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Dear members of the Columba Catholic College community, 
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Dear Columba Friends and Family, 

The fortnight has seen many successful events, activities and 

student learning celebrations, including a very successful Under 

8’s day at St Mary’s Campus; the hosting at Mt Carmel of the 
Charters Towers Secondary Schools Interschool Athletics Carnival; 

the fantastic progress and bump in of cast and crew for the 

College’s Back to the 80’s Musical; the launch of the St Mary’s 

STEM club and the completion of the College’s Five Year 

Validation. 

In amongst this, academic excellence and diligence was 

celebrated at Mt Carmel Campus for students who excelled 

academically in Semester One and those who displayed 

consistent diligence towards their studies. 

This term really sets the scene for progress and consolidation of 

learning. I urge parents and carers to prioritise setting realistic 

time frames with your son or daughter to attend to homework 

and assessment tasks, and talk to them about needing to focus, 

for the next 6 weeks on school work. It is very obvious when this 

focus occurs, as students find themselves learning more 

confidently and can adjust to learning setbacks with better 

resilience. This includes our primary students who also require 
guidance in setting up healthy homework routines. 

2020 enrolments are coming in steadily and I urge you to submit 

any sibling enrolments as soon as you can, as enrolments in 

some year levels are close to capacity. All Columba Kindergarten 

enrolment packs can be collected from St Mary’s Campus and 
we will then hold an interview for families, ensuring a seamless 

transition from Kindergarten to Prep, through to Year 12 for 

children and families. 

I look forward to seeing many of you at the Back to the 80’s 

Musical, on Friday at 2pm or 7pm or the Saturday 7pm show. 

Best wishes for the fortnight ahead. 

 Candi Dempster 
 PRINCIPAL 



Name:               Kara Jensen  

Hometown:       Toowoomba 

Subjects  taught:   English, Religion and Language  

Favourite Foods:  Pasta 

Hobbies:    Netball and Theatre 

Ready to treat your taste buds? 
 
Are you ready to taste the best foods of Columba? 
Come along to the Columba Co-Op and Market Day on 
Saturday 31st August from 4-6pm. Some small 
businesses in Charters Towers are showcasing their 
products alongside our own.  
 
The event will be held at the Mount Carmel Campus 
Agriculture Centre from 4-6pm on Saturday the 31st of 
August. Fresh meat and fleece will be on sale and 
display during the event as well. Cakes and savouries 
will be available along with coffee, fairy floss, slushies 
and more. Artwork created by students of the College 
will be on display and you can enjoy live 
entertainment from our College band. You could win 
big in our raffles on meat packs and more.  
 
We look forward to seeing you for a great time. 
 
 
Angus Aston 
YEAR 12 ENGLISH COMMUNICATIONS CLASS 

WEEK 3   

TRIES HARD THROUGH MEDITATION (PREP) 

MINDFUL IN MEDITATION (YR 1-6) 

Prep   Eden-Rose Naughton 

Year 1  Evelyn Bennetto  

Year 2   Jo-Kyren Masso (Nilla) 

Year 3  Will Scholes 

Year 4   Aaron Murray 

Year 5   Jackson Walsh 

Year 6G  Thomas Blackley 

Year 6S  Myles Godier 

 
 
WEEK 4  

ALWAYS POLITE, WELL-MANNERED AND RESPECTFUL OF OTHERS 

Prep   Nash Bryant 

Year 1   Emerson Yule 

Year 2   Dakota Kuhz 

Year 3   Toby Blackley 

Year 4   Acaciah Jepson 

Year 5   Edward Archer 

Year 6G  Brock Williams 

Year 6S  Chantalle Jepson 

 

 

 



Shine at Columba 

As we steadily progress through Term Three, it is proving to be a very 
busy term with many academic and extra-curricular opportunities for 
students to participate in. It is important that students manage their 
time carefully so as they can engage in the many opportunities available 
to them while at the same time keeping up with their studies. 
 

