
Music procession on Friday 3rd May.  The theme of 
the procession is Celebrating Outback Icons.  The 
procession commences at 5.30pm.  Students are 
asked to meet staff by 5.00pm at Elizabeth Park, 
Hodgkinson Street end.  Following the procession, 
students will walk back to St. Mary’s Campus and 
parents are asked to collect students from the 
Undercover Area.  It is impossible to say with any 
degree of certainty, the time of pick up as this will 
depend on the length of the procession.  However, 
judging on past years, students are usually arriving 
back at St. Mary’s Campus by 6.20 pm. 

  

In keeping with our theme, all Prep – Year 12 students 
are invited to be part of the procession and are asked 
to come dressed as either ‘ringers’, ‘sheep shearers’ 
or ‘swaggies’. During the procession, Prep students 
will ride on the back of the truck, while all other 
students will walk with staff.  

 

P-6 permission slips have been distributed. Year 7-12 
students participating in the float are to collect a 
permission slip from the MC Campus Office. All 
permission slips need to be signed and returned to 
your Campus Office by Friday 3 May.   

A reminder that the School Dental Van is currently on the Mount Carmel 
Campus. If you haven’t already completed and returned a consent form and 
you would like your child to visit the dental van, please contact me and I will 
arrange to get one to you. Once I receive the completed consent forms, I will 
schedule an appointment for your child with the Dental Van. 
 

If you have any questions or did not receive a form and would like one, please 
contact me. 

 

Terrina Muston 
COLLEGE NURSE 

Our Mini and Teen Vinnies' groups have now launched the Winter Appeal. The 
following items can be brought into either College office: 

 Deodorant (male, female and teen) 

 Small packs of tissues 

 Hand creams 

 Packs of cakes of soap 

 Liquid soap 

 Toothbrushes (adult and children) 

 Toothpaste (adult and children) 

 Female sanitary items 
 

We thank you for your generosity. 

 

Tuesday 14 May Wednesday 15 May Thursday 16 May Friday 17 May Monday 20 May 

Writing Reading Conventions of Language Numeracy Catch up test 

  Catch up test Catch up test Catch up test   

Information for Years 3, 5, 7 & 9 Parents  
Columba Catholic College students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 will be undertaking NAPLAN testing online in May this year. The 2019 NAPLAN online 
test window starts on the 14 May 2019 and finishes on the 24 May 2019.  

 

The National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) assesses literacy and numeracy skills. All eligible Year 3, 5, 7 and 9 
students are to complete the NAPLAN testing. Parents and Caregivers please ensure that your child / children are punctual to school and avoid 
making appointments on these days. 

 

Parents and caregivers of students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 need to be aware of important information relating to privacy, which can be found on 
the NAPLAN Online Queensland website’s parent information page (http://nap.edu.au/naplan/privacy) as well as the information in the fact 
sheet about  NAPLAN Online – Information for Parents and Carers  (https://www.nap.edu.au/docs/default-source/default-document-library/
naplan-online-information-brochure-for-parents-and-carers.pdf?sfvrsn=4).  

 

Please note the 2019 NAPLAN schedule for Years 3, 5, 7 and 9 students at Columba Catholic College. 
 

 
 
 
 
Maria Peck      Joanne Andrews 
DEPUTY PRINCIPAL - ADMINISTRATION DEPUTY PRINCIPAL - SM CAMPUS 

https://www.nap.edu.au/docs/default-source/default-document-library/naplan-online-information-brochure-for-parents-and-carers.pdf?sfvrsn=4
https://www.nap.edu.au/docs/default-source/default-document-library/naplan-online-information-brochure-for-parents-and-carers.pdf?sfvrsn=4


Shine at Columba 

Welcome back to a very busy Term 2 that began with our Easter Liturgy on Tuesday morning.  Easter 
is that special time of the year to reaffirm our faith that we can confidently proclaim the message of 
the Good News without the physical appearance of Jesus; without looking for God in overt signs and 
miracles but finding grace in reflection and in one another. Our liturgy reminded students to be 
inspired to live out the Good News in the way we treat each other and to be people of hope, joy and 
peace.  
 

It was pleasing to have many families participate in the Parent/Teacher/Student interviews on 
Tuesday afternoon.  These interviews set the scene for early communication between school and 
home to provide information on your child’s academic progress and their personal development.  
Educating children is a partnership shared with home and school and working together to support 
our students, to provide the best educational outcomes. If you were unable to make the interview 
time and would like to discuss your child’s progress, I encourage you to make a suitable time 
between yourself and your child’s teacher to meet.  

