
efforts and determination. It was a fitting celebration to honour all 
indigenous Year 12 graduates in the diocese.  

 
The compassionate and service oriented heart of the College 
continues to beat, with fundraising being undertaken for Catholic 
Missions across our campuses. Assisting those in need is our 

steadfast mission, and as we assist our peers, our town, our region 
and wider; we fulfil this mission of service. I am always heartened 
at the generosity of spirit shown by students, families and staff.  
 

2020 enrolments and staffing is well underway, with many 
interviews being conducted. I ask that parents advise the College 
within the next two weeks, if students are relocating in 2020. This 
advanced notice does provide us with good time to organise our 

learning and classes for 2020. 
 

Conversely, if you or someone you know still have not sought 
enrolment for 2020 and beyond, I urge you to submit your 

application.  
 
One College. Two campuses. Countless opportunities.  
 

Enjoy the fortnight ahead. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
           
   

Candi Dempster 
PRINCIPAL 
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Dear Columba families 
 

What a full fortnight we have had! Students enter their final phase 
of learning where assessments and opportunities for them to show 
their progress across learning areas, reaches its final stages.  
 

The teaching staff have engaged in three significant professional 
learning opportunities focusing squarely on how students learn 
best in their unique ways, at: an Inclusive Education staff meeting 
led by our Townsville Education Consultants; Reflective Practice 

Day on the pupil free day, focusing on our explicit learning and 

teaching cycle and in engaging with and sharing new peer 
colleague strategies to engage students; and the Zones of 
Regulation staff meeting at St Mary’s Campus, led by Guidance 

Counsellor, Barbara Salisbury. There is no doubt that our teaching 
staff embrace the opportunity to learn new techniques, and to 
share their expert teaching strategies and ways to know students, 
with each other.  

 
Our Prep Meet and Greet mornings have been well received, with 
our youngest family members enjoying the company of new 
friends and learning.  

 
The 2019 Awards night last Friday was a fantastic occasion that 
enabled our Columba successes to shine. The gift of using our God 
given talents well,  is always the ultimate aim. Through hard work, 

perseverance and family and school support, students did indeed 
show their courage, commitment and compassion. I am very proud 
of all students, including those who work hard to achieve their 
level best in all they do.  

 
Our Year 12 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students 
graduation liturgy celebrated at the Cathedral in Townsville on 
Tuesday,  for our nine Year 12 graduates, was a testament to their 
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Name:               Barbara Salisbury 

Hometown:       Ballarat, Victoria 

Role Description:   Guidance Counsellor  

Favourite Foods:  Pumpkin and most other vegetables and Chocolate 

Hobbies:    Gardening, Kayaking, Camping, being out in nature, spending time with family   
    

WEEK 2 - DEMONSTRATING SAFE, FAIR AND RESPONSIBLE PLAY BEHAVIOURS 

Prep   Jessica Scharf 

Year 1   Reece Taylor  

Year 2   Jack Hedges 

Year 3   Mikayla Gleeson 

Year 4   Henry Perry 

Year 5   Cooper Jeffries 

Year 6G  Duncan Hewlett 

Year 6S  Lachlan Weir 

 
WEEK 3 - FOR TAKING CARE AND HAVING PRIDE IN MY WORK 

Prep   Lainee Emerson 

Year 1   Jacob Gleeson 

Year 2   Bridie Jenkins 

Year 3   Isabella O’Sullivan 

Year 4   Bella Casella 

Year 5   Ella MacPherson 

Year 6G  Eloise Wassmuth 

Year 6S  Justice Langtree 

 

Preparations are well underway for the Ordination to the Priesthood of Emene 
Kelemete on Thursday 31st October, 7.00pm at Edmund Rice Hall, Ignatius Park 
College. This will be a joyous occasion for the Diocese as they ordain a local Priest. 
The last Ordination in Townsville was Fr Vitalis Oguh in February 2014.  
 

The Ordination will take place in the Edmund Rice Hall at Ignatius Park College. It 
will be very special for Emene as he attended Ignatius Park for his secondary edu-
cation.   
 

