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Dear members of the Columba Catholic College community, 

Volume 22 - Edition 14 | 12 September 2019 

Dear Columba Families and Friends, 

 

As we approach the end of term, I am proud to report on some more 
successes across the College. Our inaugural Co-Op and Market Day, 
was a real success, with our Columba grown produce, beef, crafts, 
food, community stallholders and arts and musical acts all showing 
our Columba artisan flair, hospitality and sense of community. We 
will hold this type of event each year for the community. Student 
achievement across the College for having a growth mindset; for 
showing resilience; progress in literacy, numeracy and academics all 
featured over the past two weeks. We had four teams compete in the 
Optiminds Challenge at JCU, with the Science and Engineering team 
taking out  the honours award. Congratulations.  
 

Our youngest students in Prep and Year 1 have really hit their mark, 
with much settled learning, cooperation in class and in the 
playground, all boding well for a good end of term and a good 
transition into Year 1 and 2! The College’s NAPLAN results were very 
good, with exceptional individual achievements across Years 3, 5, 7 
and 9 and especially impressive gains in Years 3 and 5 across all 
domains. Individual student reports will be received soon and will be 
distributed to families.  The College Museum, at Mt Carmel Campus 
moves into a new phase, with it being opened every Friday in Term 4 
from 8.30am - 10.30am for friends and families to visit to share in the 
long and proud history of our wonderful College. We would be 
delighted to show you around. 
 

There are some changes in the Columba Kindergarten and OSHC 
operations for 2020. Please take the time to read the communique in 
this newsletter from Bishop Timothy Harris. 
 
This week we acknowledge and take time out to consider our own 
wellbeing with RUOK Day. I provide this link from Headspace for 
parents as we lead into the last week of term and into holidays to 
review some tips that might assist in this last week and as school 
resumes in Term 4. This site is an invaluable tool, that we utilise at 
the College as part of our pastoral programs, as well as for staff 
development and as a resource when understanding wellbeing issues. 

 

https://headspace.org.au/friends-and-family/parents-guide-tips-for-
managing-stress-and-problems-at-school/ 

 

https://headspace.org.au/yarn-safe/stress-and-pressure/ 
 

I write to you to again to stress the importance of solid attendance 
and of being very clear with your children to attend school everyday - 

right up until the end of term. These last days are full of subject 
consolidation, revision and literacy and numeracy intensives, that 
enables students to integrate the term’s learning so they can move 
into holidays well. Below is a great visual explaining my reasons! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As this is the last newsletter for the term, I remind you to submit any 
2020 enrolments as soon as possible. Our enrolments are strong for 
2020 and I would not like to place on waiting lists siblings of current 
students! 
 

If you are moving in 2020, I remind you also that a term’s notice is 
requested in writing to inform the College of your intention. 
 

Best wishes for a good holiday break. I trust some renewal, recovery 
and rest will be undertaken by students and staff alike. The Columba 
OSHC Vacation Care program has been published and the program 
looks very exciting and productive. 

 

Best wishes. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
          Candi Dempster 
          PRINCIPAL 

Shine at Columba 

https://headspace.org.au/friends-and-family/parents-guide-tips-for-managing-stress-and-problems-at-school/
https://headspace.org.au/friends-and-family/parents-guide-tips-for-managing-stress-and-problems-at-school/
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Name:               Kris Olsen 

Hometown:       Whyalla, South Australia   

Subjects  taught:   7, 8, 9, 10 Design Food and Fibres, 7 HASS, 8 Maths,  

   9/10 Economics & Business , 10 Geography  

Favourite Foods:  Lamb 

Hobbies:    Any fibre craft - spinning, weaving, knitting, crocheting, felting (this one is  
   new) and reading in my spare time 

WEEK 7  
FOR BEING A HARD WORKER WHO NEVER GIVES UP EVEN WHEN THE TASK IS 
DIFFICULT 
 
Prep   Louis Bennetto 

Year 1   Chloe Smith 

Year 2   Josh Aston 

Year 3  Clayte Bryant 

Year 4   Hollie Laffin 

Year 5  Lawson Day 

Year 6G  Mikayla Murray 

Year 6S  Sky Milton 

 
 
