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Dear Columba Families, 
 

Welcome back to Term 3. 
 

What a great start to the term. We have witnessed at St Columba’s 
Parish with Bishop Tim Harris presiding over the Sacraments of  
baptism, confirmation and eucharist for 12 students and 4 staff 
members. We welcome them into the Catholic faith. We have also 
farewelled Fr Daniel as Parish Priest from our College and Parish. We 
had a fitting farewell for him at the Polding House Parish Mass, as 
well as during our Catholic Education Week liturgy this week. The 
theme of Catholic Education week is ‘Many Voices, One Spirit’. This 
was exemplified during Mulkadee - Peter Pan performance last 
Friday night at the sold out Townsville Entertainment Centre, where 
15 of our students performed, sang, and were backstage with 
another 1000 Catholic school students throughout the Townsville 
diocese. My thanks to Rosie Maguire for her work throughout the 
week with our students. What a magnificent production! 

 

The 2019 Interschool Formal was held the same evening, with our 
Year 11 and 12 students looking graceful, handsome and elegant. 
Our thanks is extended to Charters Towers High School for hosting 
this successful event. The Confraternity Carnival in Bundaberg really 
allowed our netball and rugby league teams to show our Columba 
pride, commitment, courage and skill over the week, with some 
sterling performances on the field and courts. They really did our 
College proud in conduct, professionalism and skill. A mighty thanks 
to our support team of coaches and  managers - Rohan Dixon, Gerard 
Webber, Jordan Marty, Anita Dixon and Jason Harrison for Rugby 
League, and Becky Griffiths and Deanne Day for Netball. 
 

This term, we welcomed 16 new students at the College, across Prep 
to Year 9. 4 new staff became part of the College. We welcome Mr 
Michael Ku as the Languages/Humanities Middle Leader at Mt 
Carmel, replacing Ms Alana Emerick; Mrs Kirsty Robins, teaching at 
Mt Carmel Campus, replacing Mr Bayden Schellein and Miss Kara 
Jensen to Mt Carmel teaching staff, replacing Miss Jaime Werner. 
Mrs Helen Milton joins the staff as assistant to the Guidance 
Counsellor. We welcome all of our new staff and students to 
Columba. 

 

I have news for you regarding a change in the girls’ day dress 
uniform. After much consultation with the CSPA and students, the 
new dress has been approved and will be ready for back to school 
2020. The new dress will see the band removed below the hips and 
will be more of an A-line style, with two buttons near the hips to 
tailor to the shape and a navy band on the sleeve will be a feature, 
tying in the blue in the collar. The current style dress will now be sold 

at Titley’s at half price to run down stock. 

 

Thank you to the parents who accessed the parent survey regarding 
the College and what it is providing for you as parents and most 
importantly for your son or daughter.  

 

School Improvement Plan Update #3  Area C - EMPHASIS ON 
LEARNING 

 

1. Finalise and implement the Columba Pedagogical Framework - 
The Pedagogical Framework is complete and will be actioned 
with staff in Term 3. Pedagogy is the way we teach your son or 
daughter and depends upon their age and stage - early , middle 
or senior years. 

 

2. Clearly articulate and implement best practice pedagogy in the 
Early Years with an effort to develop the foundational skills of 
Literacy and Numeracy and monitor student growth and 
achievement. Early Years teachers are implementing the early 
years testing and identifying needs of students, while utilising 
early years specific play based and skill development pedagogical 
practices. 

3. Develop a whole school Pastoral School Program - this is in draft 
form and will be reviewed by staff and opened up for student 
voice in Semester Two - for implementation in 2020. 

4. Develop a whole School Positive Behaviour Management Policy 
and Practices - this is in draft form and is currently being 
reviewed by staff; will be reviewed by students and opened up 
for parent consultation this semester, to be endorsed by the 
Board in 2019 and for use in 2020. 

 

Thank you to the vast majority of parents for ensuring students 
were ready to begin learning on Monday last week. The College aim 
is to have an attendance rate at the end of the year of 90% and 
above. At present we fall below 
this target. Every Day Counts. Only 
through your insistent support can 
we achieve this, and make your 
son or daughter more settled and 
prepared for learning. 

 

Have a great fortnight, 

 

 
 
 
 
  Candi Dempster 
  PRINCIPAL 



Ahead of the premiere of new SBS drama, The Hunting, SBS has 
partnered with the eSafety Commissioner to produce educational 
resources that will help parents and teachers keep young people safe 
online. 
 
