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Ms Colleen Brown celebrated 40 years of 
service to the College. 
 

In 2018 Columba will host the QISSRL 
Confraternity Rugby League Carnival. This 
week long carnival will bring 1000 Rugby 
League players, and staff and supporters 
from 48 schools to our College. It will provide 
a major boost to the local economy. It is the 
largest independent school boys Rugby 
League carnival in Australia and the live 
stream in 2017 was viewed over 900,000 
times. We hope that you can join us in July 
2018 as we showcase our College and our 
Town to people from all over Queensland. 
 

I would like to celebrate and acknowledge 
those past students who have been named 
as Columba Local Legends. We introduced 
this initiative to strengthen our connections 
with our past students, to give our students a 
greater awareness that young people have 
been educated on our grounds for over 141 
years and that we are standing on the 
shoulders, and walking in the footsteps, of 
those who have gone before us. 
 

This year, thanks to nominations from past 
and present students and families, we have 
named Mr Rohan Dixon, Mr Michael Collins 
Australian Rugby League legend Kel O’Shea, 
Sir Edward Williams QC, Fr Mick Lowcock, 
Mrs Colleen Young, Dr Sally Meade and the 
Hon. Bob Katter MP. 
 

Past students, I hope that you remember 
that you remain a part of our family and we 
always look forward to reconnecting with 
you and sharing in your triumphs and 
tribulations. 
 

God bless, 
  

 
 
 

 
Dan McShea 
PRINCIPAL 
 

Dear Past Students, 

 

2017 will be remembered as a year of 
growth and of great change. 

 

I was delighted to join past students at the 
July gathering and grateful to all of the past 
students who were able to attend. Many 
thanks to Carmel Broughan (nee Lyons) and 
also to the class of 1957 for their hospitality. 

 

This year we have been able to complete 
over $5million worth of construction which 
has included eight new classrooms at the Mt 
Carmel campus and the refurbishment of six 
classrooms at the St Mary’s campus, as well 
as the redevelopment of the Mt Carmel 
‘Bullring’ to include new grassed areas, 
tiered seating for 550 people, and new 
courts. 
 

The old Mt Carmel bell has been relocated to 
the ‘Bullring’ and will be used again. It was 
rededicated by the graduating class of 2017. 

 

This year we have farwelled the Sisters of the 
Good Samaritan after 117 years of 
continuous service and built a beautiful 
lasting monument to their wonderful works. 
We have also re-connected with the 
Christian Brothers as an Associate School of 
Edmund Rice Education Australia. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mrs Colleen Young (nee Jones) retires at the 
end of 2017. She was a Prep student in 1957 
and has worked at the College in teaching 
and leadership roles for 36 years. I 
congratulate Colleen Young on a fine career 
and wish her every blessing and happiness in 
the future. 
 

A big weekend of Past Student Celebrations 

was held in Brisbane in July.  Sunday 16th 

July was the annual Brisbane Gathering and 

the night before the class of 1957 celebrated 

together.  



The annual College Awards Night was held on Friday 20 October 2017.  We were delighted to welcome Deputy Principal - SM Campus and Past 
Student Colleen Young (nee Jones) as our guest presenter.  Following is a copy of Colleen’s address at Awards Night: 

time position, teaching Year 1.  I accepted 
and here I am today. 

 

Over the years, people have expressed their 
amazement that I could stay in the same 
school for so long.   

 

Don’t you get bored doing the same thing? 
I was often mystified by this.  

 

Boredom comes from lack of interest and 
motivation.  These I have never lacked.  
How could I become bored when I do a job 
that I absolutely love and enjoy?  To me 
every year is special with distinctive 
students, staff and families.  With this 
comes different goals, expectations and 
challenges. 

 

A further fundmental factor of why I have 
stayed is that I hold the value of Catholic 
Education dearly and unequivocally believe 
in its worth. While we face challenges, we 
remain, a community inspired by the 
teachings of Jesus; where the dignity of 
each person is promoted and supported in 
an inclusive and respectful relationship. 

