
Volume 18 - Edition 7| 7 MAY 2015 

 

Dear members of the Columba Catholic College community, 
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Dear Columba Families and Friends, 
 
The last two weeks at the College has enabled students to shine 
across so many areas. The Back to the 80’s Musical with students in 
Years 5 to 12 was an enormous success. Students grew in their 
confidence and abilities through the rehearsals and put on a fabulous 
three shows in the season. The sets, props and backstage crew were 
just outstanding and showed great skill and dedication. Students 
then backed up at the Charters Towers Eisteddfod with all 
participants trying their hardest, with some outstanding individual 
and group results across many areas. The Performing and Visual Arts 
is truly alive at Columba.  
 
The St Mary’s STEM club for Years 5 and 6 has begun with creative 
students collaborating on a rocket project. The Mt Carmel Debaters 
concluded their season with some excellent debates, and again 
showed much individual and collective growth. The participation and 
success of students in sport fixtures - in softball, cricket and tennis is 
another example of students getting involved. 
 
The opportunities to use their talents is really a great feature of our 
College. Students across the College continue to work hard in classes, 
with many students demonstrating solid progress and improvement 
across subject areas.  
 
I am pleased to report that there is an ever increasing breadth of 
subject opportunities being given to students across the College, 
including Certificate III in Remote Aviation Technology, Chinese, 
Economics, Drama - (general subject) and Music (general subject) in 
Years 11 and 12 to name a few. Our apprenticeship and traineeship 
opportunities are also growing, as we search for opportunities in 
student interest areas. Our future focussed subject offerings ensure a 
good variety of pathway options. The 2020 Curriculum Handbooks 
are on the College website for viewing.  
 
Our Year 12 OP eligible students engage in the last ever Queensland 
Core Skills Test next week and we wish them well. 

Our enrolments are very encouraging for 2020, (with many already 
enrolled for 2021!), and I ask that you remind family and friends to 
submit enrolment applications before the end of this term. On 
uniform matters, in 2020, along with the new girls’ dress being 
available for back to school purchasing, I wish to give advance 
notice to families, that I will be asking students to transition into 
purchasing the Columba Catholic College backpack as part of our 
College uniform over the coming year. So, if families are wanting to 
purchase a back to school backpack, then there are two types to 
purchase at Titley and Co - a small version for St Mary’s students, 
and the larger version for Mt Carmel students. This will be a staged 
in process over 2020/2021 for families. 
 
I hope to see many of you at the inaugural Columba Co-op and 
Market Day, this Saturday at the Agricultural Centre at Mt Carmel 
Campus, between 4-6pm. Make sure you come down between 
watching the Columba teams playing at the Rugby Tenz at the Bulls 
Rugby Union ground! 
 
Finally, I wish all the fathers and significant role models a good day 
on Sunday in celebration of Father’s Day. 
 
Light to the World 
 
Best wishes for the fortnight ahead. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
          Candi Dempster 
          PRINCIPAL 



Name:               Kirsty Robins  

Hometown:       Townsville 

Subjects  taught:   English, HASS and Senior Geography 

Favourite Foods:  Mexican and Indian 

Hobbies:    SUP, Spending time with my family 

Students sitting the QCS Test will complete the 
Writing Task and Multiple Choice Test 1 on 
Tuesday 3rd September. On Wednesday 4th 
September students will complete the Short 
Response Test and Multiple Choice Test 2. 
 
Students need to ensure that they have 
purchased all of the equipment required to 
complete these tests. 
We wish all students sitting the QCS Test good 
luck. 
Year 12 students not sitting the QCS Test are 
expected to attend school and classes indicated 
on their timetables on the 3rd and 4th September.  
 
Maria Peck 
DEPUTY PRINCIPAL - ADMINISTRATION 

WEEK 5 - “YOU WERE SPOTTED….” 
Prep  Ella Mitchell - trying your hardest during class. 

Year 1  Oscar O’Sullivan - completing all work to a neat standard. 

Year 2  Robbie Sorrensen - problem solving and working  responsibly   
 during Maths groups. 

Year 3  Harrison Hicks - for working well in class. 

Year 4  Billy Shun - doing a great job on your HASS project. 

Year 5  Sienna Fagan - helping her classmates. 

