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From the Director

Welcome to the January 2015 AITHM Newsletter. There have been many 
highlights at AITHM over the past few months, including the Tropical Health 
and Medicine mission to India where I represented AITHM alongside the 
Hon. Andrew Robb as he pursued the Free Trade Agreement. Supported by 
Dr Andrew Leech, Professor Alex Loukas and Associate Professor Andreas 
Lopata, the mission was successful in discussing opportunities for the 
commercialisation of Australian projects and joint ventures.

AITHM has now entered into the second year of operations and activities 
are already strongly underway, recruiting new talent and expertise, and 
embarking on a range of exciting new activities, with six significant cross-
disciplinary research programs. 

This newsletter highlights a number of exciting project developments, staff 
appointments and community outreach activities AITHM has undertaken 
since the October 2014 newsletter. We have also set the date for the annual 
AITHM/QTHA Australasian Tropical Health Conference to be held in Palm 
Cove. Details will be available soon. 

Please also make sure to visit our AITHM website (www.aithm.jcu.edu.
au), where you can find details on all AITHM events, news and upcoming 
speakers in our AITHM Seminar Series.

Professor Louis Schofield

Director

AITHM
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Trade Mission to India - January 2015
AITHM Director, Louis Schofield was invited to lead a Life-sciences 
Trade Mission to India on the 15-19 September 2014. The roadshow 
visited a large number of Indian pharmaceutical and bio-tech 
organisations in five cities across the country, to discuss opportunities 
for commercialisation of Australian projects and joint ventures within 
the Indian pharmaceutical sector. Supported by Dr Andrew Leech, 
Professor Alex Loukas and Associate Professor Andreas Lopata, 
Professor Schofield subsequently led the Tropical Health and Medicine 
mission in January 2015 when accompanying the Trade Minister the 
Hon. Andrew Robb as he pursued the Free Trade Agreement.  

VecNet Digital Library
Congratulations to Ian Atkinson, eResearch Centre Director, James 
Cook University (JCU), and his team for being awarded an Aus-
tralian National Data Service (ANDS) grant to spatially enhance 
VecNet’s Digital Library. Funding will enable VecNet datasets to be 
spatially tagged, enabling them to be viewed and searched with an 
interactive geo-spatial map based interface. This increased capacity 
will facilitate focussed research on specific geographic regions. The 
$200,000 grant also enables the VecNet Digital Library, presently 
housed at UND (Indiana), to be mirrored at JCU (Australia). This 
should increase cyber infrastructure resilience and accessibility 
across the globe.

This project is supported by the Australian National Data Service (ANDS). ANDS is 
supported by the Australian Government through the National Collaborative Research 
Infrastructure Strategy Program.

AITHM News
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Web of Knowledge Invitation to VecNet

Web of Knowledge invitation for VecNet: VecNet has been selected 
by Thomson Reuters as an indexing resource in their Data Citation 
Index. Once completed, this will increase the visibility of Digital Library 
datasets available through the Web of Knowledge platform, used by 
researchers worldwide.



Congratulations
Congratulations for Associate Professor Sabe Sabesan and Ms Robyn 
Preston who are both in the final stages of PhD thesis examination. 

THENet Project
Professor Sarah Larkins from the Anton Breinl Research Centre for 
Health Systems Strengthening, Ms Simone Ross and Karen Johnston 
recently had a paper published in Medical Education about medical 
education and socially accountable medical schools aim to reduce 
health inequalities by training workforces responsive to the priority 
health needs of underserved and unequally represented communities 
on the basis that they may be more likely to return and address local 
health priorities. 

Watch the animated graphic highlighting JCU’s collaborative work 
with THENet (Training for Health Equity Network): 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J7N0L8ldo-k

Read the paper here: 
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/medu.12518/abstract

AITHM News
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FameLab Australia

Interested in signing up for Famelab - the international science 
communications competition?

What’s involved?
In addition to the 3 minute presentation, there is a range of presentation 
and media training all included at the various stages. The initial entry 
is an unedited 3 minute video and State finals are held in capital cities, 
National finals in Perth and International finals in England. If travel is 
required, all costs are covered.

For more information and to enter, go to:
http://www.britishcouncil.org.au/programmes/science/famelab



Janssen Collaboration
Centre For Biodiscovery & Molecular Development of Therapeutics 
and AITHM Researcher Professor Alex Loukas, Dr Severine Navarro 
and their team are collaborating with Janssen to develop treatment 
for inflammatory bowel disease on proteins secreted by hookworms. 

Watch the video here:
https://research.jcu.edu.au/bmdt/v-ideo-johnson-johnson-
cbmdt-collaboration

Travel Grant - Royal Society of Chemistry
Emeritus Professor Richard Keene, the Design & Delivery Program 
Leader in the Centre for Biodiscovery and Molecular Development 
of Therapeutics, has recently been awarded a Journals Grant for 
International Authors by the Royal Society of Chemistry.