The following you tube clip show  Deacon Emene Kelemete as he prepares for his 
ordination. 
"https://www.youtube.com/embed/RaziHRHQ4G8"  

That means exams, assignments – and report 
cards!    

As parents we’ve usually got plenty on our plates, 
too. 

A bit of stress can help motivate us to get things 
done. But if everyone’s at breaking point, it can 
create emotional fireworks. 

The Triple P – Positive Parenting Program offers 
proven tips to help EVERYONE in the family cope 
with stress, bounce back when things don’t go 
smoothly, and stay positive. And you can relax at 
home and do the program at your own pace with 
Triple P Online (or Teen Triple P Online).  

So before you tackle anything else today, get 
yourself a cuppa, take a break, and check out the 
information on the website: www.triplep-
parenting.net. And relax – it’s FREE in Queensland. 

 
THE TRIPLE P - POSITIVE 
PARENTING PROGRAM TEAM  
 

https://www.youtube.com/embed/RaziHRHQ4G8
http://www.triplep-parenting.net
http://www.triplep-parenting.net
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This term is definitely flying by and there is much happening at the 
College. On Friday 25th October we held our Annual Awards Night at the 
World Theatre where we celebrated excellence across a number of 
academic, sporting and cultural fields. Congratulations to all students 
who received an award at Awards Night. 
 
In just over 2 weeks we will farewell our Year 12 students, the last 
group to undertake the QCE system which involves an OP score. Year 12 
students will complete their final assessment items and exams during 
Week Five (4th – 8th November). Parents have received an email 
outlining the arrangements during this week and the Assessment 
schedule. 
 
Year 12 graduation is a very significant event which culminates 13 years 
of formal schooling for the 2019 cohort. The final week for Year 12 
students requires compulsory attendance, with students participating in 
a number of activities that have been arranged for them (11th -15th 
November). 
 
All Year 12 students should have activated their Student Learning 
Account on the Student Connect website. It is important that students 
do this so that they can access their results as they become available. If 
students have not activated their accounts yet, they are encouraged to 
do so immediately. They will require their LUI number to do this. If 
students have forgotten their LUI number, please contact Mrs Williams 
in the MC Office. If students need assistance logging in please refer to 
the following website: https://studentconnect.qcaa.qld.edu.au/
login.html 
 
Year 12 students and parents should note the following important 
dates:  

 QCS Test results available via Student Connect on 13 November 
2019  

 QCEs, Statements of Results, QCIAs and Tertiary Entrance 
Statements posted on 13 December 2019 

 Final results and OPs released via Student Connect on 14 December 
2019. 

 
This week, Year 11 students completed Unit 2 assessment and exams. If 
Year 11 students are considering changing subjects, now is the time to 
book an interview with Mrs King and Mrs Peck to discuss options. 
Subject changes must be finalised by the end of Week 6 (15th November 

2019). Students and parents are reminded that Units 1 and 2 are 
designed to be studied as a pair and students should complete 
Units 1 and 2 before starting Units 3 and 4. Assessment in Units 3 
and 4 is summative and will be used for calculating an Australian 
Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR). Unit 3 commences on Monday 4 
November 2019. Please note that students must study units 3 and 
4 as a pair. It is encouraging to note how Year 11 students and their 
teachers have embraced the new QCE system and are working 
together to achieve the best possible outcomes.  
 
As this is such a short term, it is important that Year 7-10 students 
have a study plan in place that will allow them to reach their 
potential. One of the main ways students can do this is to know 
when their assessment dates are for assessment. At the start of the 
semester, the Semester 2 Assessment Calendars were emailed out 
to parents and students. They are also located on the school’s 
website to assist in planning when assessment will be completed. 
 
Year 7-12 students and parents / caregivers should avoid making 
appointments during the school day at peak assessment times, as 
indicated in exam timetables and assessment calendars. If students 
are absent for an exam due to illness, contact must be made with 
the College and subject teacher immediately and the Application 
for Extension Form completed for consideration. A Doctor’s 
Certificate / Confidential Medical Report must be attached to the 
Application for Extension Form.  
 