The Hunting follows the lives of four young Australians, their teachers 
and families throughout the lead up, revelation and aftermath of a 
nude teen photo scandal. It explores the experiences of the 
teenagers as they traverse the complexities of relationships, identity 
and sexuality via technology. 
 
Available through SBS’s education portal, SBS Learn, the materials 
provide families, carers, teachers and the school community with 
conversation starters about image sharing and cyber bullying, to help 
promote safe and positive experiences online. 
 
SBS Managing Director, James Taylor said: "The Hunting is a powerful 
exploration of the issues and impacts of online behaviour in our 
modern digital world. These are issues which span cultures and 
communities and are increasingly important for society today. In 
order to help parents and teachers engage in the topic further, and to 
create safe forums for these matters to be discussed, SBS Learn has 
collaborated with the eSafety Commissioner to produce resources to 
facilitate further discussion, and promote positive digital identities 
amongst young Australians." 
 
The Hon Paul Fletcher MP, Minister for Communications, Cyber 
Safety and the Arts added: "I am pleased to see SBS working 
collaboratively with the eSafety Commissioner to spread the message 
about how to equip young people to be safe online. This is something 
many parents, teachers and communities have grappled with. 

"The online safety of children and young people is a top priority of 
the Morrison Government and our world-first eSafety Commissioner 
provides a wealth of resources to help all Australians navigate the 
online world safely," Minister Fletcher said. 
 
Ninety-nine per cent of young people aged 15-17 years are online, 
making them the highest users. 
 
Julie Inman Grant, Australia’s eSafety Commissioner, said young 
people need to know how to deal with the risks before facing them. 
 
"eSafety research suggests that one in five Australian children have 
negative experiences online, so it’s imperative that conversations 
about staying safe online start in the home, as soon as we hand over 
devices to children, and are reinforced through their educational 
journey at school. 
 
"We know first-hand the devastating effects of having an intimate 
image shared without consent, evidenced through our image-based 
abuse reporting service. 
"These issues are more common than most think, especially for 
young people. The educational resources help parents and 
educators understand how to handle these issues and importantly, 
how to start conversations with young people about respect and 
consent online." 
 
The Hunting will air on SBS and SBS On Demand from 1 August, and 
the SBS Learn resources are available now via the SBS Learn portal. 
 

We are introducing a new co-curricula club on the Mt. Carmel Campus called the Columba Craft Club.  It is for crafty kids who enjoy designing 
and creating inventive pieces.  The Club will meet on Wednesday at lunch times. 
We are looking for donations of anything that may be used to create (think yarn, fabric, knitting needles, crochet hooks, linen that can be 
recycled). If you are unsure if we can use it, please contact Miss Olsen at kolsen3@columba.catholic.edu.au 
 
Thank you for your support of our new venture. 
 
Kris Olsen 
CRAFT CLUB CO-ORDINATOR 

Name:               Michael Ku   

Hometown:       Hong Kong  

Subjects  taught:   HASS, Chinese 

Favourite Foods:  Egg Tarts 

Hobbies:    Tai Chi, Learning Languages 

https://www.sbs.com.au/learn/the-hunting%20for%20more%20parent%20and%20teacher%20resources
mailto:kolsen3@columba.catholic.edu.au


Shine at Columba 

Dear Students & Families, 
 

Welcome back to Term 3 for all our new and existing families and I 
hope all our students have had a chance to enjoy a break away from 
school routines and return refreshed and energised for new learning 
and activities offered in Term 3.   I also take the opportunity to 
welcome back Mrs Champion to St. Mary’s campus after her six 
months long service leave.   Mrs Champion is working two days a 
week in the Learning Enrichment department, supporting students in 
literacy and numeracy. 
 

Congratulations to our students who travelled to Townsville in the 
first week of school to participate in a week long program of choir, 
dance, drama, band, guitar and strings workshops as part of the 14th 
Annual Mulkadee Youth Arts Festival.  The workshops culminated in 
a performance last Friday at the Townsville Entertainment and 
Convention Centre.  By all accounts the night was an amazing show 
of combined talent, energy and festive spirit.  
 