Year 6G  Kristya Murphy -being enthusiastic about learning. 

Year 6S  Justice Langtree - working hard to improve your mathematical skills. 

 
WEEK 6 - EXCELLENT LIBRARY PARTICIPATION 

Prep  Fletcher Scholes 

Year 1  Charli Gundersen 

Year 2  Jeswin Thomas 

Year 3  Robert Hando 

Year 4  Jayden Thomas 

Year 5  Julian Dempster 

Year 6G  Angela Valenton 

Year 6S  Oscar Truong 

2019 Year 8 and 9 completed student Subject selection forms for 2020 Year 9 and 10 elective subjects are due to the Mt Carmel Campus 

office by 8.30am on Wednesday 4 September. 

The Board Members of the Scartwater Education Trust are pleased to advise that once again applications are sought for both Scartwater 
and Cunningham Scholarships for 2020. 
 
Please note that the Trust now has a website, www.scartwatertrust.com.au, where applicants will find the history of the Trust  
and applications for both the Scartwater & Cunningham Scholarships and details of the eligibility criteria. 
 
For more details please visit www.scartwatertrust.com.au. 



Shine at Columba 

Farewell and Welcome 
As we celebrated Catholic Education Week with a liturgy at the beginning of the 
term, we also had the unenviable task of farewelling our much loved priest, 
Father Daniel.  After just over 4 years in Charters Towers, he has been asked by 
Bishop Tim to take up a post in the parish of Ayr. Father Daniel was a gentle, 
calming, thoughtful and wise presence at our school and parish.  The thrill of 
standing beside Father Daniel as every student and staff member in our college 
rose as one with rapturous applause as a means of thanking and recognising his 
service is something that will stay with me for a very long time.  The tears and 
smile from a very humble Father Daniel as the clapping kept going, and going, 
and going, spoke volumes of the regard in which he was held. 

 
 

As we bid farewell, we then turned to welcome two new priests in Father Mobin 
and Father Shilbin.  Fathers Mobin and Shilbin will serve not only our St 
Columba’s Parish, but also the parishes of Hughenden, Richmond and 
Winton.  They were able to visit the Mt Carmel Campus last week and this week 
spent time talking to each class at the St Mary’s Campus. They shared stories of 
their upbringing in India and their desire to try their hand at fishing.  They 
expressed just how lovely it has been to experience such a warm welcome at the 
parish and now the school.  

 
 

Religious Education Curriculum 
Ms O’Sullivan and I spent two days last week undertaking professional 
development analysing the Religious Education curriculum and honing our skills 
of implementation and pedagogical practices. I am pleased to say that we are 
tracking very well with our curriculum coverage and teaching.  One real highlight 
of the year for me is the very rich professional conversations I get to have with 
teachers as we are constantly looking at ways to improve our understanding and 
delivery of the curriculum, so we can ensure quality learning experiences for 
each child. 

 
 

Vinnies Sleepout 
Friday 13th of September will see our annual Vinnie’s sleepout.  Mini Vinnies and 
Teen Vinnies students will spend the night at the Mt Carmel Campus to get a 
‘glimpse into the realities of homelessnesss by sleeping rough for a night’.  The 
premise of the night lies in solidarity and walking in another’s shoes. Students 
and staff engage in activities designed to challenge perceptions and build 
empathy. Both campuses will also be seeking to raise funds through a monster 
bake sale and ‘Dressed by Vinnies’ Day.  All proceeds this year will be used to buy 
swags for people in our community who are transitioning from one place to 
another. It is a very worthwhile cause and an experience we are very much 
looking forward to sharing with the students. 

 
 

Ryan O’Connor 
ASSISTANT TO THE PRINCIPAL - RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
ST. MARY’S CAMPUS 

Reading is My Secret Power!  As Book Week winds 
down on the St Mary’s Campus, my most precious 
memory is of the children’s joyful faces as they 
received their 2019 Secret Power!  The gift of a book to 
encourage students to keep reading, reading, reading, 
is My Secret Power! 
 
Book Week is not complete without Book Fair on the 
Primary Campus. Excitement reigns as the children 
contemplate their purchases. Another $1,000 worth of 
books to be added to the SMC Library! Reading is Their 
Secret Power! 
 