DILIGENCE AND ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE NOTABLE MENTIONS 
This week at assembly, the Notable Mention Awards distributed 
acknowledged the academic achievements and personal effort of 
students towards their studies during Semester 1. Notable mentions 
were distributed to students who worked diligently in all of their 
subjects during the semester and achieved a high personal effort rating 
on their report card in all subjects. Academic Excellence Notable 
Mentions were distributed to students who achieved high results in all 
of their subjects during Semester One. Congratulations to all the 
students who received these awards. 
 
SEMESTER 2 ASSESSMENT DATE CALENDARS  
Semester 2 Assessment Date Calendars have been emailed to parents / 
care givers and students and are also available on the school website. 
Parents / care givers and students are encouraged to use the 
assessment date planners to assist students in planning and managing 
their time effectively and meeting set deadlines. 
 

YEARS 7-12 APPLICATION FOR EXTENSION FORM 
Please note that all assignments and drafts must be submitted on or 
before the due date. Extensions will not be approved for planned 
absences known about prior to the due date. If students require an 
extension or are sick on the day of an exam, the blue Application for 
Extension Form, available from the College office, must be completed. 
Completion of this form does not mean that an extension will be 
automatically granted. Adequate substantiated reasons must be 
provided when submitting this form. Prior to submitting this application, 
parents / care givers must sign the form and supporting documentation 
needs to be provided eg. a Doctor’s Certificate or note / letter. Years 11 
& 12 students must provide supporting documentation (doctor’s 
certificate) with their application. In order for the application to be 
approved it must be supported by the Parent / Care Giver, Subject 
Teacher, Curriculum Middle Leader and Deputy Principal 
Administration. Students will be informed by their subject teacher if 
their application has been successful. 
 

HOMEWORK AND STUDY 
Students should be consolidating what they have learnt during the day 
by regularly completing homework and study each evening. Each 
student should formulate a study plan to assist with the completion of 
their homework, revision of class notes, study for exams and 
assignments each evening. The amount of time that should be spent 
completing homework each night will depend on the student’s year 
level. Students are required to record their homework and assessment 
in their College diary each day. Parents are encouraged to check their 
child’s diary to check what homework they are required to complete 
each evening. 
 

HOMEWORK CLUB 
Homework Club takes place on Thursday afternoon, from 3.05-4.05pm, 
on the Mount Carmel Campus in the Library. Teaching staff supervise 
Homework Club on a voluntary basis and there is no cost involved. The 
purpose of Homework Club is to provide Years 7‐12 students with the 
opportunity to complete homework, work on assignments, obtain 
assistance with work covered in class and to study. The staff supervising 
Homework Club will be able to assist students if they require help. 
Computer games and computer usage unrelated to study is not 
permitted. Students who attend Homework Club are able to complete 
their academic work in a quiet and studious atmosphere.  

Students are also able to attend Homework Club during Lunch 2 
on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday in Q3 (1.35-1.55pm) 
supervised by Curriculum Leaders.  

The table below indicates the subject focus area of Homework 
Club during lunch. Students are able to ask for assistance about 
specific subjects from Curriculum Leaders.  

YEAR 8 AND 9 SUBJECT SELECTION EVENING 
Year 8 and 9 students will be involved in selecting the elective 
subjects they will study in 2020 this term.  
 

On Tuesday 27 August commencing at 7.00pm, all Year 8 and 9 
students, parents and care givers are invited to attend an 
information evening in the Mount Carmel Campus Dining Room. If 
parents of residential students are unable to attend the information 
evening we will send you a link in the days following the 
presentation to view. 
 

Curriculum Leaders and teachers of the elective subjects will be 
available to answer any questions students may have. Ms O’Sullivan 
will also outline the Religious Education subject options that Year 10 
students will study in 2020. 
 

Students must complete their subject selections by Monday 2nd 
September 2019. Subject selection forms must be handed into the 
office by this day. 

