
their coloured House Sports Polo shirt and sport shorts on 
Mondays. Prep students will still wear their College red sports shirt 
and shorts everyday. Lunchtime House activities will be held on 
Mondays to build House spirit across the College. At St Mary’s, this is 
optional for 2020 but will become compulsory in 2021. 
 
Another reminder that the College backpack is to be purchased for 
use by all students from 2020. Again, 2020 will be a year of transition 
for this, with the College backpack becoming a compulsory part of 
the College uniform from 2021. Titley’s have been informed and they 
will have more items in stock in readiness for these impacts. 
 
Our Year 11 students have engaged in their new Senior syllabus 
requirements with much dedication and success. Year 12 units (unit 
3) have begun, with students right into their next phase of learning.  
 
Enrolments continue for 2020 and beyond, with vacancies available 
in Prep and Year 7 for 2020. Other year levels are also filling fast 
and with our more affordable fee structure for 2020, our extensive 
breadth of subjects and hands on learning focus; combined with our 
experienced teaching staff and excellent teaching and learning 
structures and care, our College is now more accessible for both 
current and new families. 
 
Best wishes for the fortnight ahead 
 
One College. Two Campuses. Countless Opportunities. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
           

   
Candi Dempster 
PRINCIPAL 
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Dear members of the Columba Catholic College community, 
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Dear Columba family and friends, 
 
As our Year 12 students celebrate their final days at Columba, we pray 
for their success and transition into their futures away from the 
College. Our wish is that they have shaped their character, skills and 
capabilities throughout their time at the College and that they 
appreciate all that they have been given, and that they in turn have 
given others along the way. 
 
Our core values of Courage, Commitment and Compassion are the 
drivers that these Year 12 students have used to forge their way to be 
good men and women of purpose and capacity. 
 
Dear Lord, 
May God’s blessing follow our Year 12 students as they find new 
journeys to travel. May they walk safely along the pathways of their 
dreams with courage, commitment and  compassion. 
May his gentle hand guide the decisions they will make and the 
passions that they follow. 
May their hearts and lives always reflect his love and truth, 
And may hope be a light within them that they carry into each new 
day. 
Amen. 
 
The last CSPA (Catholic School Parents’ Association) meeting for 2019 
was held this week, and I extend my sincere thanks to the many 
parents and friends, who have assisted the College throughout the 
year, in all the ways that contribute to our College being a wonderful 
family. Hard work, perseverance and selflessness really does describe 
our vibrant parent body. 
 
Special mention and thanks are extended to the CSPA Executive: 
Fiona Murray - President 
Kate Scharf and Sarah McGuire - Vice Presidents 
Mick Kingham - Secretary 
 
In 2020, at St Mary’s Campus, the SRC this year have lobbied for 
students to wear the House Sports Polo shirt on Mondays, as students 
at Mt Carmel Campus currently do. I have endorsed this change. Thus, 
all students at the College - Year 1 to Year 12 are allowed to wear 
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Name:                           Kate Blackley 

Hometown:                  Herberton 

Role Description:         Finance Officer       

Favourite Foods:          Seafood 

Hobbies:                        Craft, Sewing, Reading 

WEEK 4 - A GOOD FRIEND AND BUDDY TO OTHERS 

Prep - Alexander Jeffries  

Year 1 - Lane McCabe 

Year 2 - Daniel Brandis 

Year 3 - Liam Bartschat 

Year 4 - Chloe Archer 

Year 5 - Lawson Day 

Year 6G - Samson McHugh 

Year 6S - Myles Godier 

 
 
WEEK 5 - USING MY CREATIVE AND INVENTIVE TALENTS 

Prep - Domanic Gray  

Year 1 - Quade McMahon  

Year 2 - Robert Sorrensen 

Year 3 - Bridget Pedracini 

Year 4 - Bridie Mitchell 

Year 5 - Chase Harrington 

Year 6G - Xaiden Jesberg 

Year 6S - Mischa Williamson 

The Columba CSPA would like to thank Loretta Mitchell, Kate Scharf, Sarah McGuire and Fiona Murray for organising a wonderful Melbourne 
Cup this year. Well done ladies on pulling it all together.  To Patrick Scharf and Brett Murray, a big thank you for organising and working the 
bar for the event.  You handled the stairs well.  Without all of your help these fundraising events would not be possible. 
  