 

I have the utmost faith in Catholic 
Education and truly believe in the term the 
Catholic school difference.  I have seen 
countless ways that the Catholic school has 
transformed the lives of staff, students and 
families.  I firmly believe that to teach in a 
Catholic school is an inspiring ministry.  I do 
not say that as a pie in the sky ideal.  Our 
Catholic schools are agents of the Catholic 
church and in this day and age, we, as 
never before, are challenged to be the 
hands, the face, the eyes of Christ.  This 
year marks the 20th year of Columba and 
what a journey it has been!  While many 
here tonight would only know Columba as 
it is today, it was the work of many who 
saw to fruition the foundation of Columba 
Catholic College. This College has prospered 
because we held tight to the reigns of our 
traditions. We stand proudly on the 
constructed, tireless work of the Sisters of 
the Good Samaritan and The Christian 
Brothers. I know our roots take us to our 
initial founders, the Sisters of Mercy; but, 
for me, our strength lies undeniably on the 
impact of the Good Sams and the Christian 

of Christians.  We would travel to Townsville 
by train, the local rail motor, in readiness for 
the march through Flinders Street, along the 
Strand and out to the Sports Reserve.  A very 
long march, in our formal uniform, which for 
the girls included our shoes with a sizable 
heel.  Later there would be a sports day.   

 

The fierce sporting competition amongst 
Charters Towers schools has always been 
around and back in the day the greatest 
rivalry for the  Mt Carmel boys was All Souls 
in Rugby League, (nothing much has 
changed), and for St Mary’s girls, it was 
Blackheath in Netball.  

 

Uniforms have changed and I am postive 
that the girls of today would look in 
amazement at what we wore for sports 
uniform. It was a full box pleated, belted 
dress (already I have lost people) down to 
the knees and an absolute must - the very 
ample bloomers!  And skirts could never be 
tucked into bloomers; how unladylike, 
showing the tops of your legs. 

 

Our needs were met socially, with the Sisters 
and Brothers providing us with a couple of 
dances each year.  These highly awaited 
events would see the Sisters, Brothers and 
usually the Parish Priest supervising us at the 
dance.  The Sisters were so vigilant and 
nothing could escape them.  Only one  dance 
with the same boy was permitted.  How they 
kept tabs on everyone, I am not entirely 
sure. 

 

I note with interest the changes that are 
coming to the senior curriculum with 
students having to do external exams which 
will represent 25-50% of a grading 
depending on the subject.  

 

Back in my day both Junior (Year 10) and 
Senior (Year 12) were all external exams 
which counted for your whole mark.! 

 

Discipline was swift, any misdemeanor , then 
it was the cane! 

 

Well enough of reminiscing………………………… 

 

I am extremely appreciative for my well- 
grounded, disciplined Catholic education 
with the Sisters.  I was shown the value of 
hard work, persistence, respect, the 
importance of friendship, and prayer.  

 

And hard work hard was imperative for me 
in my senior year for my future study was 
dependent upon being awarded a 
scholarship.  This I did secure and I went on 
to study for 3 years to become a primary 
school teacher.  

 

Initially, I taught at Central State School and 
Millchester State School. 

 

After some time away from teaching to 
begin a family,   I applied for a casual 
position at St Columba’s Primary School.  
Following my interview, I had the call from 
Sister Clare, asking if I would consider a full 

Good evening everyone and thank you, Dan, for 
your kind introduction. 
 

This is indeed a privilege for me, as a past 
student and soon to be past staff member of this 
extraordinary College, to address the Columba 
community this evening.  I feel humbled and 
honoured. Having had such a long association 
with this College, one of which I am extremely 
proud, I appreciate the opportunity to reflect on 
some meaningful aspects.  
 

My journey in education commenced many, 
many, many years ago as a little girl entering 
Prep at St Columba’s primary school.  Yes, Prep 
was around in the olden days!  It wasn’t 
something new in 2007.  I was fortunate to have 
had very affirming and beneficial formative years 
in primary school and I went on to continue my 
secondary schooling at St Mary’s College.  

 

So how was it back in the olden days?   
 

Well, very different from this fast electronic, well
-resourced age of today. I was a conscientious 
student who really enjoyed school, not just the 
academic side, but also sporting and cultural 
activities. 

 

I have many fond recollections of my time at 
school and will share but  a few with you.  These 
will be very foreign to this much younger 
audience that I am addressing.  Some may think, 
I was around at the time of the Ark! 

 

Commencing primary, students worked on slate 
boards,  and while later we used a pencil, it was 
the dip pen implement that we liked to use. This 
writing instrument, with its steel nib, was dipped 
into an ink well set into our desk. This is what we 
used to complete tasks in copybooks and special 
exercise books.  We later progressed to fountains 
pens. 

 

Morning tea was often a challenge as one would 
have to drink a small bottle of milk every day.  
With the crates of milk being delivered in plenty 
of time for morning tea, the milk could be quite 
warm by the time we drank it.  But drink it we did 
as we couldn’t leave the line until we had 
finished the bottle.  We would bring ‘quick’ 
straws to enhance the flavour. 
 

