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Dear members of the Columba Catholic College community, 

Year 5   Scott Williamson 
Year 6A  Jessica Allison 
Year 6B  Alexandra Bennedetto 
 

I welcome our new teachers to St Mary’s Campus.  We welcomed 
them during the past two weeks, as they visited the campus and 
became immersed in campus life, their students and our learning 
programs. 

 

There  are so many exciting achievements to report on for 2019, and 
our School Improvement Plan for 2019 has now been finalised and 
can be found on the College website. Of note is the finalisation for a 
2020 launch of our Positive Behaviour Framework. The College 
Leaders and Prefects and SRC members at St Mary’s Campus have 
been working on some visual representations of our positive values 
and we will launch this framework to parents during Term 1, 2020. 

 

Over the break there are some refurbishments taking place, with a 
new Year 11 and 12 learning precinct; extension to Girls’ Boarding; a 
revamped Girls’ study area, and refurbishment of the Mt Carmel 
Kitchen, to name a few. 

 

I wish you and your family a blessed and relaxing Christmas break, 
with some time set aside to realise the reason for the season, as well 
as some cherished time with family and friends. 

 

This website contains great resources and quick reminders to us of 
the reason for the Christmas season.  
http://www.catholicfamilyfaith.org/for-families1.html 
 
Best wishes to you and your family for a safe and holy Christmas 
holiday. 

 

Columba Pride 
 

One College. Two Campuses. Countless Opportunities. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

       
Candi Dempster 
PRINCIPAL 
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Dear Columba family and friends, 

 

As this is the last edition for 2019, there is much to celebrate as well 
as some details to tell you about our plans for 2020. 

 

Year 8 student Isaac Neilson represented north Queensland as the 
representative at the UN Voice of Youth in Brisbane a few weeks ago. 
Isaac performed very well and represented the College and our region 
with much skill and pride. Our public speaking and Debating program 
is a great platform for students to launch into these types of 
opportunities. 

 

Year 11 student Jasmine Thompson is currently in Canberra, 
representing regional Australia in the ‘Country to Canberra’ program, 
where she is meeting with influential members of parliament, media, 
politics, and leadership in an action packed program. There are only 
18 representatives chosen from across the nation. Well done, 
Jasmine. 

 

Our Year 6 students are taking part in their Canberra tour to witness 
parliament in action, visit the sites of our nation’s capital and 
immerse themselves in an experience to remember. 

 

Our volunteer functions to thank the many volunteers who help the 
College grow and offer opportunities for students were held this 
week. A sincere thank you to the many people who make up our 
great College. We are the better for you being part of our College. 

 

Our College and Campus Leaders for 2020 have been named and I 
commend these terrific young people to you, to lead the College into 
the future in 2020. 

 

I wish our departing staff the very best for their future and thank 
them for their loyal and dedicated service over the years:  Stacey 
Reiffel, Amery Sutton, Taylah Pascoe, Alex Sutton, Becky Griffiths, 
Rosie Maguire, Majella Galway, Kirsty Robins and Angela Carroll.  
We wish Michael Peck and Manny Exarhos well as they take Long 
Service Leave in 2020. I will welcome our new staff to you  early in 
2020. 

 

St Mary’s teachers for 2020 have been finalised. They are: 
Prep   Lara Burns 
Year 1   Sally Geaney and Marisa O’Connor 
Year 2   Toni Pilcher and Deirdre Martell 
Year 3   Robyn Christensen and Deirdre Martell 
Year 4   Gerard Webber 
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Name:           Portia Simelane                   