If you have any feedback for our committee moving towards next year’s event could you please email:   office@columba.catholic.edu.au.   
We would greatly appreciate your feedback and will get back to you in a timely fashion.  
 
Fiona Murray 
CSPA PRESIDENT 

Win an amazing Cubby House valued at over $500.  
Built by Columba Catholic College students!  

All proceeds go to the  
2020 Santa Teresa Immersion Experience. 

 
Buy a ticket ($20 per ticket, only 100 tickets available)  

and go in the draw to win a cubby house valued at over 
$500.  This cubby was built by  

Columba Catholic College students!  
Free delivery within Charters Towers City limits. 

Tickets on sale from  
29 October 2019 – 28 November 2019 

Tickets available at St Mary’s and   
Mt Carmel Campus Offices. 

Winner will be announced on  
Friday 29 November 2019! 

mailto:office@columba.catholic.edu.au
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Dear Parents/Caregivers, Students and Staff, 

 
School Spirit 
School spirit is often a topic of discussion within a school community. 
It can be recognised by the level of enthusiasm that is exerted into 
various sporting events, attitudes towards academic pursuits and 
other activities that a school offers. A positive school spirit is very 
important, as it can establish a feeling of ‘belonging to one large 
family’. It is often evidenced by the formation of long term 
friendships and fellowships amongst peers. A positive school culture 
can be manifested in the exhibition of school colours, the way 
students and staff dress, the way they interact with one another, 
attendance at athletics and other school sanctioned activities and the 
level of pride that members of our school community show towards 
the school. Columba Pride is about that sense of “we are all in this 
together”, there is a culture of caring for one another, pitching in and 
going above and beyond what is normally expected. Furthermore, it 
can be witnessed by College community members living the College’s 
“Big Five” values - Respect for Self, Respect for Others, respect for 
the Environment, Respect for Learning and Respect for the College’s 
traditions. I have noted that this positive school spirit is clearly 
evident at Columba whether it is in the classroom, playground, 
sporting field or wider school community.   
 
As the term draws rapidly to a close, students will need to remain 
focused on their goals. Columba Catholic College will be teaching up 
until and including the last day of school. Early checkouts to go on 
holidays is highly discouraged as all students need to be present so 
that effective teaching and learning can occur. With the introduction 
of the ATAR this year, this is especially important, as the teaching and 
learning cycle is not in perfect alignment with each semester time 

frame. This means that the time spent in the classroom is precious 
and there is little to no room to reteach classroom content/ 
concepts.   
 
On Thursday 14 November, the Year Twelves will be attending their 
Graduation. This group of young men and women are eagerly 
looking forward to the event, and their lives post Columba for that 
matter.  I have no doubt that they will look fantastic in their formal 
attire and will enjoy themselves immensely on the night. This is a 
great occasion for family, friends and staff to celebrate one of life's 
major milestones. One chapter closes and another one opens! Yes, 
they will graduate from Columba, but they will always remain part of 
the Columba family. The secondary campus students farewelled the 
seniors on Wednesday 13 November at the Year 12 Final Assembly. 
At the conclusion of the school day, the seniors rang the school bell 
and  were given a guard of honour as they filed their way through 
the mass of students and staff. I truly wish the graduating students 
every success in their lives post Columba and that they achieve all 
that they dare to dream.   