Last week we celebrated NAIDOC with a liturgy on Wednesday and 
class visits to the Galbiri room with our Indigenous Education 
Worker, Kylie Mitchell.  Kylie introduced this year’s theme - Voice, 
Treaty, Truth in yarning circles with our students.  Kylie shared her 
experiences as a Gudjal person and included the significance of 
language to the culture and tradition of indigenous people.  Kylie 
also talked to the students about the significance of 
Acknowledgment and Welcome to Country and the Gudjal people in 
the Charters Towers area. 

 

This week we celebrated Catholic Education Week across our 
Queensland Catholic schools. Catholic Education Week is an 
opportunity for all 306 Catholic Schools in Queensland to celebrate 
and promote their distinctive mission and ethos. This year’s theme 
celebrated Many Voices, One Spirit. Mrs Dempster and our college 
leaders attended Mass at the Sacred Heart Cathedral to celebrate 
the achievements and contributions of many staff and students in 
our diocese.  Congratulations to Ms Stacey Reiffel who was awarded 
the Spirit of Catholic Education Award for her service to teaching in 
our Catholic Schools. 
 

Queensland Health is again offering vision screening to all Prep 
students this year.   Consent forms have been sent home to all our 
Prep families in anticipation of this screening on Wednesday, 28th 
August.  Parents are tp be reminded to please have all consent forms 
returned this week. 

Next week students from Prep to Year 2 will participate in the Early 
Years Project post-testing program.  The results from this testing 
will inform teachers on the progress of their students following pre
-testing in Term 1.  Teachers will collaborate with Townsville 
Catholic Education colleagues on the collated student data to 
discuss learning and teaching strategies to further support students 
during Term Four and ongoing years.  Teachers will also have 
opportunities to share early years pedagogy amongst colleagues 
and track the progress of students learning. 
 

St. Mary’s campus, in particular the Mercy Residence was on show 
last weekend during the Great Houses of Charters Towers Open 
Day.  Past students, visitors to Charters Towers and local families 
came to see our beautifully restored Mercy House.  Past students 
gathered on the verandahs to share stories of their time at the 
college and all our visitors enjoyed the Devonshire tea provided by 
our Year 6 friends and families.  A huge thank you to our Year 6 
parents and students for making this a very special day for our 
visitors. 
 

This term, inter-school sport is cricket and softball.  Teams have 
been selected and training has started. Term 3 inter-school sport 
starts in Week 3 and continues for five weeks.  Thank you to those 
teachers who train and prepare our students to participate in inter-
school sport.    
 

Eisteddfod week begins on 19th August.  All our students have been 
and continue to prepare for their group and individual entries.  
Choirs are practising at lunch times and I have seen many students 
practising their poems in literacy rotations.  I wish you all success 
and valuable experiences during this week of Arts and 
Performance. 
 

Looking forward to a productive and successful term ahead for all 

our students 

 
 

 
 
Joanne Andrews 
DEPUTY PRINCIPAL - ST. MARY’S CAMPUS 



Below is the tour diary from our week long trip to Bundaberg to 
participate in the 40th annual QISSRL Confraternity Carnival.  
 

Saturday 29th June 
It was an early start with all members of the squad assembling at 6am 
to depart for Rockhampton by bus. The squad finally reached 
Rockhampton at 4:30pm. 
 

Sunday 30th June 
The team hit the highway to drive another 4 hours to Bundaberg. After 
checking in to Charm City Motel, the boys changed quickly into their 
formal uniform ready for the Opening Ceremony Mass in the afternoon. 
Mrs Dempster joined both the netball and league squads at the 
Opening Ceremony for her first Confraternity Carnival. 
 

Monday 1st July 
After getting their bearings at the grounds and doing their annual 
shopping at Struddy’s tent, the boys switched on for their opening 
match against Marist Emerald. After leading 6-4 at half-time, the team 
lost their halfback Blake Heitmann to a rolled ankle early in the second 
half. This setback, along with poor handling, led to the team losing 14-6 
in their opening match. Lachlan Truscott was awarded Man of the 
Match. 
 

Their second match of the day was under lights on the Livestream Field 
against St Edmund’s Ipswich. After trailing 12-nil at half time, a 
motivating speech by Coach Rohan Dixon seemed to work a treat as 
Columba quickly scored 3 tries to lead 16-12 until the final minute of 
the match. Disaster struck with St Edmund’s scoring in the final minute 
and converting after the final siren to win 18-16. The team was certainly 
flat after 2 close losses for the day, but had won 2 halves for the day to 
gain valuable points in the competition. Kobe Marshall scored 2 tries 
and Brock Fleming was terrific at hooker to be awarded Man of the 
Match. 
 