WEEK SUPERVISING TEACHER/S 

2 Mr Ku (Languages/Humanities),  
Mrs Exarhos (Maths) 

3 Miss Olsen (DFF/HASS) 

4 Ms Michaelis (Maths) 

5 Miss Olsen (DFF/HASS), Ms Michaelis (Maths) 

6 Dr Alison Clifton (English), Ms Michaelis (Maths) 

7 Miss Large (The Arts/RE) 

8 Ms Michaelis (Maths) 

9 Mrs Exarhos (Maths) 

WEEK DAY TIME TEACHERS SUBJECT  
FOCUS  
AREAS 

A Tuesday 1.35-1.55pm Dr Muke Mathematics 

A Wednesday 1.35-1.55pm Mr Ku HASS,  
Languages 

History,  
Geography 

A Thursday 1.35-1.55pm Mrs King Science, HPE,  
History 

B Tuesday 1.35-1.55pm Mrs Porter The Arts:  
Visual Art, 

Drama, Music 

B Wednesday 1.35-1.55pm Dr Clifton English 

B Thursday 1.35-1.55pm Mrs King Science, HPE,  
History 



YEAR 10 SET PLAN INTERVIEWS 
A reminder that all Year 10 students and their parents/caregivers must 
complete a SET Plan Interview to discuss subject selections for 2020 
and future pathways. If parents/ care givers have not booked an 
interview yet, please contact Rebecca Williams in the College Office to 
do so. 
 
YEAR 11 
PREPARING STUDENTS FOR EXTERNAL ASSESSMENT IN 2020 
The introduction of subject-specific external assessment is one of the 
key features of the new QCE system. Starting in 2020, students 
completing General subjects will sit external assessments developed 
and marked by the Queensland Curriculum and Assessment Authority 
(QCAA). Students in each general subject will sit external assessment at 
the same time in schools across Queensland. In 2020, Year 12 students 
at Columba Catholic College, will complete external assessment in 
Term 4. External assessment will contribute 25% to a student’s final 
subject result in most subjects. In mathematics and science subjects it 
will generally contribute 50%. The first external assessments will run 
from Monday 26 October to Tuesday 17 November 2020. The 
timetable will be released in Term 4, 2019. 
 
To give school communities a sense of what external assessment will 
be like, the Queensland Curriculum and Assessment Authority (QCAA) 
has published sample papers on its website at: https://
www.qcaa.qld.edu.au/senior/senior-subjects. They're located in the 
Assessment tab on each syllabus page. 
 
Teachers of general subjects at Columba Catholic College will 
incorporate these sample resources in our teaching and learning 
program to help our students prepare for next year. In the meantime, 
students and parents are encouraged to view the sample papers on 
the QCAA website. 
  
An information sheet for parents and students is also available on 
the QCAA website. 
 
2019 YEAR 12 STUDENTS QUEENSLAND CORE SKILLS TEST 
Year 12 students sitting the QCS Test are making their final 
preparations before sitting the QCS Test on Tuesday 3rd and 
Wednesday 4th September 2019. At the end of Term Two students 
preparing to sit the QCS Test completed 4 QCS test papers over 2 days. 
These test papers were sent away for marking and students have 
received feedback about their performance on these tests. The 
teaching staff assisting students with QCST preparations have analysed 
the results and have identified areas to address in the lead up to the 
actual QCS Tests. Students need to ensure that they have purchased all 
of the equipment required to complete these tests. 
 
Students sitting the QCS Test will complete the Writing Task and 
Multiple Choice Test 1 on Tuesday 3rd September. On Wednesday 4th 
September students will complete the Short Response Test and 
Multiple Choice Test 2. 
 
Year 12 students not sitting the QCS Test are expected to attend school 
and classes indicated on their timetables on the 3rd and 4th September.  
 
Maria Peck 
DEPUTY PRINCIPAL - ADMINISTRATION 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Townsville Careers Expo: 
Last week, 14 Year 10 students attended the Townsville Careers 
Expo at the Murray Sporting Complex. The Townsville Careers 
Expo is one of Queensland's most comprehensive careers 
events for tertiary studies, employment opportunities and 
further training. The students took the opportunity to source 
valuable information and have conversations with career 
experts. 