Monday’s dress as your favourite book character is 
always a hit with the kids. It never ceases to amaze me 
how families come up with so many different ‘book 
characters’. You are all to be congratulated on your 
ingenuity.  
 
During Library Time I will be introducing the short 
listed and winning books from the Children’s Book 
Council of Australia 2019 Book of the Year Awards, 
after all this is what Book Week is about, books, books 
and more books so Reading is Our Secret Power! 
 
Paula Smith 
LIBRARY MANAGER - SM CAMPUS 



Shine at Columba 

Hello and welcome back to year 5. It has been a huge start to the term. In the first week we 
celebrated NAIDOC week. Many of our Year 5 students sang  “From Little Things Big Things 
Grow” by Paul Kelly at the St. Mary’s liturgy. The following week we celebrated Catholic 
Education Week with a liturgical service on the Mt. Carmel campus. Our Ukulele Group 
which is largely made up Year 5 students, performed beautifully as a part of the event.  
 

Congratulations to Chase Harrington, Andrew Scharf, Kaleb Venning, Blair Jones and Edward 
Archer on being selected to play for the school cricket team.  
 

Eisteddfod is done and dusted for another year. Congratulations to all in our class  who 
participated in small group and individual performances. Imogen Geaney received a first 
place for her individual poem “Signing on a crew”. Ella MacPherson, Imogen Geaney and 
Grace Scholes came second place in the small group section with Kobey Jenkins, Julian 
Dempster and Andrew Scharf coming third. We have a talented bunch amongst us.  
 

Our class did not come home with the chocolates in the 5/6 Senior Verse Speaking Choir 
section but we did have the most fun with our poem “A Bad Hair Day”. Notable mentions for 
having incredibly bad hair on the night goes to Kaleb Venning and Sienna Fagan. However, if 
we are to give a man of the match (or poem) award, that would have been given to Edward 
Archer. He stole the show with his messy mop with a bright yellow comb stuck in it.  
 

Our choirs performed well. The Junior Choir came 3rd and our Senior Choir, which Grade 5 
represent highly, came second. In a first for our college we entered a ukulele and Choir 
Ensemble. Not only did we enter, we came first. Congratulations to Imogen Geaney, Lara 
Cavanagh, Grace Scholes, Mischa Williamson, Andrew Scharf and Bailey Macguire. Also a 
first for us was a small vocal group led by the effervescent Ms Large. They also placed first. 
Congratulations to Andrew Scharf, Imogen Geaney, Hannah Hopkins and Mischa Williamson. 
 

Of course, as well as all of this going on, we've been continuing to work hard every day in 
class. Year 5 are studying light in Science, working on an information report about a South 
American country and exploring a program called 'Zones of Regulation' to raise our 
emotional awareness and management. Two highlights in class this term have been Maths 
and Religion. Our purposeful groups in Maths with Mrs Sorrensen give scope for all students 
to be challenged and supported in equal measure. We have some students that are tackling 
some curriculum at a Year 8 level while others are able to explore our regular work through 
different activities to consolidate and improve mastery of skills and concepts. In Religion, we 
have been studying the role of Mary in our church. There have been many 'lightbulb' 
moments as students analyse prayers and images and make connections with teachings and 
understandings. It is very important to spend time really drilling down on the meaning 
behind common prayers such as the Hail Mary, so that it gives us a new sense of purpose 
behind our prayer. We've both been mightily impressed with the maturity the class is 
showing and their ability to develop their understanding of their faith.  
 

Our next contribution to the newsletter will be filled with photos and stories from camp! 
Camp permission notes went home last week. Year 5 is incredibly excited to get this 
opportunity. This group will be the first grade 5 cohort to go to Paluma for a school camp. 
Townsville Catholic Education owns the Gumburu Environmental Education Center which is 
70 km north of Townsville. It is a beautiful location and we cannot wait to get there. The 
focus of the camp will be centered on leadership. This is a great chance for our students who 
aspire to be campus leaders to show their credentials and we are very much looking forward 
to the time away with a great group of young people.  
 
Scott Williamson and Ryan O'Connor 
YEAR FIVE TEACHERS  



Term 3 has seen a busy start to the term with so many events happening. With 
NAIDOC Week, Catholic Education Week, Charters Towers Show, Eisteddfod and 
Book Week, it has certainly been an eventful start to the term with these events 
occurring.  
 