The Journals grants fund RSC authors for travel to other countries.  
Professor Keene will spend six weeks at the University of Sheffield 
in May/June 2015 with Dr Jim Thomas where he will work in the 
area of luminescent DNA-binding probes.

AITHM News
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THEnet wins inaugural AFMC

AFMC announced today that the Training for Health Equity Network 
(THEnet) is the very first recipient of the Association of Faculties of 
Medicine of Canada (AFMC) - Charles Boelen International Social 
Accountability Award.
 
Introduced in April 2014, this new award was created to highlight 
outstanding accomplishments in implementing the principles of social 
accountability in the health field. With its international scope, it aims 
to celebrate individuals and organizations from around the world 
whose accomplishments exemplify the application of the principles 
of social accountability as defined in the Global Consensus for Social 
Accountability of Medical Schools and other internationally recognized 
references.



Senior Administration Officer

AITHM welcomes Imogen da Silva, who joined us in the role of 
Senior Administration Officer at AITHM Cairns. Imogen commenced 
on November 20, 2014 and has extensive experience in research 
management, having managed Centres at UNSW, UTS and UWS. 

Lessons from the best: to better the rest
This NRMRC funded project aims to improve remote and regional 
Indigenous primary health care services. The project aims to examine 
how factors such as workforce, engagement and broader contextual 
factors at ‘high improving’ primary health care services facilitate 
success of Continuous Quality Improvement initiatives.  Key research 
members and stakeholders recently met to discuss case study sites, 
research methodology, data collection tools and project plans. Chief 
investigators are Prof Sarah Larkins, Sandra Thompson, Christine 
Connors, A/P Jacinta Elston and Prof Komla Tsey. 

For more information about the project: https://research.jcu.edu.au/
abrc/lessons-from-the-best-to-better-the-rest 

Eradicate Insect-borne Diseases with 
Sunlight Initiative
JCU recently held the fourth annual TropEco Sustainability Awards 
to acknowledge the sustainability achievements of students and staff 
in 2014. Associate Professor Michael Oelgemoeller was awarded 
the Research Award for his research project “Eradicate Insect-borne 
Diseases with Sunlight Initiative. 

AITHM News
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WSO Safety Awards
Congratulations to Dr Richard Franklin and Professor Peter Leggat 
for their 2014 World Safety Organisation Awards.Professor Peter 
Leggat AM was awarded the WSO Glen E. Hudson Award which is 
presented to a person for outstanding achievement or performance 
of special service in the advancement of the disciplines of WSO in 
a country other than the USA. Associate Professor Richard Franklin 
was awarded the 2014 WSO Education award, this award recognises 
an Institution, company / training entity, and individual (three awards 
per annum), with an exemplary program of educational nature in 
the fields of safety, environment, public safety, healthcare safety, 
transportation safety, etc.

AITHM Staff Appointments



Tackling Drug-Resistant Tuberculosis in 
Papua New Guinea

A group of AITHM reseachers, Dr Jeffrey Warner and Professor 
Louis Schofield are part of a team investigating Drug-Resistant 
Tuberculosis (TB) in Papua New Guinea. Data from a recent study 
suggests that drug resistance TB is endemic and is placing a 
significant health burden on the community.

A new study entitled Tuberculosis in Balimo, Western Province, 
Papua New Guinea: drug resistance characterisation, and an 
examination of the sociocultural aspects of treatment adherence  
has been approved by the PNG Medical Research Advisory Council. 
The project’s aim is to provide data on the type and extent of drug 
resistant TB in the TB patient cohort at Balimo and in doing so build 
capacity in its lab-based diagnosis and to develop an understanding 
of how socio-cultural factors impact upon TB treatment adherence 
and diagnosis within this community.

Dr Jeffrey Warner, Dr David Plummer, Professor Louis Schofield, 
Professor Pita Siba PhD (Papua New Guinea Institute of Medical 
Research), Ms Alice Honjepari (Watern Province Health Department), 
Mr Robert Dowi, Mr Sinba Wamagi, Mr Daniel Pelowa (all from 
Balimo and Middle Fly District Health Services) are the principal 
investigators of the preliminary study.”

Find out more at http://research.jcu.edu.au/bmdt

 Research
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Drug research targets fatal artery weakness

James Cook University scientists have been given more than $1.3 
million to study a deadly condition that kills about 1000 Australians 
every year without warning. 

The group of researchers aim to contribute to a drug treatment for 
people who suffer from abdominal aortic aneurysms - the weakening 
and widening of the main abdominal artery – which is currently only 
treatable by surgery.