Year 12  
In the last two weeks, the Year 12 CCE Class have been fortunate 
to participate in presentations by the Charters Towers Regional 
Council and TAFE. Both presentations have focused on future 
career opportunities, job application process, cover letters, skills 
and attributes employers are seeking, and courses available to 
graduating students for FREE next year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Leesa Stevenson 
VET & CAREERS CO-ORDINATOR 

https://www.vision6.com.au/ch/58906/2cs26/2058162/7D_45TbzRtNqr8Z10p9BHY_S09bpLudZ9Pk2vYvi.html
https://www.vision6.com.au/ch/58906/2cs26/2058162/7D_45TbzRtNqr8Z10p9BHY_S09bpLudZ9Pk2vYvi.html
https://www.vision6.com.au/ch/58906/2cs26/2058163/7D_45TbzRtNqr8Z10p9Bi8rHPQSrbd.sR15WRWnj.pdf




Early Years Testing 
This week, all students from Prep - Year 2 have post tested in the 
Townsville Diocesan Early Years Testing Programme.  Testing the 
students at the beginning and towards the end of the year allows us 
to see if there has been growth in the areas of Oral Communication 
and Numeracy.  Most students will have progressed in these areas; 
however, if some have not, the information provided from this 
testing allows us to offer intervention and targeted learning groups 
for improvement and/or extension in the classroom. 
 

Soundwaves Spelling Programme 
Soundwaves is the spelling programme that we use on the Primary 
Campus.  If your child has not done so already, they can obtain the 
login and password to use the programme website at home.  There 
are some excellent games that can assist your child with their 
spelling. Please see your class teacher for these login details, if you 
have not already had them shared. 
 

The following are some tips to use at home for the learning of sight 
words and spelling: 
 

Sight Words 
Initially read in order, then in different orders.  Have your child read 
them every night to you. You can reproduce the words onto card 
and play various card  games, including ‘memory’, ‘snap’ and 
‘concentration’. 
  

Teach with Pictures 
To help your child recall sight words, add a picture to the word. 
When you present an illustration along with a word, it will help 
them connect the object and the word, and in turn help them 
solidify the information into their memory. To teach sight words 
with pictures, place colourful posters with a picture and the 
correlating sight word. This will help your child link the visual with 
the printed word. 
 

Teach Through Repetition  
Repetition is the key when learning sight words. Give your child the 
opportunity to read, write and draw new sight words daily. The 
more a child is exposed to the sight word, the more likely it is they 
will remember it.  
 

Idea: Have your child wear a nametag with a sight word on it. 
Throughout the day have them tell you the word. If they get it 
correct, they earn a sticker. 
 

Use the Multisensory Approach 
The multisensory approach helps children learn sight words by using 
a variety of their senses, either visual, auditory, kinesthetic or 
tactile. Your child can benefit from using multisensory learning 
because every child learns and processes information differently, 
and this approach can help reach all children.  Ideas to try using this 
approach: 

 

 Sand Writing – Have your child use their fingers to write sight 
words in sand. You can also use this idea with shaving cream, 
finger paint or rice. 

 

 Clay/Playdough Letters – Have your child use clay or playdough 
to form sight words. After they mold each letter, have them say 
the letter and the word. 

 

 Magnetic Letters – Use magnetic letters to help your child 
develop their reading skills. Have your child manipulate the 
letters to form a sight word. Once they’ve formed the word 
with the letters, they must read it.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SPELLING LIST WORDS: 
 
LSCWC – Look, Say, Cover, Write, Check each spelling word. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Spelling Memory – Write two sets of spelling words on small cards 
and play a game of memory. When a card is turned over, read the 
word, spell it, and read it again. 
 

Spelling Swat – Using the same set of flashcards from the activity 
above, lay out one set on the table or floor so the words can be 
seen. Use the other set as a draw pile. Draw a card. Read the word, 
spell it, then find the matching word on the table. Slap the matching 
word on the table. Read the word, spell it, then read it again. 
 

Around the Room Spelling Hunt – Using the two sets of flashcards 
from the first activity, place one set of spelling flashcards around the 
room and keep the other set for a draw pile. Draw a spelling 
flashcard, read it, spell it, and read it again, then search for the 
matching word in the room. 
 

Rainbow Writing – Spell each word multiple times using a different 
colour of the rainbow each time.  Try rolling a die to make it 
interesting! 
 
 
 

http://www.teachhub.com/class-posters-make-them-big-colorful-memorable


 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 The beginning of Term 3 has seen many celebrations, 

including NAIDOC and Catholic Education Week. These 
celebrations have helped Year 1 to see how we are part of 
many different communities, which is what we are 
currently focusing on in Religion.  
 