Students are encouraged to attend school each day and make each 
day count unless there are extenuating circumstances, so as they 
can fully engage in their learning this term and achieve the best 
possible outcomes. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Maria Peck 

DEPUTY PRINCIPAL - ADMINISTRATION 

During term 3, Columba had a handful of young women enter the Country to Canberra Leadership 
competition. This leadership competition is open to young women who live in regional and rural areas and are 
over the age of 15. Each student was asked to write an essay or record a video that responded to the question 
“How can we push through barriers to achieve gender equality?”. 

 

This year, Country to Canberra received hundreds of submissions and on the 28th of October it was officially 
announced that Jasmine Thompson was among the top 18 submissions in the country. Jasmine will be 
accompanying the other 17 girls on an all-expenses paid Power Trip to advocate amongst top decision-makers 
in Canberra.  
 

This trip is a once in a life time opportunity. The Power Trip prize includes a Powerful Women’s Breakfast at 
the Hyatt Hotel, meetings with Federal Ministers, a career’s fair, a tour of Parliament, leadership and public 
speaking training supported by TedX, tickets to Question Time and more.   Congratulations Jasmine. 
 

Rosaleen Maguire 
TEACHING STAFF 

https://studentconnect.qcaa.qld.edu.au/login.html
https://studentconnect.qcaa.qld.edu.au/login.html
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Dear Parents and Carers  
Welcome back to our existing families and a special welcome to our 
new families this term.  During term three the students on St Mary’s 
campus were offered opportunities to be involved in a variety of 
activities across a broad range of arenas including The Arts, sport 
competitions and community engagement.   Early in the term, St. 
Mary’s opened her doors for the Charters Towers Historic Homes 
Open Day.  Well over four hundred visitors wandered through Mercy 
House and gathered on the verandahs to enjoy Devonshire tea and 
share stories and memories about long gone by school days and 
admire the recent renovations to the Mercy building.   The Year 6 
students and their families did an amazing job in providing the 
scones for the morning tea and raising funds for their upcoming 
Canberra trip.  
 
The Under 8’s day was a huge success again this year with children 
attending from a number of the Early Years’ Learning Centres in 
Charters Towers as well as our own Kindergarten to Year 2  children.   
Our Year 6 and secondary student helpers did a standout job of 
managing stations and assisting our younger children in a fun-filled 
morning.   
 
Term 3 sport saw a dedicated group of girls and boys apply 
themselves to training sessions to improve their skills in softball and 
cricket.  On game days, students gave their absolute best to 
represent in the primary school sport competition.  Well done to our 
girls’ softball team.  They learnt to pitch, field, hit home runs, sneak 
bases and most importantly play as a team. Their dedication was 
incredible.  Thank you to Larrissa Crowley for leading this novice 
group of girls into a season of fun and learning in sport.   In cricket, 
our boys once again showed great dedication to training and skill 
development to make their coach, Mr O’Connor proud of their 
continued effort and sportsmanship on the field.  The boys finished 
the season undefeated and congratulations to Harry Pickering who 
progressed to the North Queensland Representative team and 
represented  the state in Toowoomba recently.  
 
Our Father’s Day liturgy gathered our fathers, grandfathers, step-
fathers, mothers and significant others who act in the role of ‘father’ 
to be recognised for their love and devotion to their families. A 
hearty BBQ breakfast followed our liturgy, with students keen to get 
their fathers to the games and activities that followed.  Basketball 
shoot out, Bocce, fishing, gardening, handball, board games and 
reading in the library were the highlights of the morning activities.  
Thanks go to all those that assisted with organising the morning 
activities. 
 
Term three is always a significant term for fundraising.  This term we 
recognised the works of the St. Vincent de Paul Society as our 
Catholic agency.  Our families and staff provided the baked goods for 
our amazing bake sale and raised over $400.00 selling these treats at 
morning tea. Thank you to all who gave in the knowledge your 
contribution will go to supporting those families in most need in our 
local community.   The recycled clothing effort in this campaign also 
needs recognition.  A ute load of recycled clothing went to the St. 
Vincent de Paul shop to support the fundraising initiative of giving to 

those of most need in the community.  
 