 

The primary cross country team competed in the Inter-School Cross Country carnival at All Souls and 
St. Gabriel’s College course on Wednesday morning.  Congratulations to Richmond Hill State School 
for their performance in winning the overall trophy. Columba Catholic College were placed fourth 
overall.  Individual performances included Jackson Walsh claiming the 11yr Boy’s Age champion 
and to Bailey McGuire, Harry Pickering and Ella MacPherson who have all claimed a position in the 
district Cross Country team. Thank you to Mr Webber for preparing the team for this event with 
Little Legs training before school and to Mrs O’Connor, Mrs Geaney and Mrs King who supported Mr 
Webber with the training.    A special thank you also to Mrs Martell and Mr Webber who assisted at 
the carnival. 

 

This Friday the students will take on the spirit of the Country Music Festival, starting with the Best 
Dressed Country Boy and Girl parade at 11.00am.  Following the parade, students will participate in 
their own music concert, dancing singing and reciting in a country hoedown.  Later in the evening, 
students are once again invited to participate in the float parade.  Please refer to the notice in this 
newsletter for parade organisation details.   Everyone participating in the parade is encouraged to 
dress in the Outback Aussie Icon theme by dressing as either swaggies, ringers or shearers.  Prep 
students will be riding on the float and have a special part to play in bringing the theme to life.  Prep 
parents are reminded to refer to the note that was sent home last week regarding the dress for Prep 
students. 

 

Over the Easter break, basketball hoops and catch sails were installed in the undercover area.  This 
new addition to recreation activities available to students has been taken up with great enthusiasm.  
Thank you to our Catholic School Parents’ Association who provided the resources for our new 
equipment.  Another installation over the holidays was the mural that has been placed in the 
stairway entrance to ‘C ‘Block.  The mural depicts our founders and the rich history and traditions 
they have brought to our college.   The mural was designed by staff who attended a Spirituality 
retreat last year, supported by Mt. Carmel Campus - Assistant Principal for Religious Education, Ms 
Christine O’Sullivan.  The same mural is displayed on the outside of the chapel on the Mt. Carmel 
campus.  When visiting the St. Mary’s campus please take the time to view the mural as there are 
many finer details not seen from a distance.  

 

Class Buddy groups this year have been extended across the campus and all classes have a buddy 
group that come together regularly in a range of activities.  Class buddy groups are Year 6G & Prep, 
6R & Year 3, Year 5 & Year 2, Year 4 & Year 1.   The students look forward to their buddy groups and 
the activities that include reading circles, technology helpers, prayer and Mass buddies.  Having role 
models that care and support each other contributes to the social and emotional development of all 
our students. 

 

 
 

 
     Joanne Andrews 
     DEPUTY PRINCIPAL - SM CAMPUS 

National Consistent Collection of Data on School Students with a disability. 
Attached to this newsletter is information for parents and families on the National Consistent Collection of Data that will occur in August this 
year.  This national data collection provides information to the Australian Government on the adjustments schools are making to support 
students with disability as defined in the Disability Discrimination Act 1992.   Based on specific levels of support (frequency and intensity), 
schools receive  recurrent funding proportionate to the number of students identified that require reasonable adjustments so they can access 
and participate in education on an equitable basis to their peers.  Teachers and their school teams will be collecting and moderating this data 
over the next few weeks ready for the data upload in August.   







If students have a medical condition, impairment or other circumstance that makes it difficult to sit the Queensland Core Skills Test (QCST) on 

the same basis as other students, then students may be eligible for special provision.  

Students are eligible for special provision if they have:  

¨ A medical condition or an impairment  

¨ Exceptional circumstances prevent them from sitting the test.  

Examples of special arrangements that include adjustments to test conditions such as restbreaks, enlarged test papers, use of a computer, 

use of medical equipment.  

Applications close on the 21st  May for long-term illnesses or impairments such as diabetes, colour blindness, arthritis. More information 
about special provision is available on the Queensland Curriculum and Assessment Authority (QCAA) website: https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/
senior/qcs-test/special-provision.  Please contact Maria Peck if you would like to find out more information. 