Rounders was one of the favourite games in 
primary school.  You would be familiar with our 
bell tower that lies in the church grounds, well, 
this was always home base.  
 

Speaking of that bell we also loved to ring it at 
noon every day which marked the time for 
Angelus prayer. All of Charters Towers back in 
the day would set their times by the ringing of 
this bell. 

 

Students, you are familiar with our Feast Day 
celebrations.  We, too, had these celebrations, 
but the big celebration for our Catholic schools 
throughout the diocese was for all schools to 
assemble in Townsville on the Feast of Mary Help 



Brothers.  When we combine this with the ongoing loyalty and 
hardwork of all predecessors, and, let us not forget the 
present; our encouraging parents, dedicated staff, the spirited, 
industrious work of the leadership team;  we can be assured 
that the seed of the fruit, so long ago planted at this place, will 
continue to blossom.  It is our challenge to maintain this 
wonderful school as we respond to the needs of our time with 
energy, kindness, hospitality, proficiency and understanding.    
 

Students you now are our story. In decades to come, you will 
retell the history of this great place and I sincerely hope that 
you, too, will be proud that you were educated at Columba 
Catholic College.  
 

There is an old Chinese proverb which says: 
Teachers open the doors, but you must enter by yourself. 
 

Students, you must face your study with energy and 
enthusiasm. You need to listen to your teachers when they tell 
you what to do; but more importantly, think about why they 
told you to do it. 

 

To all students, especially our Year 12s who have so little time 
left at school; I urge you to seize the opportunities that are 
afforded to you each and every day by the generosity of staff 
and your families. 

 

Successful people come from all walks of life and each has their 
own strategies and plans to attain their goals, but one thing 
that they all have in common is that they work hard;  
persistence and perseverance are qualities that will always 
hold you in good stead.   
 

Whatever your age, whatever your talents, you are in essence 
in control of what you can achieve. 
 

I am deeply grateful for all that this College has offered to me.  
It has been a privilege, in the motto of  the former St 
Columba’s school,  To Learn God’s Way Together. 

 

I have every confidence in this College and know that Columba 
will be a beacon of hope, an agent of wisdom, stability and 
love.    
 

Let us always recognize our potential and never underestimate 
all we can achieve. May we continue to pray, to grow, to 
dream, to explore, to celebrate, and to never give up! 

 

Thank you. 

                  
 
 

www.facebook.com/ColumbaCatholicCollegeChartersTowers 

The Class of ‘87 celebrated a 30 year Reunion in Townsville in October this 
year.  A small group also travelled out to Charters Towers for a tour of the 
St. Mary’s Campus and Mt. Carmel Campus. Thank you to Sashi Jogai (nee 
Prasad) for providing photos of the weekend.  

To stay connected with the Class of ‘87: 
 Facebook - “Mount Carmel College - Class of ‘87” 
 Those not on facebook who would like to know of future 

events please email: sashi.jogia@yahoo.com.au  



 Congratulations to Majella Lennox (nee Norton  1986) on publishing her first book  

“Rollercoaster Mumma: The ride from birth to bonkers”.   

To purchase your copy visit: www.rollercoastermumma.com 

 

David Cheong  (1974-1978) 
Passed away in March Port Moresby  
 
Garry O'Brien (Jnr)  (1989) 
Junior early 90's passed away April. 
 
Peter Neville Muriki (1990-1994) 
Passed away July 2017 
 
Michael Dargan (1980-1984) 
Passed away 28 September 2017 
 
Ronald Axford  
Passed away October 2017 
 
Pat Otago (nee Roughan ) 
Passed away October 2017 
 
Joan Halloran (nee Brennan) 
Passed away November 2017 
 
Leonard Bourke (1949-1957) 
Passed away November 2017 

Earlier this year, Past Student Gary Navuru (1994 - 1996) visited  
the College.  Gary was happy to catch up with teachers Andrew 
Butler, Glenn Lang and Michael Peck.   

Congratulations to Charters Towers based Ergon Energy  linesman, 
Kane Almond (Past Student 2011 - 2012), who was named the 
North Queensland Apprentice of the Year as part of the 
Queensland Training awards earlier in 2017. 

Congratulations to past students Justin 
Dixon and Hannah Clarke who 
competed at the Australian Country 
Cricket Championships in Wollongong 
in January this year.  
 
The men's team were successful, 
taking out the championship, and the 
girls team came 5th. Well done. 

Congratulations to Jacquelyn 

Murray (1998 - 2002)  

who married Jackson Howes in the 

St Thomas's Catholic Church in 

Mareeba QLD, on the 10/11/2017. 