 
  
 
 
 

Regards, 

 
Dan Kyle 

DEPUTY PRINCIPAL -  

PASTORAL/RESIDENTIAL 

Mt. Carmel Campus Student Leadership Team 
College Captains   Bree-Anna Meehan and Jasmine Thompson 
College Vice-Captains  Megan Kingham and Alan Stone 

 

SRC Prefects 
Mission and Liturgy Prefect  Megan Kingham  
Spirit and Engagement Prefect Isabelle Ahern  
Social Justice Prefect  Beyanca Kepo  
Academics and Learning Prefect Jorja Lococo 

 

Benjamin House Captains  Chloe McHugh and Sam Wilson 
McAuley House Captains  Bridie White and Jaidyn Osborne 
Polding House Captains  Jasmine Thompson and Neeve Gallagher 
Rice House Captains   Charlize Griffiths and Sherry Singh 

 

Residential Captains   Isabelle Ahern and Heath Treacy   
 
St Mary’s Campus Student Leadership Team 
Campus Leaders   Imogen Geaney and Ethan Ford 
SRC Leader    Jet Ives 

 

Benjamin House Captains  Grace Flood and Jackson Walsh  
McAuley House Captains  Grace Scholes and Kai Lindsay  
Polding House Captains  Ella McPherson and Lawson Day  
Rice House Captains   Lara Cavanagh and Edward Archer 



Last Friday, Columba successfully hosted the Charters Towers Primary 
Interschool Swimming Carnival at the Town Pool. 
 

Many thanks go to the organisers, staff and supporters who helped in any 
way to make this possible.  A big congratulations go to the children 
themselves on winning the Aggregate Trophy.  
 

The children performed wonderfully. They were ably supported on the day 
by swim captains Layla Ford, Harry Pickering and Cooper Thomas. 
 

Congratulations to the following swimmers – 
 
Age Champions 
9  Years girls  - Baylee Kerr 
9  Years boys - James Uren 
10 Years girls - Hollie Laffin 
 
Runners Up 
10 Years girls  - Bailey McGuire 
10 Years boys – Ethan Ford 
12 Years boys – Cooper Thomas 
 
Deirdre Martell 
COACH/MANAGER 

Shine at Columba 

It has hard to believe that our Prep students are at the 
end of their Prep journey. It has been great to see 
students settle into the school routine and continue to 
develop their confidence both inside and outside the 
classroom. Our Prep students have been working 
extremely hard this term in a number of learning areas 
and activities including the Day for Daniel, excursion to 
Centenary Park, swimming carnival, Grandparents’ Day, 
and Mass in the chapel.  In Science, students have been 
learning all about different types of ways things can 
move and have been busy creating toys that move. In 
English, students are thoroughly enjoying learning their 
M100W sight words, which in turn is assisting them in 
learning appropriate strategies to read and write. In 
Maths, they are learning about measurement, and have 
enjoyed creating houses and playground equipment that 
would suit the size of their teddy. In Religion, they are 
learning all about different ways to pray and have 
enjoyed exploring different places around the school to 
do so. What a busy year we have had in Prep. I would 
like to take this opportunity to wish all of the Preps good 
luck as they venture into Year 1 in 2020.  
 
Miss Pascoe 
PREP TEACHER 



Year 6 have hit the ground running for their last and final term as 
primary students. They have remained positive, involved and are doing 
their best during this very busy time of the year. Students have been 
juggling assessments, extra curricular activities, and many have 
achieved goals that they have set for themselves throughout the year. 
We are so very proud of their many efforts. They will be very deserving 
of a break in two weeks when they head off to Canberra. 
 
In Religious Education we are researching various saints and considering 
the ways they demonstrated the Spiritual and Corporal Works of Mercy 
through their work for the less fortunate. In Week 9, the students will 
be visiting Dalrymple Villa to provide a little light entertainment and 
companionship for some of the elderly of our community.  
 
For Science and Health, students are creating pamphlets; one outlining 
renewable and non-renewable energy sources, and the other being a 
“How to Guide for starting High School.” Technology lessons have been 
very practical this term, students have created circuits and will be using 
this knowledge to create a model that incorporates a simple circuit. In 
Maths, students have been reading and interpreting secondary data, 
and are now looking at the probability of certain events occurring and 
have been conducting an array of chance experiments. They will 
complete an Investigation Task as their assessment of this content area. 
For English, students are writing Information Reports about a country of 
their choice; outlining its location, culture and geography. In HASS, Year 
6 are investigating the many ways that Australia and Asia are 
connected. We hope to have all assessments completed by the end of 
Week 7, before the Canberra Trip.  
 