Students have had fun in Maths, practising how to collect 
data using tally marks and then make a matching graph. 
We even made a table and a graph using some yummy 
smarties. Year 1 have been learning the features of 
Australian coins, and how to add different values. We have 
had more fun this week, measuring and comparing the 
length of different things, and using the correct 
measurement terms.  
 
In English, students are exploring poems. We are talking 
about the fun language in poems, like alliteration, and also 
looking at how poems make us feel. Our favourite poem so 
far has been ‘Merri Creek’.  
 
Our HASS unit is called ‘Places and Spaces’, and we have 
been looking at the natural, managed and constructed 
features of different places, including around our school 
grounds.  
 
We are ‘Light and Sound Detectives’ in Science, and are 
currently looking at natural and man made sources of light. 
We now know that light travels in straight lines, and that’s 
why we get shadows!  
 
Term 3 is really showing Year 1 how fun learning can be! 
 
Toni Pilcher 
YEAR ONE TEACHER 

 
 
 
 
 

Courtesy of:http://i1141.photobucket.com/albums/n591/

Spell by Syllables – For longer words, practice spelling by spelling by 
syllables. For example, the word elephant would be broken down into el-e
-phant, spelling just one syllable at a time. 

 

Sensory Words – Like sight words, use a sensory material to write out 
spelling words. Shaving cream, salt, playdough, coloured rice and 
sprinkles are all super fun. 

 

Reading at Home 
Students from Prep to Year 3 now have a variety of new take home 
readers purchased from the PM collection.  Students in the Early Years 
also have an account for the PM Collection reading app. Please see your 
child’s classroom teacher if you do not have your child’s login details. Our 
reader books that go home, and that are used in our guided reading 
groups include SAILS, PM, Sunshine and KEYLINKS, among others.  

 

Your child’s readers are selected by their teacher based on their reading 
ability. Sometimes your child may get to choose their own book based on 
an interest, the pictures or enjoyment. This is also important for their 
reading confidence.  If the text appears easy for your child, they can 
practise their expression while they read to a younger sibling.  

 

Children reading cook books, shopping catalogues and newspapers with 
parents, can also produce rich literacy experiences.  

 

Our teachers continue to implement a rich shared and guided reading 
experience across Columba Catholic College. Because of this, teachers 
have an understanding of your child’s abilities, strengths and developing 
needs as the years progress. Parent helpers for reading groups are 
appreciated by teachers at various times across the year.  

 

Please feel free to book an appointment or email me if you would like 
help with strategies for reading and spelling at home. 

 

Robecca Sorrensen 
TEACHING AND LEARNING ADVISER 
 

http://i1141.photobucket.com/albums/n591/acupcakefortheteacher/Picture10-16.png


9/10 Design: Food and Fibre 
During semester 1 the 9/10 Design Food and Fibre 
class explored various fibres and a multitude of crafts.  
Their assessment brief was to create a gift for a family 
member or friend. 

 

Diana Twist decided to make a new chair for her 
mum. In designing the chair Diana considered the 
environment that the chair would be located in and 
her mum’s love of the beach.  This helped her select 
the colours. 

 

Whilst Diana did not make the frame, she did ensure 
that it was varnished to extend the life of the wood. 
Diana removed the canvas seating from the 
purchased chair and spent some considerable time 
constructing a new seat using macramé. 
 

Congratulations to Diana for winning 1st prize in the Charters Towers Show 
macramé section. 
 
Design 
The Design Technologies department has undergone a transformation in 
recent years, with upgrades not only to the workshop, but to the work 
programs as well. Students from Years 7 to 10 are now involved in the design 
process from the beginning through to the end of their tasks. This allows 
students to create a unique task that suits their own interests and needs. In 
Year 7, students are challenged to design a simple storage solution to an 
everyday problem. Creations thus far have ranged from small wooden pencil 
cases to mobile device storage boxes with charging points incorporated. Year 8 
move into the metal workshop and are exposed to a range of new techniques 
and materials. These students are challenged to design an electric powered toy 
race car, capable of not only travelling quickly, but also in a straight line. 
 