The Charters Towers Eisteddfod occurred last week with Year 4 students 
competing in multiple sections. In our class Verse Speaking Choir, Year 4 was 
awarded Highly Commended. In the Singing Choir, the 3 / 4 choir, led by Mr 
Williamson, finished in 3rd place. In the Individual Set Poem, Ava Ramm was 
awarded 1st, Chloe Archer 2nd and Charlie Hedges 3rd place. Well done girls! Hollie 
Laffin, Ava Ramm, Connor King, Evie Harrington and Bobbi Jenkins competed in the 
Small Group Poem and were awarded a Highly Commended. Connor King won 1st 
place in the Solo Pianist and he promises his teacher to start learning Billy Joel 
songs now. It was certainly a terrific effort and a great reward for all their hard 
working leading up to the competition.  
 

Book Week dress up was held last Monday with many wonderful and creative 
costumes on display. Well done to Chloe Archer who was awarded 1st prize for the 
Year 4 students for her costume as Sophie from The B.F.G.  
 

In English, the students have been learning how to write an information report 
using the correct structure and language features. They are currently in the process 
of writing their own report about the Amazon in South America which we recently 
learnt about in HASS. Reading groups continue to happen 4 days a week and we 
thank Joan Cox and Jenny Stevenson for continuing to volunteer their assistance.  
 

During Mathematics, the class has been focusing on the Statistics and Probability 
Strand of this subject. The students have done a number of chance experiments, 
surveys and analysed and drawn different graphs to represent data. The class has 
also made a start to division sums with remainders.  
 

Religion lessons have a strong focus on journeys and life of Saint Paul and the 
books of the Bible which he wrote.  
 

The class is learning about Sustainability in HASS and how we can care more for the 
environment. 
 
In Science, we are exploring different types of rocks and looking at how weathering 
and erosion occurs. Many of the students have been eagerly bringing rocks in from 
home to show the class which type of rock it is.  
 

During Health lessons, the students are learning how advertising plays a role in 
what we eat and the decisions we make in regards to food choices. HPE lessons 
continue each week with Mr Sutton.  
 

With so much happening, assessment time will be here in no time. 
 

Gerard Webber 
YEAR FOUR TEACHER 
 
 

Shine at Columba 

Term three has been filled with many fun activities 
such as Under 8’s Day and Book Week. There were 
many incredible costumes on display and our Preps 
had a great day writing and drawing about their 
favourite book characters and costumes. 

 

Our Preps have been very busy learning whilst 
engaging in many hands on activities. In English this 
term, students have been learning about rhyming 
words. Each week we have been reading a range of Dr. 
Seuss books and have been writing our own silly 
stories using the rhyming words we find in those 
books. Students have been working very hard on their 
writing skills and letter formation whilst continuing to 
develop their reading ability.  
 

In Maths, students have been learning simple addition 
and investigating data collection and different ways we 
can show that data. Each week, we continue to work 
on our fine motor skills by taking part in rotations with 
activities to strengthen our hands.  
 

In Science, we have been learning about different 
materials. Students have been investigating materials 
that are waterproof vs non waterproof and have been 
learning many new words to describe the way these 
materials look and feel. 

 

In Geography, students are learning about maps and 
different places. We have been on walks throughout 
the school where we have mapped our journey. 
Students have also been busy creating mini cities with 
our blocks and toys where we have then had to draw a 
bird’s eye view.  
 
We look forward to the remainder of a very busy term 
filled with great learning experiences and special 
events, including our Father’s Day liturgy this week. 
 
Taylah Pascoe 
PREP TEACHER 



Life at Columba is always busy and Term 3 has been no exception. In Week 1, we 
welcomed two new  students; Chantalle and Duncan. They have fit right in and are 
great additions to Year 6. As we head into Week 7, our students have begun 
several assessment tasks and will continue to do so right up to the end of term.  
 
In English, Year 6 are composing personal and historical recounts. A major focus 
for all students is to build on their  proofreading and editing skills. Our studies in 
Religious Education are focussed on prophets past and present and the Catholic 
Church’s involvement in Australian society in the 1900’s, and into modern times. 
 