Also in Week 7, our students will once more visit the Mt Carmel Campus 
for a Transition Day. This is an invaluable day for our future Year 7’s as it 
further acquaints them with the teachers and students they will be 
working alongside next year. An Information Evening for Parents will be 
held on Monday the 18th of November will be held too.  
 
It was wonderful to see many of our students up on the stage at the 
World Theatre at our Awards Night. The competition for awards was 
tight and the results for each subject were calculated methodically, 
checked and rechecked. Congratulations to our Dux of St Mary’s Eloise 
Wassmuth, our Primary All Rounder Mikayla Murray and our sports 
people of the Year; Harry Pickering and Kristya Murphy. Congratulations 
also goes to all of the students who received Dux of each subject or 
Certificates of Merit or Community Service Awards. Your hard work, 
determination to succeed and sustained effort over the year is 
commendable. We look forward to seeing you all up there again this 
time next year! Some students will also be receiving Encouragement 
Awards at the Rite of Passage. It is equally important that we 
acknowledge those who may not have received an award but have tried 
their best throughout the year. We recognise and applaud you too! 
 
Canberra preparations are being finalised and the students are counting 
down the sleeps! An Information Evening in Week 3 was well-attended 
and proved most informative for parents and students. We are also 
planning on sharing some helpful travel tips in the coming weeks. Please 
feel free to volunteer any that you may have! 
 
 

In P.E lessons, Mr Sutton has begun teaching Year 6 their dances 
for their end of year celebration. This is an eagerly anticipated 
event and has become quite the tradition for the eldest 
students of the campus. Special thanks to our talented Mrs 
Wood who has earnestly begun preparing decorations for the 
evening. 
 
So, as you can see, there is still so much more on the calendar 
for Year 6. While this is a very busy time, we encourage our 
students to stay focussed, ‘soak up’ those last weeks, get plenty 
of rest and follow Mrs Dempster’s words; ‘get involved, try your 
hardest and be positive!’ 
 
Sally Geaney, Marisa O’Connor & Amery Sutton 
YEAR SIX TEACHERS  

Shine at Columba 
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There will be obstacles. There will be doubters.  

There will be mistakes.  

But with hard work, there are no limits 

  (Michael Phelps) 
 

During the holidays we had one student partake in Work Experience 
in Charters Towers. This week the employer has contacted me to 
discuss the possibility of a School Based Traineeship. Congratulations 
to Isabel Zarate on securing a School Based Traineeship in Beauty 
with Christina Moody at Hello Pretty Skin and Beauty. What a 
fantastic result! 
Work experience is part of the school’s educational program 
providing students with an invaluable opportunity to experience 
working life, often for the first time. It is the short term placement of 
secondary school students with employers, to provide insights into 
the industry, and the workplace in which they are located. 
Benefits - 
• Work alongside adults as part of a team gaining an understanding 
of work 
• Develop and practise a range of new skills 
 • Become more independent and confident 
• Relate the school curriculum to the workplace 
• Increase motivation to continue their study and/or undertake 
further training 
• Explore career options 
• Students may get offered a School Based Apprenticeship or 
Traineeship 
Work Experience must be organised through the College by the VET 
and Careers Coordinator at the College. A Work Experience Contract 
(Legal document) is required to be completed and signed by the 
student, parent/guardian, employer and the principal (prior to the 
student commencing work experience) for this to be effective. Work 
experience must be organised during holiday time and within a 
timely manner to allow enough time for all parties to sign the 
contract. This is a legal document and only then is the student 
covered under the College Work Cover Insurance. 
 
