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from the principal
I would like to thank everyone for their feedback on the parent, student and
staff School Opinion Surveys (SOS) for 2021. Feedback from parents is very
important for us and creates important feedback loops essential for any
partnership and whole school improvement. While the message from parents
and students is overwhelmingly affirming, there are some areas of work
needed for 2022. Plans are in place to address some of this feedback and to work more
effectively with students, parents and the community into 2022 and our 40th year of operation
as a Christian College. One of the areas mentioned was more work in the area of equipping
students in their faith and Christian walk. Discussions on this have already commenced in
response to the feedback and we look forward to sharing the programs in place responding
to the feedback received.
Not all feedback may be in the best interest of the whole college or is possible at this time. For
example, one parent commented that Stymie was a positive anti-bullying initiative. However,
they felt that they would have appreciated more feedback after the incident. Under the
privacy laws of Australia, I am required to keep the anonymity of all parties involved. Under
what is termed ‘natural justice’, I give the parties involved the main points to help them
understand the issues and respond accordingly. With the support of a highly skilled executive
team, we do our very best to ensure that a fair and suitable consequence is put in place
according to our Student Wellbeing Code of Behaviour. Please be assured that all serious
matters are referred on to external authorities but even the principal is often not provided
feedback from an investigation or professional support service.
Stymie has proved to be a great reporting tool, but it should never be used to voice a
complaint against a staff member or to get another student into trouble. If a student or a
parent wishes to discuss a matter which is not deemed bullying, the channel of
communication would normally follow biblical principles - make a time to meet the teacher in
person to discuss the matter (See Matthew 5:23 – 24). If the matter is still unresolved, parent(s)
would then meet with the appropriate deputy principal or myself. The college complaints and
grievance policies outline this process in more detail and
can be found on our website.
This week’s Stymie point for conversation is about the
importance of talking with each other and not gossiping
about others. I would encourage parents to follow-up on
this point next week with their children and specifically in
regard to comments made about others on Instagram
and other social media websites. Here are some helpful
bible references to assist in this conversation with your
children: Proverbs 11:13, Proverbs 25:9-10, Proverbs 16:28,
Proverbs 17:9, James 4:11 and Titus 3:2.
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from the principal cont’d
On a positive note, I would like to thank Mrs Mackereth for her wonderful work coordinating
the support of our Year 12s for their final ATAR exams. With only a few students to complete
their last exams we are pleased that the exam period is almost over. Thanks to all our
teachers who assisted in the administration of these exams and especially Mr Schneider
with the help of Mrs Broadley and Mrs Edmonds. Results from these exams are out in
December and we urge students to ensure that they check for their results as soon as they
are published. We look forward to hearing how you all went and celebrating your
collective achievements.
We are also looking forward to the final celebrations of life and learning for our Year 12
cohort this Wednesday night. Many of our students in this cohort commenced their
education at ACC in our kindergarten and will conclude their 14 years here at the college
on Friday morning. This week will be a key milestone in their young lives and a time to reflect
on the wonderful experiences they have shared throughout the course of their schooling.
As students move on to the next stage of their education be it at a worksite, further study at
university or TAFE or a vocational training, our deep hope is that the greatest thing they
have learnt is their identity in Christ and that they have formed a personal relationship with
Jesus as they embark on this next important journey as young adults.
Thanks also to Mr Aiden Frewen-Lord who will stand as the Deputy Principal (Primary) for the
remainder of this term. Mr Frew has ensured that the Year 4 – 5 celebration assembly and
the Remembrance Service ran incredibly well last week. Our Remembrance Service on
Thursday gave us time to solemnly reflect on the efforts of those who currently serve or have
served our great country. Thanks to Miss George and all the students who sang or laid
wreaths. Thanks to Paul Quast, a serving member and parent, who also spoke at our
assembly.
I would also commend our cadets who were involved in the Catafalque Party from the
beginning of the school day. The catafalque party usually consists of four members of an
armed guard who stand, their heads bowed, and their weapon reversed. They usually
stand approximately one metre from the catafalque (a raised structure to allow mourners
to file past) as a symbolic form of respect for those who have fallen. I would also like to
thank Chappy Phil and Chappy Chrissy who also ensured that this special day in our
calendar was remembered with great respect and love.
Moments like these make me so proud to be serving in a Christian School. Assemblies like
these remind our students about our shared history and the meaning of the word honour.
Lest we forget.