On Friday 26 April, English students from 
Years 10, 11, and 12 attended workshops at 
Authors with Soul. Year 10 students 
discovered the role of fate in Shakespeare’s 
Romeo and Juliet and some brave souls even 
stood up to perform as characters in the play. 
The workshop was run by Dr Claire Hansen 
from James Cook University, an expert on 
Shakespeare who is a member of the team 
behind the highly-regarded Shakespeare 
Reloaded educational project. Students 
learnt that the play is not a book to be read 
but a vibrant text that is meant to be 
performed. 
 
Years 11 and 12 English students delved into 
the world of creative writing with 
Queensland author Barbara Hannay. She 
provided a wealth of wisdom and inspiration 
to help students with the narrative pieces 
they are writing in their Senior English 
classes. Students from Columba Catholic 
College asked pertinent and interesting 
questions and learnt a lot about structuring 
their work. 
 
Overall, Authors with Soul provided a great 
opportunity for students to get out of the 
classroom for an hour and learn from experts 
in the fields of English literature and creative 
writing. 
 
Dr Alison Clifton 

Homework Club is available to all Year 7-12 students to focus on their homework and 
academic studies in a quiet, supervised and relaxed environment, where they can receive 
assistance from teachers and teacher aides. Homework Club commences again this term 
during Week 2. 
Students are able to attend Homework Club:  

 To complete homework  
 To complete assignments  

 To revise for exams  

 To gain specialized assistance to help understand subject content eg. Maths, Science, 
English, HASS  

 If they have after school sporting and work commitments and they would like an 
opportunity to complete some of their homework during the day.  

 

Students are able to attend Homework Club during Lunch 2 on Tuesday, Wednesday and 
Thursday in Q3 or after school on Thursday afternoon from 3.05-4.05pm. 

 

LUNCH TIME HOMEWORK CLUB SUBJECT FOCUS AREA, 1.35-1.55PM, Q3 

THURSDAY AFTERNOON HOMEWORK CLUB, 3.05-4.05PM, LIBRARY 

WEEK DAY TIME TEACHERS SUBJECT FOCUS AREAS 
A Tuesday 1.35-1.55pm Dr Muke Mathematics 
A Wednesday 1.35-1.55pm Ms Emerick HASS, History, Geography 

A Thursday 1.35-1.55pm Mrs King Science, HPE, History 
B Tuesday 1.35-1.55pm Mrs Porter The Arts: Visual Art, Drama, 

Music 
B Wednesday 1.35-1.55pm Dr Clifton English 

B Thursday 1.35-1.55pm Mrs King Science, HPE, History 

WEEK TEACHER SUBJECT AREA TEACHER AIDES 
2 Ms Michaelis Maths/Science/Physics Mrs Capewell & Miss Spice 

3 Miss Olsen HASS / Maths / E&B / DFF Mrs Capewell & Miss Spice 
4 Ms Michaelis Maths/Science/Physics Mrs Capewell & Miss Spice 

5 Mrs Exarhos  Chemistry/Maths Mrs Capewell & Miss Spice 

6 Miss Olsen HASS / Maths / E&B / DFF Mrs Capewell & Miss Spice 
7 Ms Michaelis Maths/Science/Physics Mrs Capewell & Miss Spice 

8  Mr Champion  HASS/DWM Mrs Capewell & Miss Spice 

9 Miss Olsen HASS / Maths / E&B / DFF Mrs Capewell & Miss Spice 

Year 11 students will complete studying Unit 1 at the End of Week 5 this term. Please 
note that many students will complete their assessment for Unit 1 during Week 5. 
Year 11 students will be required to complete exams in block sessions from 
Wednesday 23 May to Friday 25 May 2019. 

https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/qcs-test/special-provision
https://www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/qcs-test/special-provision


The Australian Curriculum 
The Australian Curriculum is often written and spoken about in 
conversations with parents and frequents the media. Sometimes parents 
are not familiar with what the curriculum entails and it is a priority at 
Columba Catholic College to keep curriculum content as transparent as 
possible. In a nutshell, The Australian Curriculum is designed to teach 
students what it takes to be confident and creative individuals and 
become active and informed citizens. It sets the goal for what all 
students should learn as they progress through their school life – 
wherever they live in Australia and whatever school they attend. 
 

Every student is unique, with different needs and interests. Teachers use 
the curriculum to plan in ways that respond to those needs and interests. 
The Australian Curriculum is flexible, allowing schools and teachers to 
personalise student learning. 
 