Tuesday 2nd July 
Columba faced a large, hostile crowd but were able to overcome 
Shalom College 12-4 in a physical match. Ben Morris made good metres 
every carry and was awarded Man of the Match. This win allowed 
Columba to scrape into the Plate Division to compete for the Division 2 
title.  
 

Afternoon matches saw the start of the Quarter-Finals. Columba came 
up against the undefeated and Division 2 favourite, St Laurence’s 
College from Brisbane. The match didn’t start well with some tough 
calls going against Columba to be trailing 14-nil at half-time. With 12 
minutes remaining in the match, St Laurence’s led 18-nil. What 
happened next can only be described as a rugby league miracle! Tries to 
Ezekiel Clark, Jack Miller and Campbell Burton reduced the score to 18-
16 with 2 minutes remaining. With 10 seconds remaining and one final 
play, Blake Heitmann scored on the siren to win 22-18 in the comeback 
of the carnival. Columba had scored 4 tries in the space of 12 minutes 
to overcome the competition favourite. Asher Guy was awarded Man of 
the Match for his courageous carries in the front row. Scenes of 
jubilation on the sideline from coaching staff, players, parents and 
supporters were definitely memories that will never be forgotten and a 
match that will be talked about for years to come.  
 
Wednesday 3rd July 
The rest day of the carnival saw the boys head off to cheer on the 
Columba girls at QISSN after a well-deserved sleep-in. Afterwards, the 
boys went out to Bargara Beach for a swim followed by some shopping. 
Finally, the boys went Ten Pin Bowling and played laser skirmish.  
 
 

Thursday 4th July 
Columba came up against the always competitive St Thomas More 
College from Sunnybank with a spot in the Grand-Final on the line. 
Columba didn’t get off to the start they wanted to be trailing 10-
nil before the match was stopped due to a serious concussion by 
an opposition player and Ambulance assistance required on the 
field just before half-time. This resulted in the match being moved 
to another field for a time reduced 2nd half. The change of field 
seemed to spark Columba as they scored early and dominated 
possession to be trailing 10-6, but were unable to get one more 
try to take the lead. St Thomas More College managed to score in 
the final minute to win 14-6 to end Columba’s run in the 
competition. Captain Jared Megaw was awarded Man of the 
Match for his inspiring efforts.  
 

Thursday evening the team held their annual Presentation Night 
at the Spotted Dog Tavern. It was certainly our largest ever 
presentation evening with 60 in attendance. While there were 
plenty of gimmick awards for poor haircuts, losing gear and being 
late, the night also recognises the efforts of those who excelled on 
the field throughout the carnival. The following players received 
awards on the night: 
 

Players’ Player – Kobe Marshall 
Captain’s Award – Jared Megaw 
Travis Green Memorial Award – Blake Heitmann 
Rookie of the Carnival – Ben Morris 
 

Friday 5th July 
Columba’s final match of the carnival was a playoff for 3rd position 
in Division 2. The team once again had to play Marist Emerald who 
they narrowly lost to in their first match of the week. This time, 
the result would be reversed with Columba leading all match to 
narrowly win 10-8 in a courageous effort in cold windy conditions 
to conclude a very successful carnival for the side. Jaiydn Osborne 
was awarded Man of the Match. 

 

At the Closing Ceremony, Kobe Marshall was awarded Best and 
Fairest for Columba and Asher Guy won the Spirit of the Carnival 
Award for Columba. It was certainly wonderful recognition for 
their efforts all week.  
 

Thank you 
Finally, the squad would like to thank our generous sponsor 
Lontrans Transport for their support. 
The coaching staff would like to thank the very large group of 
parents and supporters who came along all week to cheer on the 
team. Finishing 3rd in Division 2 was our best result since 2016 and 
is one we hope to build on next year. To the players, thank you for 
making our week long trip in Bundaberg an enjoyable and 
unforgettable week where you did yourselves and the College 
proud. Well done! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr Gerard Webber 
1sts LEAGUE MANAGER 
 
 
 



Geared up and ready to go the 1st Netball Team for Columba hopped 
into the bus at 7am on Saturday morning the first weekend of the 
holidays to travel to Bundaberg for the QISSN carnival.  
 