WEEK 8 

SIGHT WORD WIZARD (PREP - YR2)   SUPER SPELLER (YR3 - 6) 
 
Prep   Isabelle Pilcher 

Year 1   Charlie Webb  

Year 2   Clayton Walsh  

Year 3   Alexander Zhao 

Year 4   Zander Murray 

Year 5   Ethan Ford 

Year 6G  Bailey Macpherson 

Year 6S  Layla Ford 

The final Queensland Core Skills Tet was held on 

Tuesday 3rd and Wednesday 4th September 2019. 

About 23 000 Year 12 students took part in the 

test. The test was introduced in 1992 to scale 

school-based assessment results and contribute 

information for the calculation of OPs and FPs for 

tertiary entrance. From next year, eligible 

Queensland students will receive an Australian 

Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) instead of an OP. 

Kindy “Come and Try” and Prep “Meet and Greet” 

Tuesday 22 October 9.00am - 10.30am and Tuesday 29 October 9.00am - 10.30am 

St. Mary’s Campus 

Come and meet other Kindy and Prep Families and make new friends. 

There will be a variety of activities to experience across two mornings of learning, including Information Technology, 

Design, English, Maths and Health and Physical Education. 



Shine at Columba 

Dear Parents/Caregivers. Students and Staff, 
 

At this very point in time the College’s students are working to 
complete all the requirements of their various academic programs. For 
the OP eligible senior students the QCS testing is now complete. 
Another box ticked! The seniors can now see the home straight. In 
saying that though, there is still much work to be done before year’s 
end. It is a time that they will seriously be considering their options 
post Columba, whether it is attending university, gaining 
apprenticeships or traineeships, joining the family business etc.  Of 
course there are always some students who will need a little 
encouragement in channelling their energies into their studies. 
 

Cyber Safety 
In regards to social issues, one of the biggest challenges that schools 
face today is cyberbullying.  It can be broadly defined as the repetitive 
and deliberate use of information technologies to intentionally harm 
another. Cyberbullying behaviour includes the sending of mean and 
nasty video clip, text messages, pictures and emails to another person 
either using the internet or mobile phones.  
 

The inappropriate use of social networking technologies such as 
Facebook, Instagram and Snapchat can have far-reaching 
consequences. For the recipient of cyberbullying, the consequences 
can range from total disengagement at a social and school level to 
anxiety and depression at a personal level. For the perpetrator, the 
consequences can range from counselling to suspension and can 
involve the Queensland Police Service if the cyberbullying is of a 
criminal nature.  
 

If a parent/caregiver is aware that a child is the recipient of 
cyberbullying, we encourage you to contact the relevant Pastoral 
Leader responsible for the Pastoral care of that student or myself. 
Furthermore, help can be obtained from the following sources: 
 

 Kids Helpline, on 1800551800 or online at:  
 https://kidshelpline.com.au/  
 

 eSafety Commissioner at:  
 https://www.esafety.gov.au/education-resources  
 

 Headspace at: https://headspace.org.au/ 
 
Visitors to the College 
It has been noted that a number of students have had their lunches 
dropped off at the school either by family members and or friends. 
Any visitors to the College must sign in at the College reception. This is 
not to make life difficult for people; rather, it is about a duty of care 
that the College owes to its students. 
 

R U O K Day 
This Thursday is R U O K Day. R U OK Day is the national day of action 
dedicated to reminding everyone to ask, “Are you OK?” and to 
remember that each day we need to support people who may be 

The Year 7 2020 Parent Information Evening will be held on Monday 18 November at 7.00pm in Mt Carmel Dining Room. All Year 6 

students and parents, as well new enrolments in 2020 are invited to attend. Columba Catholic College students are required to wear 

their school uniform. On Tuesday 19 November all Year 6 students are invited to attend a transition day on the Mt Carmel Campus. 

struggling with life’s ups and downs. The theme this year is “Trust 
the Signs, Trust your Gut & Ask R U OK?” Columba students  will 
be engaged in a number of activities, including issuing ribbons and 
selling cold cups. Our Senior students will also canvas RUOK Day 
and its importance at this week’s assembly.  

