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Dear Columba Families, 
 
Each fortnight, I have much to write about across our vibrant College. 
We have had many successes. 2018 College Captain Kelli Brandis has 
been awarded the prestigious TJ Ryan Scholarship for outstanding 
leadership, community participation and academic excellence. It is a 
national award with only ten recipients across the State. Kelli is 
studying an Advanced Science (Honours) degree at the University of 
Queensland. Year 11 student , Bree-Anna Meehan was awarded a 
Zonta Bursary commending her for her all round excellent work in 
cultural, sporting and academic fields by the Charters Towers Zonta 
Club.  Congratulations. 
 
On the Sporting field, we have had many students making NQ 
Representative teams in Netball, Football, Swimming and Touch 
Football. I look forward to the Interhouse Cross Country Carnivals 
across both campuses in coming weeks. Little Legs (SMC) and 
Scrambled Legs (MCC) trainings are now, more than ever a great 
start to the day, three times a week for our cross country runners! 
The St Patrick’s Day Bake Sales, money lines and Riverdance contest 
were well received and all proceeds are given to Caritas. Persistence, 
hard work and ability to listen and learn reaps good rewards, 
regardless of the area it is displayed in. 
 
Our teaching staff undertook a Twilight professional learning evening 
and delved into e-Learning and how we can use technology to 
advance student thinking and learning. We utilise the Google Suite of 
learning resources at the College. There were 8 workshops delivered 
by our teaching staff to colleagues. We discussed parent 
communication and access to assessment tasks, so there is no reason 
for parents to not be able to access this for their son or daughter. A 
requirement for the College to roll out the ability of parents to see  
assessment tasks, is that parents have a gmail account and that the 
College uses it as an official email address. You will note at the back 
of this newsletter, a form for all family details to be updated. I ask 
that you complete this and send it back to the College as soon as 
you can, as we roll out better learning information to parents using 
our Google platform. This would assist us in trialling this 
communication with you. 
 

The progress of instrumental music across the College has been 
outstanding. Thank you to the many parents who have taken up this 
opportunity for their son or daughter. There are currently some wait 
lists for other instruments to be introduced in Term 2. 
 
As the term rolls on, I ask, as I did in 2018, that parents ensure that 
students attend right up until the last day of term. I place this 
information here, so that there is no ambiguity about my 
expectations for attendance, and thus for quality teaching to 
continue up until the last day of term. With a staggered start for 
many of our students due to floods, the end of term requires 
disciplined attendance and parental support. 
 
I look forward to seeing many of you on Friday evening at our PINK 
STUMPS Cricket evening, as the College hosts the Secondary Schools 
Cricket competition finals, with all Columba teams, in all divisions in 
the finals. 
 
Best wishes for the fortnight ahead. 

 
                           
 
  
 

 
 
 Candi Dempster 
 PRINCIPAL 

Friday March 22nd   

3.30pm, MC Campus Ovals 

Food and drinks available. 



Name:                      Charly Muke  

Hometown:                 Minj, Jiwaka Province, Papua New Guinea 

Subjects Taught:         Mathematics 

Favourite Food:          Sweet Potatoes from Papua New Guinea 

Hobbies:                       Walking, playing basketball, watching rugby league and writing 

 
Monday 25th March  

Venue: Airport Reserve  
Time:    8.15-10.30am 
 

Students are to report to the Airport Reserve by 8:30am.  

Homeroom rolls will be conducted at this time. 

Students are to be in a full and correct sports uniform with house 

shirt, including a College hat.   

All students are expected to run in the Cross Country.  If they are 

not able to run they must provide a written note.  Girls may 

choose to run in PLAIN BLUE OR BLACK skins, PLAIN BLUE OR 

BLACK bike pants, or CCC shorts.  Boys must run in PLAIN BLUE 

OR BLACK skins or CCC shorts.  Please organise this now so that if 

your son/daughter makes the interschool team they have the 

correct uniform.   

From 10:30 onwards, students will be bussed back to the Mt 

Carmel Campus.   

All students will run the distance required for their age group. 