In Mathematics, some  examples of the content we are covering include; 
calculating percentage discounts and fractions of a quantity, locating coordinates 
on Cartesian planes and reading timetables. The students are learning about 
the  impact consumer choices can have on a business in the Business and 
Economics strand of HASS. Shortly, they will research a local or  national business 
of their choosing. During Science lessons, we have been studying natural disasters 
and their impact on the Earth’s surface, and the devastating effect they can have 
on people’s lives. Health lessons have centred around our mental health. We are 
discovering that a lack of sleep, poor nutrition, disconnectedness and life’s 
stresses affect our thoughts and behaviour. We know that emotional regulation 
is  paramount to learning resilience, which is vital to our mental health. In 
Technologies, Year 6 have been exploring Design Technologies, with a focus on 
food and fibre production in Australia.   
        
Only recently, our students had a great time helping out with Under 8’s Day. They 
are to be congratulated on the  leadership they demonstrated. Year 6 understand 
that to lead is to serve. It is wonderful to be able to give back to the campus that 
has given them so much. It was, yet again, an amazing day organised by Mrs 
Laffey. Oh, to be 8 again! 
 
Last week was the Charters Towers Annual Eisteddfod. Many of our students gave 
up many lunch times to prepare items for Poetry and Singing Choirs. Our class 
Choral Speaking choir worked extremely hard and were rewarded with  a placing 
of first in the Upper Primary division. Well done students! In the same week, we 
celebrated Book Week. It  was so nice to see many students dressing up and 
getting in the spirit of our very popular Book Week Parade.  Callum stole the show 
dressed as Captain Underpants and was most deserving of the award for 
Best  Costume in Year 6. 
 
On the 2nd September, Layla, Mischa, Kistya and Mikayla will head to Townsville 
to be part of the Regional Youth Parliament. They will debate motions on 
educational and environmental issues. This is an amazing opportunity and we 
wish them well.      
 
Next Friday, our Cricket and Softball teams will play their final games for the 
season. They have all played very well, had fun and represented Columba 
admirably. You may have noticed our students wearing their Year 6 shirts on 
Fridays.  We are biased, but we think they look great!     
 
As you can see, there is plenty still happening in Year 6 this term. The next school 
holidays will be welcomed as we pause for a short moment in readiness to do it all 
again in Term 4! 
 
Sally Geaney, Marisa O’Connor & Amery Sutton 
YEAR SIX TEACHERS 



MacqLit 
The MacqLit programme continues to run this 
semester.  Congratulations to the students who exited the 
programme at the end of last term.  We have seen tremendous 
progress in reading strategies and skills. A reminder that it is 
imperative that students continue their nightly reading practices.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
STEM Club 
This term, selected students are partaking in a lunchtime STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) club.  The 
students are exploring basic rocket science and creating their own 
water rockets. Students, through a range of design, experimentation 
and testing procedures, aim to create a rocket then compete against 
others to see which rocket flies the highest and farthest, and are 
aesthetically appealing. Throughout the design, development and 
production phases of the project, students expand their knowledge 
of STEM and collaboratively develop an engineered solution. 
Students also document their evidence of scientific testing, 
mathematical problem-solving and design development through the 
use of digital technologies. 
 
Numeracy Purposeful Groups Year 3 and 5 
Purposeful Groups in Year 3 and 5 continue to be a success.  Last 
term, results from the Extension Group were shared in a newsletter 
article to demonstrate the wonderful achievements recorded in 
Numeracy Groups.   
 
The following are a list of useful websites to help students with 
Numeracy at home: 
 https://www.smashmaths.com.au/ 

 http://education.abc.net.au/home#!/games 
 https://www.australiancurriculumlessons.com.au/tag/    
 interactive-maths-games/ 

 https://www.mathantics.com/ 

 https://www.coolmathgames.com/ 

 http://www.math.com/ 

 https://www.bebras.edu.au/bebras365/ 
 

Bebras Competition 
Selected students will be sitting the Bebras Computational 
Thinking Challenge in early September.  Bebras Australia is run 
by CSIRO Education and Outreach, through the Digital Careers 
programme. The goal is to promote Computational Thinking to 
students in a way that highlights student ability beyond Science 
or Mathematical skills.   
 