Blessings,
Andrew Jones
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From the Head of Primary
To those who don’t know me, I am Mr Aidan Frewen-Lord and I have been
acting as Deputy Principal for the Primary school for the last 2 weeks and will
continue in this role until the end of the year while Mr Rodney Lane is on Long
Service Leave.
Primary Awards
Today, we celebrated some of the
achievements in our Primary School at our
Primary Awards Assembly. We presented
students in Years 1-5 with their Memory Verse
Certificates, along with the Year 4 and 5 Class
Awards for this year.
As part of the life of our Primary School, we
have a number of Memory Bible verses that
students start learning from Kindy and
continue right through to Year Six. Each year, the goal is to retain the memory verses learnt in
previous years as well as adding new verses each year. One of our verses, 2 Timothy 3:16,
says, “All scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and
training in righteousness”. The Bible is God’s
written word and can be used in all aspects
of our lives. It takes time and commitment
to read, understand and memorise the
Memory Verses. It’s not about an
academic exercise – it’s about being
obedient to God and being prepared and
open for His will and purpose for our lives.
Congratulations to the 87 students who
received their Memory Verse Certificates
today.
Our Year 6 students will receive their Memory Verse award along with the class awards at the
Year 6 Graduation Assembly in Week 8. Parents of Year 6 students have received an email
with an invitation for the Graduation last week.
Christmas Production
You would have received a letter this week regarding the Christmas Production this year.
Due to Covid, we are required to make it a ticketed event and limit the number of
attendees. Please refer to the letter for more information about this. Please note, if you have
young children who can sit on your lap or will not require a chair, you do not need to
purchase a ticket for them.

Mr Aidan Frewen-Lord
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From the Head of Secondary
This term, as our Year 12s commenced their external examination period, our Year
10 students transitioned to senior studies by starting their Year 11 subjects. Apart
from a few teething issues with the timetable program and rolls, it has gone quite
smoothly with teachers reporting that they have adjusted enthusiastically to their
new studies. For those who chose Biology, they were straight into it, joining with the
new Year 12s on the camp at Paluma to complete important fieldwork to gather data for their first
task. They were followed later in the week by our new Year 12s for their leadership camp in
preparation for 2022. Thank you to all of our dedicated staff who gave up several evenings to
ensure these great opportunities for our students - especially Mr Robertson who spent the whole
week in Paluma for both the Biology and Leadership camps!
Secondary Celebration and Awards Evening
You are invited to attend our annual Celebration and Awards Evening at Pioneer Hall on
Wednesday 17th November, commencing at 6.45 pm. It is a wonderful evening to gather to
reflect on the year that's been and give thanks to God for all of the blessings and successes. We
also present a number of awards. For secondary students, two main awards are presented:
Principal's Commendation Award: awarded to students who have consistently scored very
highly in the non-academic learning areas (school report) and consistently scored ‘Excellent’
ratings in subject areas for academic effort; has not been subject to disciplinary matters at
school, OR, at the discretion of the Principal, has shown outstanding improvement in
character and attitude towards study and others.
Gold Academic Awards: Years 7-10: 4 A’s + 2 B’s; Years 11-12 3 A's + 2 B's
Silver Academic Awards: Years 7-10: 3 A’s + 2 B’s; Years 11-12 2 A's + 2 B's
Awards are determined from a student's cumulative grade as of the end of Term 3.
Lists of awardees have been posted on notice boards so that students can be aware if they are
receiving an award.
Please note that all students who attend the Celebration and Awards evening, regardless of
whether they are receiving and award or not, must be dressed in full formal uniform (minus
hat). Parents, please ensure that uniforms are neatly presented and shoes are polished. It is
expected that all students attending are in the company of a parent or responsible adult and
seated with them in the auditorium, unless allocated seating with awardees.
Subject Selection for Year 9 & 10 Electives 2020
Last term Year 8 and 9 students submitted initial subject selection information for electives. I then
use that data to determine how many classes we need to run for certain subjects and develop
subject lines that allow for the least amount of clashes. Students will be issued with final subject
selection forms for the elective they would like to take in 2022. These forms were due to the
Secondary Office on Wednesday 10th November. Some subjects can get over-subscribed so if
your child hasn’t returned their form yet, they risk missing out.
This week promises to be full and exciting week with the Year 12s finishing final exams, our
Celebration and Awards Evening and the Year 12 Graduation Friday morning. We’ll also be
treated to a preview performance by the cast of our musical production Oliver Jnr to open the
awards evening.