Team work was on show with students honing their problem 
solving and debating skills to represent the college at two major 
events.  Students from Years 5 and 6 represented in the Optiminds 
Competition in Townsville.  The Opti-MINDS Challenge is an 
opportunity for all those with a passion for learning and problem 
solving to showcase their skills and talents in an exciting, vibrant 
and public way.  Congratulations needs to go to these students 
who received received Honours and Spirit of Optiminds 
recognition at this competition.    
Towards the end of term, Father Mobin joined our youngest 
students in liturgy to give thanks for the gifts that we have while 
recognizing the needs of others in the community.  Term 3 
concluded with our Disco where students and their families were 
again very supportive of all the fundraising initiatives for the Year 
6 Canberra excursion.  
 
It is a very busy term ahead and we wish our students continued 
success in all academic and co-curricular activities. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Joanne Andrews 
DEPUTY PRINCIPAL - ST. MARY’S CAMPUS 



Year 5 students went on their first ever school camp to Gumburu 
Environmental Education Centre in Paluma for 2 nights in Week 
3.  And what a brilliant time we all had!  
 
We loaded up the bus and headed up the mountain full of 
excitement and anticipation. Day one saw us eat, tackle the sensory 
trail with blindfolds, eat, listen to a fascinating talk on the traditional 
indigenous usage of some of the plants, eat, walk to some gorgeous 
look-outs, eat, then finish the day with some marshmallows around 
the camp-fire.  If you’ve ever been to Gumburu, you’ll know that the 
food is legendary! Scones with jam and cream, lasagne, cakes, 
sandwiches and some of the best fresh fruit platters you’ll ever eat 
were enjoyed by everyone.  
 
Day two was a walking day. We were tied to a partner as one of our 
challenges and headed down to the H-Track. Here we spent some 
time really discussing what we expect of a leader at Columba Catholic 
College and how we can step up to the plate next year.  We then 
tested some of our leadership, listening and teamwork skills with a 
couple of challenges in the park. After lunch, the rain came so we just 
spent some time really enjoying each other’s company while we tried 
to stay dry. That afternoon, we went on probably the coolest 
bushwalk of the week. We ventured up and down the trail until we 
got to Cloudy Creek. Some people were brave enough to have a 
wade through the water and sit under the waterfall in postcard-
perfect scenery.  Once we got rid of the leeches, we headed home 
for a much needed rest.  
 
The Thursday was spent again testing out our teamwork and 
communication skills with a variety of games and challenges. The two 
goals for the camp were to enjoy the time with each other as a 
group, and really determine what we wanted to be as Year 6 leaders 
of the Primary Campus next year. It was an absolutely fantastic 
experience for everyone and will definitely be on the highlight list for 
many years to come! 
 
Ryan O’Connor 
ASSISTANT TO THE PRINCIPAL - RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
ST. MARY’S CAMPUS 

 
The year has certainly flown by as we enter the final term in Year 
4.   
 

The Interhouse Swimming Carnival occurred in Week 2 and I 
congratulate all the students who attended for their effort on the 
day. Special mention to Holly Laffin, Bailey McGuire and Bella 
Casella who were awarded Age Champion in their age group and 
all the best at the upcoming Interschool Swimming Carnival.   
 

Daniel Morcombe Day was held last Friday, which allowed the 
class to discuss child safety. Once again, the whole school 
community joined in the ‘Walk for Daniel’ around the campus.  
 

In English, the students have been writing expositions and 
focusing on the powerful language used in persuasive writing. 
Students will also write an exposition as part of their HASS 
assessment later in the term as we learn about the role of the 
local council and local issues that are important to the class. 
Reading groups continue to happen four days a week and we 
thank Joan Cox and Jenny Stevenson for continuing to volunteer 
their assistance.  
 