 

Regards 
  
 
 
 
 

 
   Dan Kyle 
   Deputy Principal (Pastoral & Residential) 

https://kidshelpline.com.au/
https://www.esafety.gov.au/education-resources
https://headspace.org.au/


The mid semester holidays are now but a distant memory with most of us 
wondering how time has gone by so quickly. We are now heading towards the 
September holidays!! 
 
The Year 3 students have accomplished a great deal since the beginning of 
Term 3. The term is indeed a busy one both in and out of the classroom. In 
English, the class have explored the structure and features of an Information 
Report. We are now writing a report about a planet in the Solar System and 
presenting it in poster format.  
 
In Science, Year 3 have been studying the marvels of the Solar System and they 
have shown great enthusiasm for this topic. During our H.A.S.S. lessons, we 
have been exploring the unique qualities of our country and they have been 
amazed at how special Australia is physically and culturally.  
 
This term, Year 3 have been learning about the Sacraments of Initiation and the 
symbols and rituals of Baptism, Confirmation and First Eucharist. One topic of 
interest this term in Technology includes the uses and processes of 
technologies in our everyday lives. Health and PE is also a very popular subject 
in our curriculum.     
 
The Charters Towers Eisteddfod was another event on the calendar for this 
term and the students have put their best efforts into the choirs this year. A 
number of the Year 3 students participated in the Year 3 and 4 singing choir 
and came third. Our class came third in verse speaking and Mr O’Connor and 
Mrs Christensen were extremely proud. 
 
This is only a snippet of the work we are doing! This term was a particularly 
busy term with an abundance of extra activities for everyone to enjoy, so 
please stay tuned for the next exciting episode in the adventures of Year 3 
students at Columba Catholic College.  
 
Robyn Christensen and Ryan O’Connor 
YEAR THREE TEACHERS 

Our Primary cricketers donned the whites this term 

and not since the days of Glenn McGrath, Shane 

Warne and Ricky Ponting has Australia seen such a 

dominant display in a cricket series.   

 

Harry Pickering led experienced players like Chase 

Harrington, Cooper Hedges, Cohen Crowley and 

Bailey MacPherson.  We then had a large number of 

part-timers that sought to improve their skill set 

throughout the season.  The lads all trained hard 

each week, even when we didn’t have a game, and 

the results showed up on the field.  A big win over 

Millchester to start the season was followed by an 

even bigger win over BTC.  We met All Souls as two 

undefeated teams but a big performance by Jesse 

Lavery and Harry saw us knock them over cheaply 

and chase their runs down comfortably with Kaleb 

Venning hitting the winning runs with his first 

scoring shot of his cricketing career!   

 

As always, I was very proud of the continued effort, 

sportsmanship and support that our Columba boys 

showed on the field.  The future of Columba cricket 

is looking very bright! 

 

Ryan O’Connor 

PRIMARY CRICKET COACH 

Shine at Columba 



Term 3 is always eventful at Columba and this term has been no 
exception.  Year 2 students have certainly embraced the ‘get involved’ 
attitude and have thoroughly enjoyed participating in events such as 
NAIDOC Week, Catholic Education Week, Charters Towers Show, 
Under 8’s Day, Eisteddfod, Book Week, Father’s Day and the Premier’s 
Reading Challenge.  I would like to take this opportunity to 
congratulate the Year 1 / 2 choir students who performed in the 
Charters Towers Annual Eisteddfod. These little people gave up 
numerous playtimes to prepare and worked extremely hard.  The 
Choir was rewarded with a placing of second in the Lower Primary 
division as well as the Alf Madsen Memorial Primary Encouragement 
Award. Well done students! I might be a little biased, but I think they 
looked amazing and the performance was fantastic.  You all made me 
extremely proud. 
 