Hometown:                Durban, South Africa                  

Subjects taught:    Geography, Business Studies and English           

Favourite Foods:        Seafood  

Hobbies:                      Reading, Travelling and Youth Motivational Talks        

WEEK 6 - GIVING PRAISE AND ENCOURAGEMENT TO OTHERS 

Prep   Lucy O’Connor 

Year 1   Emily Wright  

Year 2   Tyler Scharf 

Year 3   Sam Flood 

Year 4   Baylee Kerr 

Year 5   Kyron Lillyst 

Year 6G  Mikayla Murray 

Year 6S  Jack Meehan 

 
WEEK 7 - HAVING A POSITIVE ATTITUDE TO LEARNING AND GIVING MY 
BEST EFFORT AT ALL TIMES 

Prep   Georgia Stout 

Year 1   Archie Webb 

Year 2   Lilly Lavery 

Year 3   Michael Archer 

Year 4   Tyla Kerr 

Year 5   Grace Scholes 

Year 6G  Nehemaiah Awali 

Year 6S  Shyann Williams 

 
WEEK 8 - ENJOYS AND CONTRIBUTES TO GROUP WORK 
Prep   Cade Porter 

Year 1   Lincoln Strahorn  

Year 2   Rejina Pedracini 

Year 3   Erika Truong 

Year 4   Jayden Wright 

Year 5   Kaleb Venning 

Year 6G  Nehemaiah Awali 

Year 6S  Cooper Thomas 

We would like to thank all of the parents who have supported the Columba CSPA throughout 2019 in their fundraising efforts.  We 
have been quite successful and as a result we are now able to provide more for our children in their school.  It is astounding the 
support you have given the CSPA in these endeavours and the CSPA Executive appreciate this support very much.  We couldn’t do this 
without you. Thank you.  We hope that you all have a wonderful holiday season and a very Merry Christmas.  See you all in 2020.   
 
Fiona Murray 
CSPA PRESIDENT 
 

Win an amazing Cubby House valued at over $500.  
Built by Columba Catholic College students!  

All proceeds go to the  
2020 Santa Teresa Immersion Experience. 

 
Buy a ticket ($20 per ticket, only 100 tickets available)  

and go in the draw to win a cubby house valued at over 
$500.  This cubby was built by  

Columba Catholic College students!  
Free delivery within Charters Towers City limits. 

Tickets on sale from  
29 October 2019 – 28 November 2019 

Tickets available at St Mary’s and   
Mt Carmel Campus Offices. 

Winner will be announced on  
Friday 29 November 2019! 
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As we draw towards the end of the year and towards the Christmas 
season, we are often reminded about the ‘Reason for the Season’ 
message.  This was a topic of discussion at the latest CCC Youth Group 
meeting. The session focused on the true meaning of Christmas and 
how we can live out Jesus’ greatest commandment - to love one 
another - at this time of the year (and always). This message was also 
prominent in the Christmas video created by two of our CCC Youth 
Group members and uploaded recently to our College Facebook 
page. Take a look! 
 
When we look at Jesus as the ‘Reason for the Season’, it is also 
important to take time to consider what this actually means.  At the 
recent Prep, Year 3 and Year 6 Mass, Father Mobin spoke about the 
joy in celebrating Eucharist as a community and how we leave with a 
renewal of our spiritual energy.  At the Year 4 and Year 1 Mass, 
Father Shilbin used the analogy of an egg to describe the presence of 
Jesus in our lives. On the outside, all eggs look the same. On the 
inside, however, a raw egg is just a small crack away from going 
everywhere.  When strengthened with the love that Jesus brings, we 
represent a boiled egg that has strength through adversity. At the 
Year 9 and 10 Masses celebrated in the Mt Carmel Chapel, Father 
Shilbin focused on the theme of Eucharist and its centrality and 
significance in the lives of Christians.  
 
During the last weeks of school, students explore Christmas and 
Advent through learning about things like Advent Wreaths and Jesse 
Trees on the Primary campus, and about the Christmas story through 
scripture, as well as how to avoid the over-commercialisation of 
Christmas, on the Secondary campus. These symbols encourage us to 
reflect on the stories throughout the Bible that lead to the coming of 
Jesus Christ into the world.  There was a great anticipation for the 
coming of the Messiah for thousands of years. Our Jesse Tree symbols 
explore the story and lineage of Jesus. Our Prophecy candle in our 
Advent Wreath often alludes to Isaiah and his messages of the 
saviour to come. Our anticipation for Christmas now is a little 
different. We are encouraged to look beyond the preparation of gift 
giving and meal planning and even deeper than the longing for family 
interaction.  We are encouraged to consider what it is that Jesus 
brings to the world and into our lives. In its simplest form, the 
message of Jesus is love. In John 13, we read: "A new command I give 
you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one 
another.” When Saint Paul was teaching the Corinthians about the 
gifts from God, he emphasised, “The greatest of these is love.” It is 
this love that strengthens our outer shell and that renews our 
spiritual energy.  God’s love is revealed to us through the presence of 
those around us. Our message this Christmas is to consider this as we 
celebrate our break from school or work. How do we experience 
God’s love, and how can we share God’s love with others this 
Christmas? 
 