Event schedule:    

   8:40  Open Boys  6 km 
  8:45  Open Girls  4 km 
  8:55  16 Boys  6 km 
  9:05  16 Girls  4 km 
  9:15  15 Boys  4 km 
  9:20  15 Girls  4 km 
  9:25  14 Boys  4 km 
  9:30  14 Girls  4 km 
  9:35  13 Boys  3 km 
  9:40    13 Girls  3 km 
  9:45  12 Boys  3 km 
  9:50  12 Girls  3 km 
  10:20  PRESENTATIONS 

The Columba CSPA in collaboration with the College Leadership 

Team, are working on Parent Engagement topics to help parents 

with their child’s academic, social, emotional, transition to school, 

boarding tips, literacy, numeracy, homework and physical        

development phases throughout schooling.  

The Federal Government site: Learning Potential has excellent, 

relevant and short resources. We recommend that parents look 

at the Learning Potential website and install the app. Parents can 

create a profile for their child and can then access age                   

appropriate resources across early, middle and senior years of 

schooling to post school phases.  

Our first parent engagement topic is around literacy and          

reading;  “The tricky words trick: Pause. Prompt. Praise.” 

Have a look at this tip. We hope it helps you at home.  

https://www.learningpotential.gov.au/the-tricky-words-trick-

pause-prompt-praise 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Having trouble deciding what to put in lunchboxes? Want some 

healthy options or just more ideas?  Check out this website: 

https://raisingchildren.net.au/school-age/nutrition-fitness/

breakfast-lunches/healthy-lunches. 

      Columba CSPA Executive 

https://www.learningpotential.gov.au/the-tricky-words-trick-pause-prompt-praise
https://www.learningpotential.gov.au/the-tricky-words-trick-pause-prompt-praise
https://raisingchildren.net.au/school-age/nutrition-fitness/breakfast-lunches/healthy-lunches
https://raisingchildren.net.au/school-age/nutrition-fitness/breakfast-lunches/healthy-lunches


 Dear Parents, Caregivers, Staff and Students, 

The start to the 2019 school year has been a very positive one. The 
seniors have led from the front and are a real credit to the school 
and their families. This was typified at the recent Interschool 
Swimming Carnival when they stood as one group and cheered their 
hearts out. It certainly left me feeling proud of our great school. 

As it is now Week 8 and students are very busy completing all of 
their assessment requirements. For the staff, they, too, are very busy 
setting and marking assessment instruments. For students, effective 
time management is critical for attaining optimum academic results. 
Columba, acknowledges the importance of parents and caregivers as 
being the ‘first educators’ of their child/ren. Therefore, support from 
both staff and parents and caregivers is critical if students are to 
realize their full academic potential. The upcoming holiday period 
will afford parents and caregivers time to have meaningful and 
productive discussions with their child/ren in terms of how they are 
progressing. 

Over the weekend of the 8 & 9 March, Columba hosted for the 5th 
consecutive year, the Catholic Schools’ Carnival, whereby the Open 
Girls competed for the St Mary’s Shield in Netball, the Open Boys 
competed for the Mt Carmel Shield in Rugby League and the Junior 
and Senior Debating teams competed for the Catholic Schools’ 
Debating Shield. St Margaret Mary's College (Townsville), St 
Catherine’s Catholic College (Proserpine), Southern Cross Catholic 
College (Townsville), Gilroy Santa Maria College (Ingham), Good 
Shepherd Catholic College (Mt Isa), St Teresa’s College (Abergowrie), 
St Anthony’s College (Deeragun) and Columba all participated in the 
competition.  In the debating, both Senior and Junior debating teams 
versed St Margaret Mary's College. The girls placed second in both 
divisions. The Columba Netball team played the favourites of the 
competition, St Margaret Mary's College in the final. Columba did 
not take home the silverware, but were stoic in defeat. The Columba 
boys played St Teresa’s College, Abergowrie, in the Grand Final and 
they, too, did not take home the chocolates this year. In saying that 
though, they were gallant in defeat. Asher Guy won ‘Player of the 
Carnival’ for his outstanding performance throughout the carnival. 
Overall, it was a successful carnival. I would like to thank all of the 
people who assisted with the carnival in any way, especially Llana 
Fuller for organising the catering, Michelle Burns for organising the 
Netball and Joan Scanlan for overseeing the Debating. 