Find more information about the Australian Curriculum on the ‘Parents’ 
page of the Australian Curriculum website, where you can: 
 Download fact sheets and brochures, which give more detailed 

information about the Australian Curriculum in the first year of 
school (Foundation), Years 1–2, Years 3–4, Years 5–6, Years 7–8, 
Years 9–10 

 Find answers to frequently asked questions. 
 
Website: 
https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/parent-information/ 
Courtesy of ‘The Australian Curriculum’ website. 
 
 
Google Classroom 
When teachers effectively integrate technology into subject areas, they 
grow into roles of adviser, content expert, and coach. Technology helps 
make teaching and learning more meaningful and fun.  Every grade in 
the school now has a Google Classroom. Google Classroom's purpose is 
to facilitate paperless communication between teachers and students 
and streamline educational workflow. Classroom allows teachers to 
create classes, post assignments, organise folders, and view work in real 
time.  It is an excellent form of feedback for students to help develop 
their learning. 
 
Internet Safety 
Good (and bad) news travels fast online, and without some forethought, 
children can find themselves in tricky situations that have lasting 
consequences. The solution? Learning how to share with those they 
know and those they do not. 
 
Communicate Responsibly 
 Encourage thoughtful sharing by treating online communication like 

face-to-face communication; if it isn’t right to say, it isn’t right to 
post. 

 Create guidelines about what kind of communication is (and isn’t) 
appropriate. 

 
 Keep personal details about family and friends private. 
 
 
Interland 
Interland is an online adventure created by Google that puts the key 
lessons of digital safety into hands-on practice with games. 

Website: 
https://beinternetawesome.withgoogle.com/en_us/interland 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MacqLit 
MacqLit is a programme that I have been running for some 
students who attend Learning Enrichment.  MacqLit is for 
children in Year 3 and above who need further development 
with their reading skills. Fluent reading is paramount to a 
successful education and is an integral part of life.  So far, 
students have been obtaining pleasing results with this 
intervention, with some children exiting the programme after 
only 8 weeks. All of the students who partake in this programme 
are working extremely hard and should be commended for their 
efforts. 
 

Establishing the building blocks for literacy starts very early in 
life and a child’s early literacy skills are a predictor for later 
literacy and academic achievement. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please feel free to email me or come and see me if you would 
like any further information on curriculum or learning 
enrichment matters. 
 

God bless 

 

Robecca Sorrensen 
LEARNING & TEACHING ADVISER (CURRICULUM), 
LEARNING ENRICHMENT TEACHER 
 
 
 
 

https://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/parent-information/
https://beinternetawesome.withgoogle.com/en_us/interland


Term 2 in Prep is going to be a fun and busy 10 weeks. This week, we will 
participate in the Country Music parade down Gill street. Preps are lucky enough 
to get to ride on the back of the truck. They will also be performing a song at our 
school concert, during the day.  
 
In English this term, students will be looking at a range of fairytales. They will also 
be learning how to write a recount and how to use appropriate punctuation. 
Students will learn a range of skills and strategies to assist as they continue to 
learn reading skills and strategies. 
 
In Maths, students will be learning about three-dimensional shapes, numbers to 
30, days of the week, time and patterns. This will be taught through a mixture of 
group, play based and independent activities. Each week students will take part 
in rotations where there will be a different math topic at each station to focus on 
and develop skills. 
 
For one hour a week, students will engage in Visual Arts where they will 
complete an art activity that is based on the chosen fairytale for the week.  
 
In Technology, Prep students will be learning about the different parts of a 
computer and how to log in and out. They will also be learning how to operate 
Microsoft Word. This is something that they are all really looking forward to and 
have already enjoyed their first lesson in the computer room.  
 
I am really looking forward to watching each student grow and develop even 
further throughout this term.  
 
Taylah Pascoe 
PREP TEACHER 

WEEK 2  
 
TAKES AN ACTIVE ROLE IN DISCUSSIONS AND  
LISTENS RESPECTFULLY TO OTHERS 
 
Prep   Georgia Stout 

Year 1  Desmond McIntosh 

Year 2  Tyler Scharf 

Year 3   Kiandra Evans 

Year 4   Rachel Williams 

Year 5   Kai Lindsay 

Year 6G  Brock Williams 

Year 6R  Mischa Williamson 