Professor Jonathan Golledge, Director of JCU’s Queensland 
Research Centre for Peripheral Vascular Disease, is leading a large 
group of local and national researchers. He said about 3 percent 
of men and 1 percent of women aged over 60 years develop the 
condition. 

“Most patients with an abdominal aortic aneurysm have no 
symptoms. These usually only develop when the artery bursts, 
which is commonly a fatal event,” he said.

The research group was recently awarded two grants of more 
than $600,000 each from the highly competitive National Health 
and Medical Research Centre (NHMRC) project grant scheme to 
investigate potential drug targets to help prevent artery weakening.

“Improved understanding of the mechanisms causing artery 
degeneration is crucial to target the development of better ways to 
treat this common problem,” said Professor Golledge. 

The researchers will look at ways to limit the progression of the artery 
weakening and widening using pre-clinical models. The funding will 
also support a pilot trial in patients.

“We are currently testing two drugs in clinical trials for which we are 
seeking suitable patients,” Professor Golledge said.

The group is seeking patients with small abdominal aortic aneurysms 
for involvement in the trials.

https://research.jcu.edu.au/qrcpvd

Research
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Save the Date - Australasian Tropical Health Conference 2015
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NHMRC Research Grants
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Successful NHMRC Research Grants

In October 2014, NHMRC released the 2014 outcomes of project 
grants, fellowships, equipment and Centres of Research Excellence. 

Seven grants were awarded, congratulations to the below recipients:

Professor Louis Schofield

Formulation of a pan species multistage vaccine for malaria eradication 
agenda

$786,446

Professor Jonathan Golledge 

Upregulating kallistatin to limit abdominal aortic aneurysm

$648, 022

Professor Jonathan Golledge

The role of angiotensin converting enzyme 2 in limiting complications of 
aortic aneurysm

$663,475

Professor Alex Loukas

Secreted exosome-like vesicles from the carcinogenic liver fluke

$742,660

Associate Professor Andreas Lopata

Bio-molecular studies for improved diagnosis and management of Australian 
children with fish allergy

$476,795

Dr India Bohanna

The transition from hospital to home: a longitudinal study of Indigenous 
traumatic brain injury (TBI)

$857,769

Dr Phurpa Wangchuk - Early Career Fellowships

Isolation and pre-clinical evaluation of small molecule anti-inflammatory 
compounds from hookworms

$309,436



TEDxJCUCairns - Mosquitoes: From foe to 
friend in the fight against dengue fever - 
Scott Ritchie
Professor Scott Ritchie leads a diverse group of health practitioners 
and research scientists whose collective goal is to prevent vector-
borne disease, especially dengue, in north Queensland. He is the 
principal investigator in the Eliminate Dengue program funded by 
the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation since its inception in 2005. 
Scott is also involved in new projects studying the potential impact of 
global warming on dengue in Australia, new pesticides for the control 
of Ae. aegypti and the development of novel mosquito traps for the 
detection of pathogens in mosquitoes and other disease vectors.

www.tedxjcucairns.com

TEDxJCUCairns - Turning toxins into tonics 
- David Wilson
As a boy David Wilson dreamed of becoming a scientist and working 
with spiders. He achieved that dream with a PhD that researched the 
Australian funnel-web spider venom. David currently manages the 
Advanced Proteomics and NMR Facility at the Australian Institute 
of Tropical Health and Medicine (AITHM), James Cook University. 
His research interests include exploring the potential of venom 
molecules, particularly from spiders, as novel drug leads for the 
treatment of diseases such as cancer.

www.tedxjcucairns.com

TEDxJCUCairns - Community Outreach
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TEDxJCUCairns - Toilets and taboos in the 
tropics - David MacLaren
David MacLaren is a public health researcher with two decades of 
experience in addressing community health issues in remote areas 
of the Solomon Islands and Papua New Guinea. His work focuses on 
understanding the complex interplay between biomedicine, health 
service provision and socio-cultural understandings of health. David 
uses participatory research methods with a range of partners from 
laboratory scientists, health service professionals and community 
leaders to address health issues such as tuberculosis, intestinal 
parasites and HIV.

www.tedxjcucairns.com



Community Outreach - Day of Immunology
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Day of Immunology - Townsville
The Day of Immunology was celebrated on the 1st May 2014 in 
Townsville, organised by two of the Queensland branch committee 
members, Dr Margaret Jordan and Ms Tammy Dougan. The event 
was well attended by approximately 120 members of the general 
public. Participants enjoyed a glass of wine or bubbly or a beer or 
softdrink accompanied by nibbles of cheese, biscuits and fruit, while 
browsing the many posters showing aspects of the immune system 
and its functions.  An interactive ITC was available for those wishing 
to “learn immunology in 5 mins”, and the CDs and booklets on “our 
incredible immune system” and “vaccinations” went down a treat. 