On Friday 15 March, Columba celebrated the National Day against 
Bullying and Violence (NDABV). Over the course of the week, 

students were involved in a number of activities, with the emphasis 
being centred on “being a buddy and not a bully”.  Belonging, 
connection, inclusivity and positive relationships are important 
foundation touchstones of an effective Catholic school and 
‘Awareness’ days and events, such as the NDABV, can only be seen 
as positive initiatives in ensuring a safe and welcoming school 
whereby everyone can achieve desirable outcome’s both academic 
and non-academic. 

This week is Harmony Week! It is about coming together with 
friends and family and through schools, workplaces and our wider 
communities to celebrate our diversity. Nearly 50% of Australians 
were  born overseas or have at least one parent who was. Cultural 
diversity is one of our greatest strengths and lies at the centre of 
who we are. In light of the recent Christchurch massacre, the 
importance of Harmony Day, cannot be emphasised enough. We 
pray for the victims and their families in this time of great sorrow. 
Orange is the colour for Harmony Week because this colour 
traditionally symbolises social communication and meaningful 
conversation along with an open acceptance to freedom of ideas 
and the encouragement of mutual respect. This week, Ms 
O’Sullivan will be organising the sale of orange cold cups to help 
celebrate the week. 
 

 

 

 
 
Dan Kyle  
DEPUTY PRINCIPAL—PASTORAL & RESIDENTIAL 

Shine at Columba 



ALL students are encouraged to attend the Anzac Day March down Gill Street to the Cenotaph. This is an important  
College event. 

DROP-OFF AND PICK-UP POINTS 
All Day students marching can be dropped off by       
Parents / Caregivers at Tony Ireland Motors. Prep-Year 6 
students are to be picked up by Parents / Caregivers 
from the hospital grounds and Years 7‐12 students from 
the High Street entrance of the St Mary’s Campus. 
 
ASSEMBLY POINT  
Mosman/ Mary Street intersection  
(for March down Gill Street). 

UNIFORM REQUIREMENTS 
Uniform requirements will be as follows: 

 Prep: Sports Uniform and Columba Hat  

 Years 1‐6: Day Uniform including Columba Hat 

 Years 7‐12: Formal Uniform with either the Formal or 
Columba Hat only 

 All Prefects must wear blazers during the Dawn Service 
and March. 

Please note: Bucket Hats are not to be worn for this event. 

TIME 
TBA 

Have you filled a bucket today? We are learning how to be ‘bucket fillers’, by doing and 
saying things for and to others that make them happy and want to be at school. 
 
In Health and HASS we have been learning about how we grow and change.  Also in HASS 
we are learning about the sequence of time and significant events that have happened to 
us so far in our lives.  In Maths we have been counting on and counting back, as well as 
developing number sense through practical activities and problem solving. In English we 
are concentrating on our phonic development, word families and the recount genre. This 
term for Religion we have been studying the sacrament of Baptism, including the symbols 
of Baptism and the Baptism of Jesus.  In Technology we are learning about digital systems, 
including the early skills of logging on so next term we can begin to use Studyladder in our 
reading groups and for homework. In Science we are learning how materials change 
through freezing, melting, heating, bending cutting, etc. We have also had opportunities to 
read with our Grade 4 buddies which we all enjoyed. 
 
Year 1 would also like to thank our parent helpers who have been assisting in reading 
groups and swimming lessons this term, and also all those parents who donated goodies 
for our St Patrick’s Day bake sale. All your time and effort is very much appreciated. 

 
 

 
 
 
Megan Francis 
YEAR 1 TEACHER 



What a fantastic start to 2019 our Prep class has had. The first few 
weeks of Term 1 have been very busy with lots of fun activities.  It 
has been wonderful to see each child settle well into school life in 
their own way, whilst growing in confidence. The past 7 weeks have 
been spent forming strong relationships, routines and lots of 
learning.  