School Based Apprenticeships and Traineeships 
When a student secures a School Based Apprenticeship/Traineeship, 
a training agreement, which is a legal document, is signed by the 
student, parent, employer and principal. The training agreement lists 
all relevant information, including the agreed release day for the 
student to attend the workplace. Any changes to this original 
agreement such as sick days, extra training days or the agreed 
release day is changed or altered, must be approved by the 
principal prior to this being actioned. 
 
To keep up to date with the latest career 

opportunities download the following App. 

Career Me App 

CareerMe is a free app for all Apple and Android 
smartphones and tablets to help young people plan career paths and 
find job opportunities. 
 

It provides up-to-date occupational information and highlights the 
industries where skills are most needed. 

CareerMe collates information on different industries and 
occupations including job descriptions, training requirements, 
training locations and available jobs.  See www.careerme.com.au 

 
Are you interested in an apprenticeship? 

 
Practice Aptitude Quizzes 

The Australian Apprenticeships Pathways website site contains 
information and resources to support young people and career 
practitioners explore apprenticeship and traineeship opportunities.  
You can search over 3,000 job and training descriptions and view 
job pathway charts. 

A range of industry based practice aptitude quizzes are also 
available for download and use.  The quizzes start with industry 
based details, including detailing jobs in demand, salary ranges and 
information about relevant qualifications, followed by the aptitude 
quiz example. 

Aptitude quizzes: 

https://www.aapathways.com.au/practice-aptitude-quizzes 

Job Pathway Charts: 

https://www.aapathways.com.au/careers-for-australian-
apprenticeships-traineesh/job-pathways 

Australian Apprenticeship Pathways: 

https://www.aapathways.com.au   

 

Where does an Arts Degree get you? 
There is often the debate about the value of an Arts Degree and 
what kind of role an Arts graduate could find in industry.  The list of 
roles is quite varied, and includes -  
Teaching & educational administration 

 International aid and trade agencies 

 Arts production and management 

 Public service and social welfare agencies 

 General management and administration (local and global) 

 Communications industry, publishing, media and public 
relations 

Tourism and hospitality 
 
One of the very important things for students to note, is that an 
Arts student learns skills that are very transferrable in industry.   
These include communication skills, critical thinking and reading 
skills, analytical skills, and research skills – browse Career FAQS - 
What to do with your Arts Degree to learn more! 
 
Yours in careers, 
 
Leesa Stevenson 
VET & CAREERS CO-ORDINATOR 
 
 
 

 

file:///C:/Users/solutioneers/Desktop/www.careerme.com.au
https://www.aapathways.com.au/practice-aptitude-quizzes
https://www.aapathways.com.au/careers-for-australian-apprenticeships-traineesh/job-pathways
https://www.aapathways.com.au/careers-for-australian-apprenticeships-traineesh/job-pathways
https://www.aapathways.com.au
http://www.careerfaqs.com.au/news/news-and-views/what-to-do-with-your-arts-degree/
http://www.careerfaqs.com.au/news/news-and-views/what-to-do-with-your-arts-degree/
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This term we have been working on our assessment task. 
The brief was to find another country / culture’s cuisine 
and add an Australian twist designing a menu item that 
could be sold from a food van. 
 
We have tried kangaroo mince spaghetti bolognese; Tim 
Tam cheesecake (YUM!!); vegemite pinwheels; cherry 
ripe slice; Halo Halo; sisig; crepes; kangaroo burritos, 
kebabs, quesadillas and sloppy joes, and Miss Olsen’s all 
time favourite pumpkin scones with vegemite. We also 
made some interesting drinks: timtam milkshake, CheTai, 
smoothie, and a mocktail that was very refreshing. 
 
It has been an interesting experience and a great deal of 
fun has been had trying out new things. 
 
Kristal King 
MIDDLE LEADER: SCIENCE & DESIGN TECHNOLOGY, 

HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

Year 12 Building & Construction students have been constructing a cubby 

house as part of their assessment this semester. From interpreting plans, 

constructing walls, fixing internal and external wall lining, building roof 

framing, fixing roof sheeting and gutters, installing windows and door 

sills, fixing skirting and architraves, and painting, students have been 

exposed to a wide range of trade experiences found in the building and 

construction industry. The completed product is being raffled, with the 

money raised being used towards the 2020 Immersion Experience. 