Mal Schneider
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VISIT BY REGISTERED NURSE FOR FREE PREP VISION SCREENING
Good vision is important for a child’s educational, physical and social development. Vision
screening checks for common eye conditions that may impact your child’s ability to see and
therefore impact their learning and development.
A Registered Nurse will be visiting the school on/between Monday/Tuesday 22 and
23/11/2021 to conduct vision screening for children in their prep year. Your child does not
need a Medicare card in order to participate in screening. If you wish to have your prep
child participate in this free vision screening program, please complete a consent form by
Monday 22/11/2021 Online or paper consent forms have been available and distributed to
you.
Parents do not need to be present for screening, however if you would like to be, please
contact the school to arrange this.
If your child’s vision is screened, you will be advised of the results in writing. If a vision concern
is found, you will receive a phone call from the nurse to discuss referral to an eye health
professional for further assessment. If a vision concern is identified and your child requires
glasses, eligible health care card holders may be assisted with free basic glasses through the
Spectacle Supply Scheme.
Participation in vision screening is not compulsory. If you do not wish for your child to
participate in screening, please complete the consent form and indicate that you wish to
decline screening.
If you have any questions, please contact the Primary School Nurse Health Readiness
Program on 1800 687 372.
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STABLE ON THE STRAND 2021 – is coming!!!!
Get your house decorated, put up a star, register at
https://www.stableonthestrand.com.au/stable-on-the-streets
and let’s light up Townsville in 2021. What a great opportunity to tell your
friends and neighbours about the true meaning of Christmas.
Get involved in the preparations for Stable at Riverway. A new venue, new
opportunities and a new part of town. Volunteer, donate, pray, sponsor – all
the details are on our website under
https://www.stableonthestrand.com.au/getinvolved
Or use your entertainment talents – there are heaps of opportunities for stage
or street entertainment from the 1st Dec around the city or at Riverway.
https://www.stableonthestrand.com.au/getinvolved#entertainment
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TERM FOUR 2021
Date

Event

Tuesday, 16 November

Prep Transition Morning

Wednesday, 17 November

Secondary Celebration & Awards Evening

Friday, 19 November

Year 12 Graduation & Final Day

Monday, 22 November

P & F Meeting

Wednesday, 24 November

Primary Christmas Production
Final Day Years 10 and 11

Friday, 26 November

Year 6 Graduation Assembly

Monday, 29 November

TCEA Meeting

Wednesday, 1 December

Year 6 into 7 Transition Day
Final Day of Term Four

Friday, 3 December

Uniform Free Day
P & F Market

TERM ONE 2022
Date

Event

Monday, 24 January

First Day of Term One

Wednesday, 26 January

Australia Day Holiday

Wednesday 17 November will be the final day for
TEAR READATHON donations /sponsorships to be uploaded on
the readathon site.
Please remind your friends and family of this fact so any
promised funds can be added.
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