In English, students have been focusing on the alphabet and the 
different sounds the letters can make. They have been learning skills 
to assist them as they begin to learn to read and write. One of those 
important skills, is knowing their sight words. Sight word booklets 
have just been introduced, and will help enhance the students’ 
ability to read and write.  Each week, the Preps take part in small 
group literacy rotations where we focus on different topics. One of 
the activities is always based around developing fine motor skills.   

In Maths, they have been focusing on numbers and 2D shapes. 
Lessons have included many hands on games and activities such as 
making square paddle pop photo frames, triangle shaped fairy bread, 
shape monsters, shape hunts and lots of games around counting 
forwards and backwards. 

Science and Technology are being taught in an integrated unit where 
they are learning all about the differences between living and non 
living things and the reuse of recycled items. They have been 
focusing on what living organisms need to survive. For their 
assessment piece, students will be constructing a bird feeder using 
recycled items. We are currently taking donations of recycled 
materials and appreciate families bringing these into Prep. Thank 
you to those that have already provided us with some for our 
masterpieces.  

In Music, students have been learning how to play percussion 
instruments with Mrs. Martell and in PE, swimming with Ms. Francis.  

As we enter the season of Lent, the students have been discussing 
ways in which they can contribute and have even begun 
demonstrating some of their choices in class. Over the next 3 weeks, 
the Preps will continue to work hard and have fun whilst continuing 
our practices in becoming prayerful people.  

 

 

 

Taylah Pascoe  
PREP TEACHER 



During Technology lessons, we have been focusing on how digital 
systems are made up of hardware, software and peripheral devices. 
We then had a look at what an information system is (such as the 
library borrowing system that Mrs Smith uses), and had fun 
identifying the digital devices that are used in such systems.  

Our Health lessons have been centred around being great friends to 
one another. We have tried very hard to be ‘Bucket Fillers’ and have 
been focusing on building supportive friendships. Last Friday was 
National Day of Action against Bullying and we discussed how we 
can be supeheroes and stop bullies by being active bystanders.  

The group shares a great interest in the past. HASS lessons have 
explored our Indigenous and Torres Strait Islander connections to 
the land, as well as the arrival of European settlers.  

This is just a small ‘snapshot’ of what has been happening in our 
class. It is hard to believe we have been at school for  8 weeks! Time 
flies when you are having fun! 

A great start! 

Year 3C has commenced the 2019 school year with energy and 
enthusiasm. Mrs Christensen and Mrs Pilcher have been very 
impressed by their behaviour and eagerness to learn. 

We have been ‘Journeying with Jesus’ in Religious Education 
lessons. Our journey began with the Birth of Jesus and the class has 
enjoyed retelling significant events in Jesus’ life. 

Preparations for NAPLAN have begun and Year 3 are becoming 
acquainted with the format, styles and range of questioning that 
they are likely to encounter later in May. There are specific online 
sites for the students to engage with also. Writing lessons have 
been a ‘hive of activity’ with students constructing Expositions. 
Many students are really developing their abilities to persuade and 
entertain their audience. 

In Mathematics, students have being exposed to a range of 
concepts across all strands of the Mathematics curriculum. 
Concepts covered so far include, reading and interpreting tables, 
place value, developing mental strategies to add and subtract and 
multiply, naming and classifying 2D and 3D shapes….the list goes 
on! 

The students have been enthusiastic scientists this term! We have 
been looking at different heat sources and what makes a good 
conductor and insulator. We have also learned how to read 
thermometers after doing an experiment around the campus.  

Mrs Christensen and Mrs Pilcher 
YEAR 3 TEACHERS 



Date: Friday, 29th March 2019 

Venue: Mt Carmel Campus 

 9-10 years will run 2 Km 

11-12 years will run 3 Km 

All students turning 9, 10, 11 and 12 years of age in 
2019 are expected  to compete. 

Students are to meet Teachers by 8.30am in the Iona 
Centre at the Mt Carmel Campus. 

Students will be bussed back to the St Mary’s Campus 
after the event to resume a normal day. 