Arriving on Sunday afternoon the girls dressed for the formal Mass 
and combined opening ceremony with the QISSRL carnival, both 
held by Shalom College. Monday morning brought day 1 and 3 
games ahead. Captain Georgia Day led a strong line on defence in 
their opening game against St Anthony’s Catholic College, Townsville 
to take away a convincing win 26-6. With only a short time between 
games, the ladies had to back up for their second game against St 
John Fisher College of Bracken Ridge. An excellent midcourt 
performance by Dominque Wiggins and fantastic shooting stats by 
Morgan Day were unfortunately, not enough to push back the score 
line, with the girls going down by 1 goal 17-16. With one more game 
to go for the first day, Bree Meehan came out firing against Mount 
St Bernard, Herberton and together with Georgia Guild’s defensive 
effort, took the win 26-3.  
 
Day 2 arrived with 2 more pool games. An easy win over St Joseph’s 
School, Stanthorpe 27-1 had the ladies boosted with confidence. 
The second game had them come up to verse St James College, 
Spring Hill and from the get go they knew they had a battle on their 
hands. A great performance by Jashieka Baira in the midcourt with 
some attacking intercepts saw the ladies hold on by two goals 21-19. 
Tired and ready for a nap they headed on back to the 
accommodation to rest and refuel because with no rest day brought 
day 3 and the last of the pool games.  
 
Two of the most challenging games were yet to come, firstly against 
Our Lady of the Southern Cross from Dalby and the final match 
against St John’s Catholic School, Roma. Chloe McHugh came out 
like a fire cracker in wing attack and from the first centre pass the 
team worked hard to put points on the board. They struggled to get 
the ball down the court and couldn’t find the flow they’d had in 
earlier games, going down 16-20.  
 
Finishing off in the last pool game Summah Beale’s defensive 
rebounds saved a loss and kept the score line tight as the final score 
read 14 all. That finished off the pool games leaving Columba sitting 
3rd in their pool and saw them shifted up a division for the finals. 
 
Thursday brought the first day of quarter and semifinals and who 
they came up against was none other than local rivals All Souls Saint 
Gabriels. An absolute blinder of a start, all guns blazing saw the 
score jump to 11-4 to Columba at half time. While the Columba side 
remained mostly the same, All Souls changed their line up to launch 
a comeback that was fiercely defended by and the ladies held on to 
win 18-10. This pushed Columba into the major semi against, St 
John Fisher College.  
 
Keeping with the weeks tradition Columba came out hard and fast 
with outstanding performance from Daisy Pickering in wing defence. 
Leading by 1 at half time, the team knew they were going to have to 
keep fighting to hold on. After some silly mistakes and bad passes 
the team unfortunately ended up going down by 3 goals 15-12 
leaving them to play for 3rd spot in Friday’s grand final match.  
 
After a long and exhausting week of netball they had one match to 
go, the big one, the one that mattered. Columba stepped out onto 

the court against Saint Mary’s Catholic College of Kingaroy with their 
hearts on the sleeves, ready and raring to go. With an excellent 
display of mateship and sportsmanship, the team rose to the 
occasion with a phenomenal final performance. Textbook passes 
and magical flow down the court from every player saw the girls 
walk away with 3rd place with a final victory 18-10. A fantastic finish 
to a fantastic week.  
 
A massive thank you to all the community, family and friends who 
supported the ladies on their QISSN journey 2019 and a special 
thanks to Deanne Day, the manager, for pulling all the arrangements 
together for this wonderful Bundaberg trip.  
 
Becky Griffiths 
COACH 



BACK TO BACK PREMIERS! 
 
To finish Term 2, the Columba boys touch team had a terrific day winning the 
Interschool Touch Gala Day for the 2nd year running. The boys played against 
each school from Charters Towers for the day, playing an excellent brand of 
touch football, showcasing some great skills and remaining undefeated.  
 
The results for the round games are listed below: 

Columba defeated Richmond Hill State School 5-1 
Columba defeated All Souls St Gabriel’s 6-3 
Columba had a draw with Central State School 1-all 
Columba defeated BTC 5-1 
Columba defeated Millchester State School 5-3 
 

In the Grand Final, Columba came up against Central State School. In a close 
and exciting match, Columba won 3-1. The boys did particularly well to 
contain a much faster Central side. 
 