Literacy and Numeracy Groups With Mrs Champion 
Groups of students from Prep, Years One, Two and Four are 
attending Literacy and/or Numeracy Learning Enrichment 
classes. During these sessions, lessons are tailored to the 
children’s needs. At all times, reminders about pencil grip and 
modelling the correct formation of letters and numerals are 
necessary.  
 
A solid foundation in literacy skills starts very early in life 
through consistent oral communication and reading to children 
from birth. These become the building blocks for future literacy 
and academic achievement. It is important for children to have a 
bank of known words. Sight words, often called high frequency 
words, are commonly used words that young children are 
encouraged to memorise as a whole, by sight. They need to be 
able to automatically recognise these words, in print, within 
three seconds, without having to use any strategies to decode. 
Revision of these sight words, coupled with activities that 
promote phonemic awareness, the ability to hear, identify, and 
manipulate individual sounds (phonemes), in spoken words, 
occur during our literacy lessons. These important skills are good 
predictors of later reading success or difficulty.  
 
In Numeracy, students are exploring mathematical concepts 
through activities such as sequencing numerals, number 
exploration and recognising, reading and recording time on 
analogue and digital clocks. Introducing, revising and reinforcing 
number fact strategies assist the children in following correct 
procedures to solve addition and subtraction operations 
accurately. 
 
As a result of these small groupings, children are able to seek 
assistance in areas where they are experiencing difficulties. 
Confidence in their own ability is developing.  
 
Shirley Champion & Robecca Sorrensen  
LEARNING ENRICHMENT TEACHERS 
 
 
 

https://www.smashmaths.com.au/
http://education.abc.net.au/home#!/games
https://www.australiancurriculumlessons.com.au/tag/interactive-maths-games/
https://www.australiancurriculumlessons.com.au/tag/interactive-maths-games/
https://www.mathantics.com/
https://www.coolmathgames.com/
http://www.math.com/
https://www.bebras.edu.au/bebras365/


National Skills Week is a time to highlight the myriad of skills and 
qualifications can be achieved through a  vocational education pathway, and 
acknowledges the sector’s valuable contribution to Australian lives 
and  businesses. 
 

Vocational Education and Training (VET) prepares you for the future through 
providing industry specific technical skills, experience in the workplace and 
transferrable employability skills such as: 
 Communication  
 Technology skills 
 Problem solving 
 Planning and organizing 
 Teamwork  
 

School Based Apprenticeships and Traineeships (SbATs) allow students to 
commence an apprenticeship or complete a traineeship while at school. This is 
a fantastic opportunity to earn while you learn and gain a nationally 
recognized qualification. 
 

Many of our senior students are also enrolled in other certificate courses 
where they will achieve a qualification that will provide them with knowledge, 
skills and experience on completion. 
 

The following students are enrolled in a School Based Apprenticeship or 
Traineeship.  
 

YEAR 10 
Bailey Bliss Certificate III in Carpentry  
 

YEAR 11 
Isabelle Ahern Certificate III in Individual Support - Aged Care 
Brock Fleming Certificate III in Engineering - Fabrication Trade 
Ben Morris Certificate III in Engineering - Mechanical Trade 
 

YEAR 12 
Asher Guy Cert III Cabinet Making 
Jessica Williamson Cert III in Beauty Services 
 
Current apprenticeship opportunity: 
Rural Mechanical Repairs are looking for a 1st year Diesel Fitter apprentice to 
join their team to start in November/December, 2019.  Students must 
organise to complete work experience to be considered for this 
apprenticeship opportunity. 
 
YEAR 12 News: 
The year 12 CCE Class have been participating in Mock Interviews. Students 
have been gaining valuable skills in communication as well as, mastering the 
many other qualities that employers are looking for in interviews. Thank you 
to Kristen Adcock (Toyota), Justin Vanwijk (Forrest Jewellers), Stuart Ford 
(Carpentaria Gold), Leesa Claes (Rite Choice Meats) and Lorrae Strahorn. The 
students very much appreciate your valuable time.   
QTAC Keys Dates and Fees: 
Applications are open for students to submit their QTAC Application for their 
chosen pathway next year. 
Please visit the following link to view all information pertaining to keys dates 
for QTAC 
https://www.qtac.edu.au/key-dates-fees 
Yours in careers, 
Leesa Stevenson  