Year 9 and 10 students can choose from a wood unit and/or a metal unit.  In 
the wood workshop, students design and create an everyday living item. The 
items constructed thus far have included a fishing rod holder with cupboard 
space, mobile phone stand with charging point, and even a large bookstand. All 
of these products were made using recycled timber from pallets. In the metal 
workshop, students have been challenged with designing and constructing a 
windmill capable of pumping water or generating electricity. The design 
between the fan blades has proven to be pivotal in the overall efficiency of the 
construction. 
 

Kristal King 
TECHNOLOGIES CURRICULUM MIDDLE LEADER 

On Tuesday 6 August, three teams of Columba students 
debated with Blackheath and Thornborough College at 
All Souls Saint Gabriel’s College. Our senior team were 
narrowly defeated by 4 points (out of a possible 600). 
Columba’s intermediate team were also narrowly de-
feated, with one of the adjudicators praising Grace 
Boref (Year 9) as delivering a most impressive speech. 
The junior team won this, their first ever debate, and 
special mention needs to be made of Chase Guy (Year 
7) and Sophia Lyons (Year 7) who stepped in at the last 
minute to replace students who were ill. The team’s 
able third speaker, Isaac Neilson (Year 8), was com-
mended by the adjudicators as “a born debater.” With 
three more rounds to go, we wish our debaters all the 
best. 
 

Book Week goes off with a bang next week. Monday will 
be a free clothes day and students are encouraged to 
dress for the theme: “Reading is my secret power!” 
Lunchtimes in the Library will see students battle it out for 
the title of Giant Scrabble Genius in an inter-house tour-
nament for Years 7-8 on Monday, Years 9-10 on Tuesday, 
and Years 11-12 on Wednesday. Students can win a $20 
book voucher. On Thursday, students can match the book 
to the staff member who loves reading it, also for the 
chance to win a $20 book voucher. On Friday, the library 
will come alive with the inter-house Harry Potter Quiz 
featuring teams of three fighting for glory (and chocolate). 
Students are encouraged to nominate with their house 
captains to participate in these challenges. 
 
Dr Alison Clifton 
ENGLISH CURRICULUM MIDDLE LEADER 

On the holidays I attended a workshop at JCU hosted by 
Brainways, with the topic: Critical mass: architectural 
solutions for the overpopulation problem.  I really liked that 
we got to design our own solution for the problem of the 
overpopulation of the world.  We worked in small groups of 
3 or 4 to come up with designs.  My group decided to 
investigate the idea of an underground city powered by 
thermal energy. Overall I found the experience at the 
Brainways workshop fun and the teacher was very nice. 
 

Isaac Neilson 
YEAR 8 



This year, Columba was host to the Charters Towers Secondary School’s Inter school 
Athletics Carnival. It was a tremendous day, full of individual and team success. There 
was a plethora of individual achievements with a number of students receiving runners 
up or age champions for their age group and some students even setting records in 
their respective divisions. Our greatest triumph for the day was being awarded the 
Gofton Cup Trophy for boys’ relay. Overall, Columba pulled up just short in the Taylor 
Trophy for girls relay and second for the girls’ and boys’ aggregate and combined 
aggregate (a full break down of the scores below).  The Columba students were both 
impressive ambassadors for the College both on and off the track. Thank you to all staff 
involved in setting up and running a terrific carnival.  
  

Age Champions and Runners Up 
13 Year boys   Runner up: Bowen Moore-Reid 
14 Year boys   Runner up: Jake Richards 
14 Year girls   Runner up: Reagan Butler 
15 Year boys    Age Champion: Bailey Bliss 
16 Year girls   Runner up: Bree-Anna Meehan 
16 Year girls   Age Champion: Boesha Moore-Reid 
14 Year boys MULTI-CLASS Age Champion: Blake Jackson 
14 Year girls MULTI-CLASS Age Champion: Scarlett Pickering 
15 Year Boys MULTI-CLASS Age Champion: Conner Smith    
  
Open girls MULTI-CLASS  Age Champion: Jemima Neilson 
 
 
  

Records:  Conner Smith, Scarlett Pickering and Jemima Neilson established new records 
in the Multi-Class division for their age groups. In the U15s Multi-Class boys Conner set 
a record in the Javelin with his throw of 7.12m.  In the 14 years girls Scarlett set records 
in the 100m (19.15s), javelin (8.14m), shotput (4.04m) and discus (6.01m). In the Opens 
girls Jemima established records in the 100m (1.26.21s), discus (2.64m) and shot put 
(1.94m). 