The boys certainly played well as a team all day. Harry Pickering and Kelly 
Muke scored plenty of tries on the wings. They were fortunate to have Jesse 
Lavery and Bailey Macpherson set up tries for them all day with some great 
passes. Jackson Walsh, Cohen Crowley, Cooper Hedges, Thomas Blackley and 
Callum Bartschat controlled the middle and ruck area all day, making metres 
and defending well.  
 
Well done to Kelly Muke who was awarded Columba’s Best and Fairest Player 
for the carnival. 
 
These boys were a great side to work with and coach. I’d like to thank all the 
parents and grandparents who came along to cheer on the team throughout 
the day. 
 
Gerard Webber 
COACH 

Term 2 saw our Year 6 girls learn the game of touch, this 
was a steep learning curve...for us all! Our girls showed 
determination, endurance and resilience each game; as 
they applied the new skills they learnt during training the 
week. Playing against our boys during training sessions 
was excellent preparation!  
 
We had many solid wins during the term, and showed 
some great defence against some very talented teams. 
Our Touch Gala Day on the 27th June, saw us play 5 
games, coming away with two wins. I was very proud of 
our girls as they gave their best every game, never giving 
up and showing some fierce Columba spirit, even in the 
midst of defeat. We had wonderful parent support for 
our girls, and our boys, with many parents taking time 
out from their jobs and commitments, some cheering us 
on all day and others coming down to watch the 
students in their lunch breaks. We proudly cheered our 
champion boys on as they won the grand final, remaining 
undefeated for the season. We congratulate our boys, 
and Mr Webber, on their stellar performance this 
season. Well done also goes to Kristya Murphy who was 
very deserving of being our Best and Fairest for the girls, 
her talent, determination to succeed and knowledge of 
the game inspired us all.  
 
Marisa O’Connor  
COACH 



Science Week:   
Week 4 will see students on the secondary campus celebrating 
Science Week.  The theme this year is Destination Moon.  As 
usual, we will be running our Science Fiction short story and our 
weird science trivia competitions, with great prizes on offer.  
Lunchtimes will see our intrepid staff running playground 
experiments and, of course, our nerdy Science t-shirts will be on 
display.  Please encourage your children to be tracking down 
weird science facts now. 
 

ANCQ Chemistry Quiz 
This week, selected students from Years 7 to 10 are sitting the 
Australian National Chemistry Quiz.  The ANCQ is designed to 
engage students, and promote interest in chemistry and the 
role of chemists in our society. It is not an examination of 
syllabus content; rather it is designed to be interesting and to 
promote chemical thinking.  We are confident our students will 
do well in what is, traditionally, a very challenging quiz. 
 

Biology Excursion: 
Term 3 kicked off for our Year 11 Biology students with a day 
trip to Ryan Catholic College, where we spent time with Dr 
Gurion Ang (aka Dr G or Doctor Gorgeous) from the University 
of Queensland.  Dr G is working with QCAA to help students and 
teachers deal with the data analysis requirements of the new 
science syllabi.  Mrs King and Ms Griffiths have both completed 
multiple professional development sessions with Dr G., but now 
it was our students turn.  The class spent a very practical few 
hours using Excel to manipulate and present data.  They also 
picked up many useful tips for how to communicate their data 
analysis.  The skills learned will be invaluable in all three senior 
science subjects, and Dr G is a very entertaining presenter, so a 
great time was had by all.   
 

External  Exam Preparation: 
Mrs Exarhos and Mrs King continue to run revision lessons 
during selected lunchtimes to assist Biology and Chemistry 
students in preparing for their external exams, however Year 11 
students really need to be completing study in their own time in 
preparation for their exams at the end of this year.  Parents of 
students studying the senior sciences are encouraged to talk to 
their children about their ongoing revision and study.  There are 
also useful resources and study planners that can be accessed 
on the QCAA website. 

 

For any science questions, please email me at 
kking1@columba.catholic.edu.au. 
 