In Week 7, Ms O’Sullivan travelled to Santa Teresa near Alice Springs 
as a pre-planning trip for the 2020 Immersion Experience. In March 
next year, 3 staff members and 8 Secondary students will undertake 
this trip, as guests to Santa Teresa community. We will learn about 
Indigenous culture and spirituality, attend Mass at the beautiful Santa 
Teresa Parish and complete service work in various different parts of 
the community. We will be staying at Santa Teresa, and enjoying the 

Good Samaritan hospitality of Sister Liz and Father Prakash 
Menezes, and the Marist Brothers community. During their stay in 
Alice Springs, students will also visit the Women’s Museum of 
Australia and Old Gaol, The Road Transport Hall of Fame, and Anzac 
Hill. We look forward to this trip with great anticipation and to 
ensuring that it becomes an integral part of our outreach work here 
at Columba. 
 
Students, families and staff have generously donated over 200 
Christmas puddings and other Christmas related items this term for 
the St Vincent de Paul Christmas Appeal. These items will be handed 
over to our local St Vincent de Paul Conference at our Thanksgiving 
liturgies on both campuses. The items will then be delivered to 
Prospect who will then share the hampers with needy individuals 
and families in the Charters Towers community. Once again, we 
thank our Columba community for truly demonstrating the gift of 
giving at Christmas. 
 
We warmly wish all students and staff a merry ‘Christ-filled’ 
Christmas and happy, holy new year. 
 
God Bless. 
Ryan O’Connor and Christine O’Sullivan 
ASSISTANTS TO THE PRINCIPAL - RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 



It is hard to believe that we are already in the closing weeks of Term 4! It is certainly 
evident as I look around the Year 2 classroom.  Our pencils have become tiny, 
erasers are flat, glue bottles now empty, folders looking fat! Crayons mostly broken, 
desks appear neat; Santa talk has started and assessment time nearly complete.  
So, what has been happening in Year 2 this term? 
 
In English, students have been working towards writing procedures.  Students have 
practiced sequencing images and following instructions by engaging in hands on 
activities.  We have made pirate hats, summer artworks, fruit salad and healthy 
salad sandwiches. We have also discovered that verbs are vital for this particular 
genre and instructions need to be clear and specific for the reader. 
 
Technology has found students exploring farming technologies and how plants and 
animals are grown for food, clothing and shelter. We are very fortunate to have 
some students in our class whose families are farmers.  This has led to many rich 
class discussions on drought, beef farming, cattle sales, vegetable gardens, tools, 
equipment, resources and sustainability. In Science, students are investigating 
Earth’s precious resource – water. Students have engaged in a variety of practical 
experiments this term to gain an understanding of how water is transferred from its 
source to its point of use. I would like to take this opportunity to thank Angela from 
Chop Shop Hair Shop for kindly giving up her time to come into the classroom and 
allow us to interview her about her profession.  Students were able to learn how 
water is used within our community and the importance of managing and protecting 
resources. 
 
During Maths lessons, we have had a heavy focus on number sense.  We have 
tackled addition and subtraction with trading, multiplication, division and practised 
telling the time to the quarter hour.  We even used scales to estimate and measure 
the mass of objects. 
 
Examiners we have become in Health!  Students have been examining food products 
and learning about the different advertising techniques used to influence our actions 
and behaviours.  Students were quite shocked to discover that companies use 
slogans, cartoon characters and offer free giveaways just to persuade us in 
purchasing products that are not always healthy choices.  
 
During Religion lessons, we have been learning about the lives of different saints and 
how we can learn from their wisdom. Students have focused on three themes thus 
far: prayer, sacredness of all creation and engaging in community.  We are looking 
forward to our “Pet Blessing” Liturgy and taking time out of our busy day to spend 
time with God. 
 
Friday is highly anticipated by Year 2.  Students enjoy swimming lessons with Miss 
Cheryle, complete weekly testing, receive their new homework and then catch up 
with our Year 5 friends.  It is lovely to see firsthand the close bonds that have 
blossomed between students due to our buddy visits. 
 