In English, Year 2 have become ant experts.  After engaging with the 
text ‘To Squish or Not to Squish?’, students have been researching 
online sources to find evidence and reasons on whether or not they 
should squish the humble ant.  A major focus for all students is to 
provide clear reasons and the use of strong modality words to make 
their argument more convincing. Students have certainly discovered 
ants are very smart, hard-working and help our environment in many 
ways.   
 

During Religion lessons, we have been exploring how the Earth and all 
the people, plants and animals are gifts from God.  Students have 
recorded some of the ways that people take care of the earth and 
animals for God, and are currently creating short videos to inform 
others in our Columba Community of what they can do to become 
stewards of God’s creation. 
 

In Mathematics, students have become measurement and geometry 
detectives.  Some examples of the content we have been covering 
include; measurement with centimeters, measurement with meters, 
calculating the surface area of objects, comparing mass, exploring 
maps and locating map references.  A great deal of hands-on learning 
has certainly been taking place! The following inquiry questions ‘What 
is a place?’ and ‘How are people connected to their place and other 
places?’ has been guiding students learning in HASS.  Students are 
beginning to recognize how places can be described at different scales 
and how the world can be divided into major geographical divisions. 
We now understand the many different connections we have to places 
within our local community too. 

Shine at Columba 

Science lessons in Year 2 are always filled with excitement and 
awe!  This term, students have been investigating how living things 
grow and change.  During lessons, students have been eagerly 
caring for mealworms and observing the characteristics at different 
stages of their development.  Just last week, we discovered that our 
mealworms have finally reached the final stage in their life cycle 
and we are now the proud owners of darkling beetles.  Health 
lessons have centred around our personal health. We have been 
discovering how our strengths and achievements contribute to our 
identities. We know that our identities make each of us unique and 
the students are busy creating personal storybooks to celebrate our 
achievements and describe what makes each of us special! 
 

In Technologies, Year 2 have been exploring Design Technologies, 
with a focus on why people design moving toys.  We are now well 
into the planning stage of creating our own moving toys suitable for 
a child of the same age.   
 

As you can see, there is plenty of learning happening in Year 2 and 
still a great deal to complete by the end of the term.  The next 
school holidays will be welcomed and I know students are looking 
forward to spending time with their families before we come back 
and do it all again in Term 4! 
 

Miss Reiffel 
YEAR TWO TEACHER 

 
 
 

 

The 2019 Primary softball team consisted of Imogen Geaney, Stevie Williamson, Hannah Hopkins, Grace Scholes, Lara Cavanagh, Kristya 
Murphy, Jessica Wosomo, Mischa Williamson, Mikayla Murray, Eloise Wassmuth and Layla Ford. 
 

This season saw the girls play for four Friday afternoons at BTC. The 1st game was played against Millchester. The girls played well both on the 
field and in the batting line. Four home runs were made alone in this innings. This gave them their first win with a score of 6 to 1 over two 
innings. The second game was played against All Souls and was an 8 all draw at the end of the game.   Week three showed lots of enthusiasm 
and team work both on and off the field.  The girls played well but lost narrowly to Richmond Hill.  The finals came around too quickly and a 
hard game was had against Central with the girls going down 4 to 1. 
 

For most of these girls, it was their very first time picking up a bat and glove. They learnt to pitch, field, hit home runs, sneak bases and  
most importantly play as a team. Their dedication was incredible. Even with a 3 week break in the draw, this group of superstars still  
wanted to train.  This team of legends will be more than ready for next year. It was my absolute pleasure to coach them this season. 
Well done team. 
 