 

Kristal King 
MIDDLE LEADER: SCIENCE & DESIGN TECHNOLOGY, HEALTH AND 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

Please note the following important dates for Year 12 students: 

 Wednesday 13 November - students will be able to access their individual QCS Test grade  

 Saturday 14 December – students will be able to access all results contributing to the Queensland Certificate of Education (QCE), OPs 
and FPs in their student learning accounts on the Student Connect website: https://student connect.qcaa.edu.au 

 Monday 16 December – students will begin receiving their Senior Education Profiles in the mail. 
All Year 12 students should have activated their Student Learning Account on the Student Connect website by now. It is important that 
students do this so that they can access their results as they become available. If students have not activated their accounts yet, they are 
encouraged to do so immediately. They will require their LUI number to do this. If students have forgotten their LUI number please contact 
Mrs Williams in the MC Office. It is recommended that students should change their email addresses to a non-school account. 
 
Maria Peck 
DEPUTY PRINCIPAL -  ADMINISTRATION 



William Ernest Huxley 

3.12.1918 - 2.9.2009 

William or ‘Ernie’ as he was affectionately known, attended Mount Carmel from 1930 – 1933. On leaving school he 

started an apprenticeship in pastry making and baking at Brophy & Wallace.  At the outbreak of the war Ernie joined 

the Militia and later joined the A.I.F.  He served in the Cape York and Torres Strait Islands from 1942 – 1943, then in 

Dutch New Guinea from 1943 – 1944, after 3 months rest back home in Australia he returned to Bougainville where he 

served from 1944 -1945. It was here that he was awarded the Military Medal for ‘courage and devotion to duty’, when 

D Company were held up by heavy fire from Tsimba Ridge.  

 

Ernie went out in charge of a patrol with the task of obtaining information about a portion of Tsimba Ridge known as 

the Pimple.  Whilst moving forward close to the enemy, the patrol came under heavy fire from an enemy forward 

weapon pit.  Ernie and another member of the section quickly moved around to the flank and killed four Japanese who 

were in the pit, and captured a ‘Juki’ heavy machine gun.  He also obtained the exact location of another enemy heavy 

machine gun and defensive positions on the Pimple. The enemy endeavoured to encircle Ernie’s section, however, he 

skilfully fought his way out without loss and killing two of the encircling party.  

 

The information obtained from this bold patrol, led by Ernie enabled the company to 

attack and capture the enemy position.  When his platoon commander was 

evacuated, Ernie (who was a N.C.O) became the commander and in subsequent 

operations was reported to have led the platoon in an outstanding matter. It was also 

reported that the determination and courage shown by Ernie in overcoming 

difficulties, and the manner in which he controlled and led his troops by his own 

personal example in the face of enemy fire, won the respect and admiration of all. 

When peace was declared, Ernie was in the occupation of Nauru Island.  He then                                                               

went to Rabaul and was discharged in April 1946.  On returning to Charters Towers,                                                        

Ernie went back to his trade as a pastry cook. 

 

Ernie passed way in Charters Towers on the 2nd September 2009 aged 91 and is                                                                      

buried in the Charters Towers Monument and Lawn Cemetery.  
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For more information

please contact Crime Prevention

Townsville District Police & Neighbourhood
Watch groups invite you to join them at the
next "Dogs on Patrol" event.
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Neighbourhood
Watch Queensland

Lo ca tio n

Sunday November 17th

Lissner Park, Charters Towers

8am to midday

Come and Co"ect a FREE "Dogs on Patrol"
a per dog) tag & have your tag engraved for
free!

Meet your local Police and Local Neighbourhood
Watch members amd learn how you can help
Police and keep your Neighbourhood safe.

FREE treats for you and your dog