Kristal King 
SCIENCE MIDDLE LEADER 
 
 
 

Curriculum 
The Arts Department is a busy hive of action at the moment with 
students learning new, high quality curriculum across each discipline 
of Dance, Drama, Music and Visual Art. Our main focus is on creating 
engaging learning opportunities that allow students to develop their 
creativity in individual and group situations. Students taking Dance 
in Years 7-8 are working in groups to choreograph their own dances, 
rehearse and perform their own dances, and analyse their own and 
others’ performances. Those who have selected Drama across Years 
7-12 are studying styles that include Theatre for Young People, 
Realism, Greek Theatre and Elizabethan Theatre. In Music, students 
from Year 7-10 are looking into the Elements of Music, Rock Music, 
and broadening their horizons with World Music. Visual Art has 
been very popular this year with students learning about the 
Elements of Art, Surrealism, Indigenous Art, Pop Art, Still Life, and 
Portraiture. Students across all disciplines are creating and 
displaying practical works as well as written pieces. 
 
The Arts in Practice 
Not only do we offer classes during school hours, students in The 
Arts also have many opportunities to participate in extra curricula 
activities. Last week we had 18 students absent to participate in 
Mulkadee in Townsville. This week-long festival involves students 
across the Dance, Drama and Music disciplines and culminates in a 
final performance on the Friday night. This year’s performance was 
Peter Pan and our students represented us with pride. We are so 
proud to have been represented by such talented and dedicated 
students. 
 
After two terms of rehearsal, we are now reaching the final stages of 
rehearsal for our school musical Back to the 80s – The Totally 
Awesome Musical, and can’t wait to show it off to you all! 
Performances will be at the World Theatre on the 16th (2pm and 
7pm) and 17th (7pm) August and we are expecting large crowds, so 
get your tickets now to secure your seat and support our students. 
Tickets are on sale through the World Theatre.  
 
Students performed and made entries into the Charters Towers 
Show and received wonderful comments. 
 
Straight after musical we head into Eisteddfod week. We have many 
entries across the Visual Art and Music divisions this year and there 
is lots of hard work going into getting prepared. Columba will be 
represented with pride. 
 
See you at the Musical! 
 
Georgina Porter 
ARTS MIDDLE LEADER 
 



During Week 10 of Term 2, 55 Year 10 students and 17 Year 12 students participated 
in the Work Experience Program.  The week was a huge success with very positive 
feedback from the employers. Student placements occurred from Palm Island to Mt 
Isa, as far north as Mareeba and Burketown and of course in the Charters Towers and 
Townsville region.  Students took part in a number of industries, including, but not 
limited to education, hairdressing, beauty, mechanics, administration, health, building, 
electrical, butcher, veterinary, and mining to name just a few.   
 
Last week of Term 2 was certainly action packed for our seniors! The Year 12 students 
partook in a range of events beginning with practice QCS testing or Work Experience 
from Monday to Wednesday. On Thursday and Friday, students had the choice of 
gaining qualifications in Responsible Service of Alcohol (RSA), Responsible Services of 
Gambling (RSG) and Food Handlers course, as well as, First Aid and CPR. Students 
gained many valuable skills, experience and qualifications, throughout the week. 
 

Upcoming events: 
Thursday 1st August 

 
 
 
 

Year 10, 11 and 12 students are strongly encouraged to attend from 3.15pm until 6pm, 

as this may assist them in preparing for their chosen career pathway. A letter and flyer 

was emailed to all parents/caregivers and students earlier this week. 
 

Monday 5th August 
 
 
 
 
Interested Year 10 students will be attending the Townsville Careers Expo in 
Townsville next Monday 5th August. An email was sent to all Year 10 students 
advertising this event, as well as information placed on student notices at the College. 
This event will assist Year 10 students in sourcing valuable information for their future 
career pathways. 

 

Leesa Stevenson 

VET & CAREERS CO-ORDINATOR 

Year 10 SET Plan interviews will be conducted 
during Week 3 and 4 this term between Tuesday 
6th August until Friday 16th August. All Year 10 
students and their parents / caregivers are 
required to attend a SET Plan interview with a 
member of staff on the SET Plan Team.  
 
An email with a link has been sent to parents to 
book an interview and it would be appreciated if 
you could book an interview as soon as possible. 
Interviews will take place either in the Board 
Room or Edmund Rice Room. If parents of 
residential students are unable to come into the 
College for an interview, we can arrange a phone 
interview and make sure that your son / 
daughter is present. 
 
Please contact me if you require more 
information. 
 
Maria Peck 
DEPUTY PRINCIPAL - ADMINISTRATION 
 
 