Larrissa Crowley 
COACH 



At the beginning of this term a group of our Emerging Leaders were given 

the opportunity to attend the NAIDOC celebrations at St Theresa’s College 

in Abergowrie.  Hundreds of students from throughout North Queensland 

engaged in many different activities such as basket weaving, art, stalls, 

dance, hip hop, boomerang & spear throwing, entertainment by Isaiah 

Firebrace and cooking demonstrations by Black Olive. These activities 

culminated in an amazing traditional Kup Murri lunch for everyone, and 

although it was a huge day of travel,  the students thoroughly enjoyed the 

experience. 

The Indigenous Youth Parliament was held in Townsville on the 30th  

August 2019.  This is open to Indigenous and Torres Strait Islander 

students throughout Queensland that are currently in Year 6 or 7.  Both 

Manaia & Bridget jumped at the chance to participate, with Manaia 

drawing the role as Youth Shadow Minister for the Environment, and 

Bridget drawing the role as the Youth Minister for Perkins. Both girls had 

to present a speech in front of the Youth Parliament and the Speaker of 

the Legislative Assembly the Hon Curtis Pitt MP.  The girls gave a polished 

and informative speech, with Manaia speaking on the Environment and 

Bridget speaking about NAIDOC.   

 

This was the first time the College has participated in this event as this 

also was the first time it has been held in Townsville. We do, however, 

look forward to sending representatives from now on, as it is a good 

oppportunity for students to gain an understanding and experience of 

what Parliament is all about, as well as speech writing and delivery.  

 

Emerging Leaders is all about attendance, academic improvement & 

engagement and it is wonderful to see our students embracing the 

opportunities that are offered to them as part of this program. 

 

Trish Phillips 

EMERGING LEADERS COORDINATOR 

In Week 6 a special assembly was held on the Mt Carmel 
Campus to celebrate NAIDOC Week.  The assembly focussed 
on this year’s NAIDOC theme, “Voice. Treaty. Truth. Let’s 
work together for a shared future”, and each element of 
the theme was explained and discussed to bring awareness 
to the calls for a Treaty by Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people.   We were fortunate to have special guests 
who included Mr Max Lenoy, Indigenous Education Advisor 
from the Townsville Catholic Education, as well a group of 
staff and students from St Michael’s Primary School on Palm 
Island.   
 
Miss Kylie Mitchell began the assembly with a Welcome to 
Country where she spoke about the local Gudjal people and 
their history.  Shania spoke about the theme of Voice/
Language. Moaranni, Rannietta, Ikanau, Clairice, Denaisa, 
Latiasha performed traditional dances from Palm Island and 
Kaiku performed traditional dances from the Torres Strait 
Islands.  Mr Lenoy and Miss Kylie held a discussion with 
students and staff about the themes of Treaty and Truth 
and the assembly was then closed with Moaranni and Mr 
Lenoy cutting the NAIDOC Week celebration cake. A huge 
thank you goes to the students who were involved in the 
assembly. 
 

Kylie Mitchell 
INDIGENOUS EDUCATION WORKER 



What will future work look like for you? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In the future, could you be a robot ethicist? An off world habitat designer? 
A personal brand manager? A biofilm plumber? A smart dust wrangler? 
 

Everyone has characteristics that make them unique. Different people 
have different combinations of interests, aptitudes, and skills. 
 

This job explorer tool has been designed to identify some of your career 
interests and aptitudes. It is not a fully detailed assessment — while you 
may have stronger interests in some areas than in others, you may also 
find that you can relate to more than one. 
 

On the basis of your answers, the job explorer will recommend some of 
the ‘100 Jobs of the Future’ that may be a fit for you. 

 

https://100jobsofthefuture.com/quiz 
 

Australian Defence Force: 

Have all or part of your degree course paid for, join degree qualified, or 
work for the ADF in your gap year. Whichever route you choose, enjoy a 
salary from day one. 
 

More Information:  
https://www.defencejobs.gov.au/students-and-education 
 

Looking for a gap year that gives you more? 
There's a lot that makes an ADF Gap Year so fulfilling. It’s an opportunity 
to get a feel for military life while enjoying unique experiences. 