During Mathematics, the class has been focusing on Number, 
Space and the Geometry strands as we head towards their final 
exam. The class have been working very hard and getting 
through plenty of work during lessons.  
 

Religion lessons have a strong focus on the history of the Catholic 
Church in the early years of Australia.  
 

In Science, we are exploring the Biology strand of the subject and 
looking at the life cycle of plants. The students have begun their 
own investigation observing the life cycle of bean seeds, which 
will form part of their assessment.  
 

During Health lessons, the students are learning how to be cyber 
safe in the digital age that we live in. Students are also learning 
about the digital footprint they leave behind every time they go 
online. Swimming lessons with Mr Sutton are very popular 
among the class each week.  
 

With so much happening in class, the end of the year will be here 
before we know it. 
 
Gerard Webber 
YEAR FOUR TEACHER 



Thank you to all of the parents who baked or provided morning tea for International Teachers’ Day last Friday. 
It was very much appreciated. 
 
Fiona Murray 
PRESIDENT - CSPA  

We can’t believe that this is the last term of Year 1! We have such a busy 
term ahead, with lots of activities to help wrap up our year of learning.  
 
Year 1 are busy in English, learning how to write a persuasive text. We have 
been very convincing, telling our audience that ice cream is the best dessert 
and dogs make the best pets! We are continuing to make sure that our 
sentences are complete with correct punctuation, structure and spelling.  
 

In Maths, we have revisited o’clock and half past times, skip counting and 
measuring the lengths and capacity of different objects using informal 
units. We still have lots of hard work to come, looking at coins and chance. 
 

In Science, we are looking at the difference between the day and night sky, 
and looking at local landscapes. We are revising natural, managed and 
constructed features, and will be making a shoebox diorama to show our 
understanding.  
 

We are really thinking about what our rights and responsibilities are in 
Health. We realise that we have a certain responsibility to help keep 
ourselves and those around us safe and healthy.  
 

Year 1 are so excited to have started their Visual Arts unit. We are looking 
at the art elements of line, colour, shape and texture. There will be a Year 1 
Art Show in the Dining Hall at St Mary’s Campus in Week 8. These dates are 
Thursday 28th November from 3:00 to 4:00pm and Friday 29th November 
from 8:00 to 8:30am. We hope to see you there! 
 
Toni Pilcher 
YEAR ONE TEACHER 

The Ready Reading program is coming to Charters 
Towers on Thursday 14th November, from 9 – 1.00pm at 
Central State School. 

Parents and community members are invited to attend 
free training in how to support your child to practice 
their reading at home, or how to make a difference in 
your local school community by volunteering to support 
reading in classrooms. 

Reading is a powerful tool to help children grow their 
vocabulary, language skills and imagination. It helps 
them to develop life-long skills that will support their 
future growth and learning.  

Register your interest with Volunteering Queensland to 

become a Ready Reading volunteer or register for the 

parent training session here to support your child at 

https://volunteeringqld.org.au/volunteers/ready-reading/
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/ready-reading-training-charters-towers-central-state-school-tickets-77424401469
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Secondary Science under the microscope. 

ANCQ Chemistry Quiz 
Last term, selected students from Years 7 to 10 sat the Australian 
National Chemistry Quiz.  The ANCQ is, traditionally, a very challenging 
quiz.  This year, results were as follows: 
Certificate of Credit:  Dakoda Montgomery (Year 7), Isaac Neilson (Year 8), 
Lawsen Ford (Year 10), Salvin George (Year 10). 
 

ICAS Science Competition 
Last term, selected students from Years 2 to 12 sat the ICAS Science 
Competition.  Like the ANCQ, ICAS is a prestigious competition that 
challenges students to use their skills to solve problems.  Results were as 
follows:  
Certificate of Merit: Caitlyn Cavanagh (Year 2), Connor King (Year 4), 
Lawsen Ford (Year 10). 
Certificate of Credit: Holly Power (Year 2), Will Scholes (Year 3), Jet Ives 
(Year 5), Isaac Neilson (Year 8). 
 