WEEK 6 
HAVING A POSITIVE ATTITUDE TO LEARNING 
Prep -   Amelia Hare 
Year 1 -  Desmond McIntosh 
Year 2 -  Bridie Jenkins 
Year 3 -  Erika Truong 
Year 4 -  Chloe Archer 
Year 5 -  Ethan Ford 
Year 6G -  Mikayla Murray 
Year 6R -  Myles Godier 
 
 
WEEK 7 
BEING ORGANISED AND PREPARED FOR LESSONS 
Prep -   Isabelle Pilcher 
Year 1 -  Charlie Webb 
Year 2 -  Blade Milton 
Year 3 -  Mikaela Geaney 
Year 4 -  Charli Hedges 
Year 5 -  Grace Flood 
Year 6G -  Angela Valenton 
Year 6R -  Layla Ford 

 

Date: Tuesday, 26th March, 2019 

Venue: St Mary’s Undercover area 

Time: 6.00-7.30pm 

Sausage sizzle on sale. 

On Monday, the St. Mary’s students celebrated St. Patrick’s Day with a fling!   Students across the campus came together in a sea of 

green as they dressed in their Irish costumes and participated in a number of activities to raise money for Project Compassion.  

Thank you to our Year 1 families for providing the baked goodies that were on sale at Morning Tea.  Our campus leaders collected 

the gold coin donations and filled their chalked House names with coins to contribute to the fundraising efforts.   At lunch, our    

students competed in a River Dance – off.   The children had a great time jigging away to the Irish tunes.  Well done to Polding 

House as the winning House for the most amount of money collected.   Green cold cups and jelly cups on sale at lunch also          

contributed to the very generous amount of $412.00 raised on our campus for Project Compassion.  This year monies raised go   

towards providing solar powered water pumps to provide access to clean drinking water across small communities in Zimbabwe.  



2019 CHARTERS TOWERS ZONTA BURSARY 

Congratulations to Year 11 student Bree-Anna Meehan who was 

presented with the 2019 Charters Towers Zonta Bursary on Tues-

day 12 March by Robyn Pratt. 

 
In true Irish fashion, we celebrated St. Patrick's Day on Monday 18th March (rather than Sunday 17th) on Mt. Carmel campus. Students and 

staff wore their greenest fashion and made a gold coin donation. At morning tea, the Teen Vinnies' group ran a bake sale with all items being 

baked by Teen Vinnies' members. At lunch, College House Leaders ran the House Money Lines competition. Students from each house 

brought along coins to create the longest line with the prize eventually being awarded to Rice House. $681.05 was raised on the day. This 

money will be donated to Caritas' Project Compassion to fund projects including solar pumps for clean water, protecting forests, improving 

education and creating hope for the world's poor to help end poverty, promote justice and uphold dignity.  

 

Years 7-12 Term One Progress and Residential Reports will be 
emailed to all parents and students at the end of term.  Please     
ensure the College has your correct email address as reports will not 
be posted. 

This is also a timely reminder for families to check that all of their 
details are up to date. Please use the attached “Update of Family 
Details” form if required and return to your Campus Office. 

 
Prep ‐ Year 12 Parent/Teacher Interviews will be held on Tuesday 23 

April from 3.30pm – 6.30pm.  

P-6 Interviews will take place on the St. Mary’s Campus and Years 7-

12 interviews will take place on the Mt. Carmel Campus in the    

Dining Room. Please allow time to travel between campuses when 

booking interviews.  

Bookings can be made from Wednesday 27 March until Friday 19 

April 2019. Instructions on how to book interviews will be emailed 

on Wednesday 27 March.  

If the College does not have your current email address, please    

contact the office as soon as possible to provide us with your email 

address.  

Parents of boarders who are unable to attend the interviews can 
request a phone interview with teaching staff. Please book an     
interview time with the teacher/s you would like to meet with and  
email Rebecca Williams (rwilliams7@columba.catholic.edu.au) to let 
the College know you would like a phone interview and provide us 
with the best phone number to contact you on. This information will 
be passed onto the teachers concerned.  

mailto:rwilliams7@columba.catholic.edu.au