As this is the final ‘Year 2 news’ for 2019, I would like to take the time to thank 
parents of Year 2.  Your thoughtfulness and generosity over the last two years is 
truly touching.  The fact that you share your little people with me, every day, trusting 
me and supporting me along the way is honestly a gift in itself.  I wish all of you the 
most happy, memorable holiday season, ever!  You and your children have been a 
‘light to my world’ and Columba will always be my home away from home. 
 
Miss Reiffel  
YEAR TWO TEACHER 
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Term 4 so far has proved to be a very hectic term for everyone at Columba 
Catholic College. There has been a lot to do in such a short time. It is always 
busy in the Year 3 classroom and this term it has been exceptionally so. 
 
The curriculum this term is once again packed and it is hard to imagine how 
we will get it all done. This term in our lessons in Religion we are exploring 
organisations and saints who have helped the poor and disadvantaged. The 
class analysed the 10 Commandments and Beatitudes, and observed how 
they are reflected in the Church’s teachings when showing concern for the 
poor. 
 
 In Science, Year 3 has determined how living things and non-living things can 
be distinguished and grouped on the basis of observable features. We have 
discovered many interesting things about the animal kingdom. During 
H.A.S.S., we are comparing some of the human and natural features of 
Australia to those of its neighbouring countries and this has proved to be 
very interesting.  
 
 As well as this, Mr O’Connor has given us some very exciting tasks to 
complete during Health and Technology. We have had some terrific ideas for 
creating a water bottle cover and the adults at home have had fun helping us 
to manufacture it. In Health, we have been developing ideas and strategies 
on how to make the classroom and playground healthy, safe and active 
places.  
 
During English, the class has been exploring the techniques used when 
writing poetry and they are amazed at the variety of poetry that can be 
written. Once again, the teachers are very excited about our talents in 
creating a written masterpiece. In fact, Mrs Christensen and Mr O’Connor get 
excited about lots of things!   At present, we are also powering along in our 
mathematical studies. There is simply no rest for us!!! We have even been 
learning how to choreograph a dance in The Arts and P.E. is always a 
favourite subject.  
 
Year 3 is definitely ready for Year 4 and the challenges that go with being a 
year older and hopefully wiser. Thank you to all that have worked so hard to 
ensure that everyone is able to participate fully in the wide variety of 
opportunities that our school provides.  
 
Robyn Christensen and Ryan O’Connor 
YEAR 3 TEACHERS 

Shine at Columba 
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This term in Health and Physical Education our Year 7 students are 
participating in a Dance practical unit. They have been learning a 
new dance each week, including; Git Up, Nutbush, Heel Toe Polka, 
Macarena, Cha Cha Slide, and many more. The highlight though has 
been the 'Just Dance' to Shakira's Waka Waka. 
 
Following on the theme of rhythmic movement, the Year 10s have 
been developing strategies to 'Manage Mental Stress' as they begin 
the transition into the senior grades. Despite initial apprehension, 
they have been engaging in Yoga in practical lessons and some 
students’ flexibility has shown a definite improvement!  

 
Kristal King 
HPE MIDDLE LEADER 

 
 
 
 

 

On Friday 8th November three eager teams made their way to 
Freimann Oval to compete in an AFL Gala afternoon. This year we 
had three teams take part in the competition: 7 – 10 girls, 7-8 and 9 
– 10 boys. Eager to rectify loses in last year’s grand finals, our 
teams come out firing with all three teams winning their opening 
games. The hot streak continued as we progressed through the 
remaining two games undefeated. Each team finished with 3 wins 
and no losses respectively. The change of format to not include 
finals meant that due to the impressive win loss ratio Columba was 
able to win all three divisions. However, this wasn’t the only good 
news to come from the afternoon. Angus Ford (7-8 boys), Bailey 
Bliss (9-10 boys) and Boesha Moore-Reid (7-10 girls) were all 
named as the best player in their division. A huge congratulations 
to these players and their teams on representing Columba with 
pride!  
 
Lastly, a big thank you must be extended to Mr Sutton, Mr Ku and 
Miss Maguire for helping train, coach and organize our three 
teams. 
 
Jordan Marty 
SPORTS PROGRAM LEADER 

Year 12 students and parents should note the following important upcoming dates: 

 QCEs, Senior Statements, Statements of Results, QCIAs and Tertiary Entrance Statements posted on 13 December 2019 

 Final results and OPs released via Student Connect on 14 December 2019. 
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Congratulations to the following Year 7 and 8 students for receiving a subject 

prize for 2019 Year 7 and 8 rotational subjects. 