This open session was followed by four informative talks covering 
different topics of how incredible our immune is. Tammy Dougan 
opened the session by giving a short overview of immunology, 
which was then followed by topics on allergies and autoimmunity, 
addressing “Can Your Food Kill You?” (A/Prof Andreas Lopata) and 
“Worms! A Cure For Inflammatory Diseases?” (Dr Paul Giacomin). 

A/Prof Patrick Schaeffer wrapped up the session with a talk on how 
to “Help fight Melioidosis”. The floor was then opened to general 
questions that were fielded by our experts. The talks were most 
enjoyable and there was great cohesion due to the talent of our MC, 
Prof Alan Baxter. 

In order to get our students involved, we had a poster prize for the 
best student poster of the evening. This was won by Tiange {Susan) 
Lui, a PhD student from the Medical Genomics group at JCU. Due to 
the enormous success of this event, we endeavour to have a repeat 
performance this year. 

Any interested parties who would like to participate in giving a 
presentation to contact:

Margaret.Jordan@jcu.edu.au or Tammy.Dougan@jcu.edu.au



Community Outreach - Kids Science Tour
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Kids Science Tour 
BMDT Centre sponsored and organised in Cairns on Wednesday 19 
November 2014.

22 school aged kids participated in a variety of activities. They saw 
a real life tarantula being milked for its venom, they looked at hook 
worms at various stages of their life cycle under the microscope, and 
they had a half hour tour of the JCU aquarium. The  kid and their 
accompanying parents thoroughly enjoyed themselves. The event 
was considered a huge success, with plans to make it an annual 
event. 



Townsville

In December 2014, the awarded contractor Watpac Constructions 
and James Cook University signed the official contract for the 
construction of the tropical health research facility that incorporates 
a translational research facility.

The building will also have biological facilities, specialist laboratory 
support spaces and offices for AITHM staff.

The primary contribution of the facility will be in health security 
research, which will include the development of diagnostics tools, 
vaccines, and the identification of bacterial pathogens.

Infrastructure Update
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Townsville AITHM Building Progress

Architect Selected June 2013

Design Completed December 2014

Construction to Tender December 2014

Construction Commenced January 2015

Completion Date March 2016

Cairns AITHM Building Progress

Architect Selected August 2014

Design Completed February 2015

Construction to Tender August 2015

Construction Commenced December 2015

Completion Date March 2017

Townsville AITHM Construction 

Lawrence Springborg MP visiting Townsville 



Event Name        Date & Location
Professor Denise Doolan, QIMR Berghofer Medical Research Institute 

Translating genomic sequence data into effecive public health interventions

Thur 26 February, 1pm-2pm
JCU Cairns A3.2 Crowther Theatre 
videolinked to JCU Townsville 
134-010 Education Central

L. Philip Lounibos, Florida Medical Entomology Laboratory

Invasive Mosquitoes: Threats, Displacements, and Health Risks

Thur 12 March, 1pm-2pm
JCU Cairns A3.2 Crowther Theatre 
videolinked to JCU Townsville 
ATSIP Building 145-030

Details for upcoming events can be found at: http://www.aithm.jcu.edu.au/events/index.htm 

Please email aithm@jcu.edu.au if you would like to arrange videolinks into any of the AITHM seminars. AITHM is 
searching for seminar speakers for 2015, please contact Tania Clarke at tania.clarke@jcu.edu.au if you have any 
suggestions. All AITHM events are listed on the AITHM website www.aithm.jcu.edu.au/events and you can download 
the event flyers for more information.

Upcoming AITHM Events
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Professor Sam Behar

Pulmonary immunity and host resistance against tuberculosis

Wed 11 March, 2pm-3pm
JCU Townsville, 40-103 Padua 
Theatre videolinked to JCU Cairns 
A3.2 Crowther Theatre

Associate Professor Sabe Sabesan, Townsville Cancer Centre

Telehealth is part of core business

Wed 18 March, 12pm-1pm
JCU Townsville, 40-103 Padua 
Theatre videolinked to JCU Cairns 
A3.2 Crowther Theatre



Public Lecture - Cairns
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Science & Society in the Tropics  
Public Lecture Series
Division of Tropical Health  
& Medicine presents:

“Buzz Off! How Invasive Mozzies  
Complicate Lives” 
Mosquitoes are never welcome guests at a party and some 
species have invaded globally, taking over and threatening 
outbreaks of disease that they transmit. Distinguished 
Professor L. Philip Lounibos, from the University of Florida 
and AITHM researcher Professor Scott Ritchie from James 
Cook University will talk about invasions of Asian Tiger 
Mosquitoes and how they could upset the status quo and 
complicate lives of people living in Queensland.
Date:  Tuesday 10th March
Time: 6.30pm
Location:  Salt House Restaurant,  
 Pier point Road

All Welcomed