Year 11 Exam Preparation: 
Year 11 students are currently hard at work, preparing for their upcoming 
examinations.  Students in Chemistry and Biology have sat a series of 
practice examinations, designed to help familiarise them with exam 
requirements and the type of questions they will encounter.  As students 
commence Unit 3 study soon, parents are encouraged to talk to their 
children about their ongoing revision and study.  Don’t forget that there 
are useful resources and study planners that can be accessed on the 
QCAA website. 
 

Year 9: CSI: Forensic Files 
Year 9 students have turned detective, using forensic science to solve a 
variety of crimes and puzzles, including blood typing.  They have started 
researching the use of genetic genealogy sites like Ancestry.com and 
23andMe to solve cold cases. 

 
For any science questions, please email me at 
kking1@columba.catholic.edu.au. 
 
Kristal King 
SCIENCE CURRICULUM LEADER 

Win an amazing Cubby House valued at over $500.  
Built by Columba Catholic College students!  

All proceeds go to the 2020 Santa Teresa Immersion 
Experience. 

 
Buy a ticket ($20 per ticket, only 100 tickets available)  

and go in the draw to win a cubby house  
valued at over $500.  

This cubby was built by  
Columba Catholic College students!  

Free delivery within Charters Towers City limits. 
Tickets on sale from  

29 October 2019 – 28 November 2019 
Tickets available at St Mary’s and  

Mt Carmel Campus Offices. 
Winner will be announced on  

Friday 29 November 2019! 

Our CCC Youth Group meets once a term in the Parish meeting room.  We extend a warm welcome to all Primary and Secondary 
students to join us.  

 Our next Youth Group meeting is on Saturday 9th November from 5-6pm in the Parish Centre. Mass follows at 6.00pm. 



Louis Ariotti 

Louis Charles Anthony Ariotti began life in poor and humble surroundings in North Queensland. He provided medical 

and surgical services to the people of Western Queensland that set the benchmark for future practices. Louis was the 

older of two boys born to Francesco and Catarina Ariotti, shortly after they arrived in Innisfail from Casale in Piedmont, 

Italy.  During his school years in Innisfail and at Mount Carmel College, Louis’s amazing natural talent as a sportsman 

flourished, his name appearing on many trophies in the Museum on Mount Carmel Campus. This talent reached its 

peak during his university years when he established an Australian record for the hammer throw and shot-put, and 

won the prestigious Albert Cup for athletic excellence. 

Louis started his medical studies at Sydney University in 1934. During his first year, he met his future wife, Muriel 

Sallaway. They did not marry until he had finished his studies in 1941. The morning after finishing his registrarship at St 

Vincent's, he enlisted in the 2nd AIF on the 24th of May 1943. He served in Borneo and New Guinea, establishing 

casualty posts on the front line where his newly acquired surgical skills were honed in the heat of battle. 

At the end of the war, Louis searched for a rural town where he could make use of his love of surgery, finally settling in 

Charleville in 1947. In the early years at Charleville he developed a reputation as an innovative and highly competent 

surgeon. He was the first to establish an operating theatre at his consulting rooms where he did major surgical 

procedures. What was particularly innovative was that he arranged for patients to be nursed and recover in their own 

homes.  He saw that this could be the way of the future and his approach was a forerunner of what has become known 

as day surgery. He established his own pathology and radiography services and travelled to 

China to study acupuncture to complement his surgical procedures. He then enlisted local 

mechanics to build specific equipment such as orthopaedic operating tables for the safety 

and comfort of surgical patients. He also attended the Radium Institute in Brisbane to learn 

how to administer radium treatment for cancer patients. His skill as a surgeon and physician 

and his total devotion to his patients was acknowledged in many ways. In addition to an MBE, 

The Courier-Mail in 1992 listed him as one of "Our Top 100".  At 89 years of age Louis started 

writing his memoirs and self-published “The Guiding Hand with the Lord at the Helm; 

memoirs of an outback GP and Surgeon” about six months before his death. It gave him great 

joy in the last months of his life to have his story in print.               

Louis died on 30th of October, 2008 aged 92 years 
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