SUBJECT YEAR 7 YEAR 8 

The Arts: Visual Arts Maddison Knuth Ava Godier 

The Arts: Drama Imogen Wassmuth Jessica Rose 

The Arts: Dance Brooklyn Ernst Bronte Williamson 

The Arts: Music Maddison Knuth Ava Godier 

Agricultural Science Dakoda Montgomery Jessica Rose 

Design Food and Fibres Maddison Knuth Lindsay Kirkwood 

Design Wood and Metal Sophia Lyons  Lucy Folker 

Digital Technologies Sophia Lyons Lucy Folker 

Congratulations to the following Year 9 and 10 students who have received a 

subject prize for elective subjects studied in Semester 2 2019. 

SUBJECT YEAR 9 Year 10 

Visual Art: Make it Pop Ally Marsterson Kolby Amos 

Drama: Is this Life Real? Nadine Harstoff Olivia Stevenson 

Design Technology: Wood Jasper Guy Bailey Bliss 

Economics & Business:  

Business Enterprise  

Connor Lyons Georgia Kirkwood 

Music: Rockin’ All over the 

World 

  Sebastian Sorce 

Design Food and Fibres: 

Better Labels, Better Meals 

Cassandra McIntosh Nikki Troung 

Visual Art: Escaping the Norm  Tamika Truong Jessie Baumgarten 

Design Technology: Metal Jasper Guy Jack Miller 

Kolby Amos 

Agricultural Science: Towards 

a Sustainable Future 

Connor Lyons Lawsen Ford 

Digital Technology: Gaming 

and Programing 

Thomas Fagan Salvin George 

Semester Two Academic and Residential Reports will be emailed to all parents and students on Tuesday 10th December. 

Please ensure the College has your correct email address as reports will not be posted. 

AusIMM 

Barrs Tyres 

Catholic Women’s League 

Caltex 

CT Cricket Association 

Goldfield Bakery 

Herbert Hall 

Hi-Tech Repairs 

James Cook University 

F Miller Memorial Fund 

Robbie Katter - Member for Traegar 

Bob Katter - Federal Member for Kennedy 

Queenton Newsagency 

Red Rooster 

Rybenleigh 

E & D Solari 

W Titley & Co 

Towers Pool Care 

Trevor  Walker Painting 

 

Thank you for your support 



Norman Powell 

1895 - 1982 

Norman was born in Charters Towers in 1895.  He attended Richmond Hill school until he was old enough to attend Mount Carmel 

College, or Christian Brothers’ School as it was called back then.  Mr Powell always had a close association with Mount Carme l and 

the Christian Brothers, teaching many of them to drive when the Model T Ford became popular.  

On leaving school, Norman went into business with his father, trading as Frank and Norman Powell and during this time he attended 

the Technical College in Mosman Street.  Mr Powell spent 2 years in the motor trade with P.W. Husband and Son and worked at the 

Tivoli pictures after work to gain a Suction Gas Engineer Ticket.  He later worked at Clarke’s Goldmines where he obtained a steam 

ticket.  After the death of his father, he continued the business on his own as Norman Powell enterprises. 

During the 1930s, with the help of the Boarding students, Norman built the hand ball court and tennis courts at Mount Carmel using 

the red bricks they had obtained from hhimneys he had felled in the district and those that were to the college.  Norman also built the 

Chapel which was situated under the brother’s residence, which is now the Museum at MCC. During the war years he was placed in 

charge of the construction of the ammunition buildings and a hall at Baronta Siding, which was located two miles from Prairie. The 

swimming pool at St Marys was also another one of his projects. 

The owners of the Black Jack Mine employed him to dismantle the battery at Clarkes Mine and erect it again at Black Jack Mine. He 

was then placed in charge of the battery for five months until they could get an engineer to replace him.  During this time his wife 

continued to carry on the business which now employed 30 staff. 

Throughout his career, Norman was always deeply concerned for the welfare of the community, 

and even in his 80’s he never stopped visiting the sick in hospital.  He was also a devoted 

supporter of Mount Carmel College, donating many trophies to speech night and other college 

events. Norman never really retired and up until his death in 1982, he was still making regular visits 

to his business. 
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Swimming pool and Handball Court - Mount Carmel College 1933 