Book Week at Columba began with a free clothes day 
when students and staff dressed in such diverse 
costumes as elves, princesses, wizards, witches, Smurfs, 
Alice in Wonderland, and Biggles. This year’s theme is 
“reading is my secret power” and we discovered that 
spelling was Imogen Wassmuth’s, Asher Guy’s, and 
Neeve Gallagher’s super power as they each won their 
match in the lunchtime Giant Scrabble tournament in 
the Library. They will receive their $20 book vouchers at 
Assembly. Sophia Lyons and Maddison Knuth were joint 
winners of “Who read it and loved it?” in which students 
had to match the staff member to their book – they got a 
staggering seven out of twelve responses right! They will 
also receive their prizes at Assembly. Finally, the Inter-
house Harry Potter Quiz on Friday saw the Rice team, 
made up of Dakoda Montgomery and Mr Howarth, claim 
victory. It was a fun week which saw the Library really 
shine as a space for our College community. 
 

Dr Alison Clifton 
ENGLISH MIDDLE LEADER 

Each Tuesday night in August, three teams of Columba 
students have debated against teams from other schools 
in the district. Our senior team won their second and 
third debates and will debate against BTC in the finals to 
determine first place. Columba’s intermediate team 
were narrowly defeated each time and will vie for third 
place in the finals. The junior team, all first-time 
debaters this year, have won all three debates, making 
them a formidable force in Charters Towers.  
 
This week Columba students participated in the finals for 
interschool debating. Our junior team remained 
undefeated after four debates, making them the winners 
of their division. Our intermediate team won their final 
debate, putting them in third place overall. Our senior 
team were narrowly defeated in their final debating, 
putting them in second place. All Columba students 
involved in debating, taking on roles from timekeeper to 
chairperson to speaker, represented the College with 
pride and decorum. Thank you to our adjudicators, Mrs 
Kirsty Robins, Mrs Fiona Williamson, Miss Kara Jensen, 
and Mrs Mary Butler, who so kindly offered words of 
wisdom to the teams they adjudicated. 
 
Dr Alison Clifton 
ENGLISH MIDDLE LEADER 

https://www.qtac.edu.au/key-dates-fees


Science Week on the Mt Carmel Campus saw a variety of 
educational and fun activities arranged around this year’s 
theme: Destination Moon.  Mount Carmel homerooms kicked 
off Monday with a Gangnam Style musical parody focussing 
on the Johnson Space Centre, home of NASA.  Along with the 
Russian Space Program, it is NASA that has provided us with 
most of the data we have on our wonderful moon. 
 

Throughout the week our annual weird science facts 
competition was held.  Each morning, moon related facts 
appeared on notices, and students were able to submit facts 
on any interesting science topic.  Despite excellent 
submissions from a variety of students, Mr Peck and Mr 
Howarth, Tallulah Twist ended up taking home the 
chocolates (literally) with this fascinating fact:  White 
chocolate isn’t even really chocolate!  White chocolate is 
made with a blend of sugar, cocoa butter, milk products, 
vanilla, and a fatty substance called lecithin. So technically, 
white chocolate is not a chocolate—and it doesn't really taste 
like one! 
 

Our Science Fiction short story competition was won by 
Chypre Evans; she came up with a futuristic villain who, after 
making a mistake during time travel, found herself stuck in 
the past avoiding an encounter with herself which might just 
destroy the space-time continuum.  
 

Lunchtime science demonstrations included Miss Griffiths’ 
fire snake, Mrs Butler’s endothermic reactions and 
chromatograpy, Mrs Exarhos’ air pressure experiment, Mrs 
King’s density column, and even a T-Rex build.  No animals (or 
students) were harmed in the process of these experiments! 
The final Science Week feature was the nerdy Science t-shirts 
modelled by staff; special mention must go to Mr Sutton’s Fe 
(Iron) Man shirt. 
 

All in all, a scientrific week was had by all. 
 

Kristal King 
MIDDLE LEADER - SCIENCE & DESIGN TECHNOLOGY, HEALTH 
AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 
 

Catholic Schools’ Parents’ Association Meeting  

7.00pm Monday 2 September at St. Mary’s Campus 

ALL WELCOME 

Columba’s 2019 Musical was none other than the fabulous and fantastic 
Back to the 80s – The Totally Awesome Musical! Students showed off 
their vocal and performance skills set to the background of the catchy 
tunes and irresistible bright colours that dominated the decade. We had 
big hair, big dresses and even bigger personalities.  
 