 
 
 
 
 
  
  

  

  

  

 

  

The students who were selected in the Charters Towers team will be announced in the 

upcoming Sport Shorts  
 

Jordan Marty 
SPORTS PROGRAM LEADER 

  

Trophy Divisions 
Girls Relay – Taylor Trophy 

ASSG 39 
CCC 37 
BTC 15 
CTSHS 11 

 Boys Relay – Gofton Cup Trophy 

CCC 39 
ASSG 37 
BTC 17 
CTSHS 11 

Combined Aggregate – Peter Crow Combined Aggregate 
ASSG - 1215 
CCC – 960.5 
BTC – 464.5 
CTSHS - 404 

Girls’ Aggregate – Aidan Scott Trophy 

ASSG - 620 

CCC – 480.5 

BTC – 248.5 

CTSHS - 169 
  

Boys’ Aggregate – Alex Forbes Memorial Shield 

ASSG - 595 

CCC - 480 

CTSHS - 235 

BTC - 216 



Mick was a notable Aboriginal Australian activist, politician, and statesman who campaigned for most of his 
life seeking greater social justice, land rights, and improved life opportunities for Aboriginal Australians in 
North Queensland and Australia. 
 
Mick Miller was born on Palm Island, Queensland on 16 January 1937, son of Michael Miller Senior (Waanyi) 
and Cissie Miller (née Sibley) (Kuku Yalanji), and eldest of seven children. He received his primary school 
education at St Michael's Catholic School at Palm Island, and completed his secondary schooling as a boarder 
at Mt Carmel College at Charters Towers, Queensland, graduating year 12 in 1956. 
 
By 1959 Mick had graduated from the Kelvin Grove Teachers College in Brisbane, where he was one of the 
first Aboriginal Australians in Queensland to become a fully qualified teacher. 
 
After qualifying as a teacher in 1959, Miller was posted to Cairns, Queensland to teach at the North Cairns 
State Primary School. Some years later he resigned from this position, having encountered some resistance 
and difficulties within the Department of Education regarding his political activities and attendance at a 
World Council of Indigenous Peoples in Samiland Sweden. 
 
Having left teaching, Miller instead became an active member of the local branch of the Aboriginal 
Advancement League, and, by 1971-1972 had become Vice-President of a Federal Council for the 
Advancement of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders. He also helped establish the original, politically active 
and influential North Queensland Land Council, of which he was Chair for some time. 
Mick also sat as a Board Member of the Aboriginal Arts Board, and by the 1980s had become a Commissioner 
with the Aboriginal Development Commission and, later, Deputy Chair of the ADC, from where he sought to 
promote economic development as the key to getting Aboriginal people off welfare and government 
dependence. 
 
In 1985, the Commonwealth Government appointed Mick to head up a federal government review of 
employment, education and training, ultimately producing what came to be known as the "Miller Report", a 
significant Commonwealth Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander training and employment policy document 
that was to become an Aboriginal employment and training 'blueprint' with 'pivotal’ impact on Government 
program policies for some time to come.  
 
During the 1990s Miller chaired the State Tripartite Forum (a Queensland State Government-sponsored 
Aboriginal  health organization) and in this way he became involved in many founding State policies and 
programs to improve the health of the Aboriginal people in Queensland. Mick's commitment and leadership 
within his own family is evident in the pride and admiration his parents, his brothers, sisters and his children 
had in him, together with his extended family of many aunts, uncles, cousins, nieces and nephews. 
 
Mick died from a heart seizure on 5 April 1998.  It was reported that his funeral was attended by over a 
thousand people. 

 Mick Miller 
(16 January 1937 – 5 April 1998) 

M
r 

M
ic

ha
el

 M
ill

er
 : 

19
50

 -
 1

95
6 