 

https://www.defencejobs.gov.au/students-and-education/gap-year 

 
Year 12 students have recently enjoyed presentations from James Cook 

University (JCU) and Queensland Country Credit Union (QCCU). 

7-10 Health and Physical Education 
This year has seen an upgrade of the HPE units on offer in 
junior, with the inclusion of a range of non-traditional sports.  
While the North Queensland staples (such as swimming, 
athletics, tennis, netball and cricket) remain, they are 
interspersed with some new challenges.  Ultimate Frisbee, 
OzTag, Yoga and Gaelic Football have proved particularly 
popular in 2019, and have rejuvenated a somewhat stale 
practical offering. 
 
Students will also have noticed that the format of some of 
their assessment tasks have changed.  This year our 
assessment tasks have reflected the types of assessment 
students will encounter in the senior years if they select 
Physical Education or the Certificate III in Sport and 
Recreation.  Our assessment tasks will continue to be under 
review in 2020, as we revitalize our offerings in junior Health 
and Physical Education. 
 
Senior Physical Education 
Columba was recently involved in the statewide endorsement 
process, designed to make sure that our senior assessment 
tasks are up to scratch.  Congratulations to Mr Marty, who 
had both of his assessment pieces endorsed.  This is a great 
result for our first attempt, and a vote of confidence in his 
understanding of the new senior curriculum. 
 
Planning is going ahead for the introduction of a Certificate III 
in Sport and Recreation in 2020.  This certificate will be a more 
useful qualification for our students than the current 
Recreation subject we offer.  The department is excited to get 
the new subject up and running. 
 
Kristal King 
MIDDLE LEADER: HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION  

Zimarne Oui takes flight in Senior Physical Education. 

Shine at Columba 

https://100jobsofthefuture.com/quiz
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Molly Wherry 
 

19.4.1921 - 24.12.2004 

Sarah Myrtle (Molly) Jones was born on 19 April 1921 in Charters Towers to Thomas and Mary Jones.  Molly attended 

Saint Marys College from 1929 – 1939 and was a strong supporter of the College her whole life.  Molly met and married 

Paul Wherry on the 26th May 1945 and had 4 children Althea, Paul, Maree & Barrett.  Paul became Mayor of Charters 

Towers in March of 1952, and remained so for the following 12 years.  Molly was a lady filled with tremendous civic 

pride and staunchly assisted Paul in his duties of Mayor.  She was also a founding member of Meals on Wheels, a 

member of the Country Women’s Association and the Red Cross.  

Molly was dedicated to the city’s schools, and an unassuming confidant and ‘behind the scenes’ helper to many people. 

In 1993 she received the Soroptimist International’s Women of the Year award, followed in 1998 when she was 

awarded the City Council’s Bicentennial Australia Day award for citizenship, she then again in 2002 was the recipient of 

the Queensland Government Volunteers award. 

In the late 1970s Molly received word that the Sisters of the Good Samaritan due to 

diminishing vocations and declining numbers, advised of their withdrawal from St Mary’s 

College, and the Diocese announced the closure of the school. Molly was an integral 

member of a passionate group that mobilised public opinion and support not only in 

Charters Towers but throughout North West Queensland as well. They were that successful 

that the Bishop reversed the closure on the consideration and understanding that the 

group would assume full responsibility for the administration and running of St Mary’s 

College. 

Molly was a foundation member of the Managerial Board, which successfully re-established 

the College, which at the time was Australia’s only lay administered Catholic Girls Boarding 

School. With a very tight school budget Molly would always be organising fundraising 

activities to assist with the acquisition of equipment and services, which the College                    

would not otherwise be able to afford.  

A women dedicated to her faith, her family and the community of Charters Towers, Molly Wherry stamped out her 

own indelible mark on Charters Towers. 
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Please join us 

Columba Catholic College 

Principal, Staff and Students 

cordially invite 

All Parents and Friends  

to the 

Annual Awards Night 

at 

The World Theatre   

6.30 pm Friday 25 October 2018 