Set in the USA, Back To The 80's tells the story of the senior class of 
William Ocean High School that graduated in the 1980's, as remembered 
and seen through the eyes of Corey Palmer, who is now 30-something. 
 
Students from both St Mary’s and Mt Carmel Campuses made up the 67 
person cast and crew. They showed dedication and commitment in 
rehearsing together every weekend for a term and a half in order to 
present themselves with confidence and pride during the three 
performances. And what fantastic performances they were! Presented in 
the beautiful World Theatre, over 480 tickets were sold. Family and 
friends travelled from near and far, and the Charters Towers community 
came out in force. Columba truly shone and we were so proud to be able 
to share our talents as we got Footloose. Sweet Dreams are Made of 
This! 
 
Georgina Porter 
MIDDLE LEADER - THE ARTS 
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Richard Anthony 
1940-2019 

Richard was born in Charters Towers on the 10th February 1940, the younger of 2 children born to Bert & Mena Anthony. 
 
Richard attended St Columba’s school until Grade 3 and then Mount Carmel College from Grade 4 until he graduated Year 12 in 1957.  
Richard had grown up with the desire to enter the Media world as either a Journalist or a Radio Announcer, and in 1958 he headed off 
to the University of Qld to start his Arts Degree. Unfortunately, due to his father’s ill health, Richard had to return to Charters Towers and 
was introduced to the operation and management of the family businesses. Richard married Roslyn in 1962 and together they had 7 
children all who went to St Columba’s, St Mary’s or Mount Carmel College. The family were devastated when Roslyn succumbed to 
cancer in 1989.   
 
Richard was President of the Charters Towers Rugby League for five years and enjoyed all local levels of Rugby League, Schoolboy, 
Junior and Senior. As with many others, Richard was an original Broncos fan, but his parochial spirit saw his allegiance switch to the 
Cowboys when they entered the NRL in 1995 (the Broncos became his second side). Richard was extremely proud, when in 1982, his 
old school Mt Carmel College, coached by Bill Ahem, won, in the presence of the QRL Chairman Senator Ron McAuliffe, the 
Queensland Secondary Schools’ Rugby League Title. (Then known as the Sir James Foot’s Cup). His pleasure was further enhanced  
by the fact that his son, David, was a member of the Mt Carmel Team. Of all the contributions to communities and organisations that 
Richard had made, he was proudest of his commitment and contribution to the Catholic faith, its various organisations and, in particular, 
Catholic education. Over the years, Richard served St Columba's Parish and various Diocesan organisations in a myriad of roles and 
positions, always with distinction. 
 
Richard maintained a close association with the school and for 25 years was either the President or Secretary of The Mount Carmel Old 
Boys Association. Richard also developed great respect and admiration for members of the Christian Brothers Order and maintained 
contact with many of those who had crossed his path.

 

 
 

 

 



 

 
Richard passed away on the 22nd July 2019 and while his passing was sudden and somewhat 
unexpected, he maintained his full scope of intellectual activity, verbal expression and his fierce 
independent spirit. 
 
Richard Anthony was a unique individual. He was a visionary, a leader, an administrator, a marketer, 
a meticulous organiser and a loyal friend. He possessed unique people skills which enabled him to 
engage with people, irrespective of their age or background and whether the interaction was personal, 
social, political or commercial. In his extraordinarily busy life over the years, so many individuals, 
groups and organisations have been the beneficiaries of Richard's energy, enthusiasm, generosity, 
compassion and talents. 
 
In highlighting the productive way in which Richard utilized his God given talents for the betterment 
and benefit of others, it is extremely important to understand that Richard never sought acclamation, 
recognition or acknowledgment for the many benefits accruing to people and organizations from the 
successful outcomes of activities and projects that he had facilitated. 
 
In today's world, humility is often misinterpreted as weakness. Richard was not a weak man but he 
was humble, content to derive satisfaction from the knowledge that others had benefited from his 
actions. 
 
Vale Richard Anthony and go with God's blessings. 
 




