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from the principal
On Friday we welcomed the Stable on the Strand folk and the three wise men ‘Big
Heads’. This year the Stable of the Strand will be Riverside and will be a wonderful
opportunity to once again share the message of Jesus with the community as we
read in the Bible (Luke 2:4-19). For those who are able to support this event, I thank
you. Support can come in many ways: volunteering, set-up and pack-up, financial
support or prayer. The focus of the event this year is slightly different to past years, but
the message remains the same. It is a great community event I hope you can all get behind and
support. Stable should return to the Strand in 2022.
World Teachers’ Day is celebrated in more than 100 countries and was established in 1994 by the
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO) as an occasion to highlight
the essential value of teachers in society and give thanks to them. This year, World Teachers’ Day will
be celebrated in Australia on Friday 29 October. It is an opportunity to celebrate the teachers who are
making, or have made, an impact on our lives. Whether you're a current student, have children in
school, or have been out of school for many years, World Teachers’ Day is a chance to say, ‘thank
you’. At Annandale Christian College we take a biblical approach to giving thanks for those who
educate our children. All our staff contribute in significant ways to teaching and learning so we give
thanks and honour those who work at the college: cleaners, IT, facilities, finance, office, learning
support, teacher aides and our wellbeing staff (counsellor and chaplains). It takes a strong team to be
effective so I would personally like to thank everyone for their work at the college and look forward to
the morning tea on Friday to recognise them all.
This year our P&F have organised Applegrams from the students to encourage and thank all our staff.
As we organised these thanks, we loved reading a comment from a primary student, “Of all the
thousands of teachers in this world, I am glad you are mine.” This is such an insightful comment and
testifies to the deep appreciation we all share for the staff here at the college. On this day, Staff
Appreciation Day 2021, let’s all join in thanking all our staff.
There have been many after hour events since our last newsletter as well as interesting and
educational excursions, swimming and sporting activities such as block sport. The recent Kindy and
Prep Parent Information Nights are much appreciated by our parents and take a great deal of time to
organise. Thanks to everyone involved for these.
I would also like to thank Miss Kennedy for her great work as our acting Deputy Principal (Primary). She
has been a great blessing to our community and will return to Year 6 on Monday. Mr Aidan FrewenLord will be the acting Deputy Principal for the remainder of the year until Mr Lane returns in 2022. I am
so grateful for the support afforded to both of our aspirant leaders to ensure a smooth transition into this
role and for the great work these wonderful Christian teachers do as the leaders of a large Primary
school.
Staff movements also arise through retirements, leave or other personal reasons and this is why
changes occur from year to year. Staff arrivals and departures are published in the newsletter and also
shared at P&F and TCEA meetings.
We are currently in the process of finalising our student enrolments for 2022, this information assists us
planning for the year. Classes from Kindergarten to Prep are filling fast, so if you know of families
interested in enrolling (especially folk from interstate), please encourage them to get their applications
in soon to avoid disappointment and being placed on a waiting list.
Please continue to pray for the Year 12 students who are concluding the year with a series of exams
which will assist them in their future careers, university entry or employment. Many hours of study and
preparation over 2 years is assessed in this short exam period which can bring with it considerable
pressure for the students and their families. I would like to thank all of those involved in supporting the
students and the ‘Chillout room’ which is provided to students between the morning and afternoon
exam blocks.
Paul’s letter to the Romans reminds us all, especially on this Staff Appreciation Day to: “Be kindly
affectionate to one another with brotherly love, in honour giving preference to one another; (V10)”.

Blessings, Andrew Jones
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From the Head of Primary
Term 4 is a busy term as we celebrate life and learning across the College. In
the primary school, one of our big celebrations is around memory verses. It is
exciting to see students engage with God’s word and such a privilege to be
able to acknowledge students’ efforts in learning these verses. Joshua 1:8
instructs us to, “Keep this book of the law always on your lips; meditate on it day
and night, so that you may be careful to do everything written in it. Then you will be
prosperous and successful.” One of the many joys of being part of the ACC community is
seeing students hold firmly to the truths of the bible and build on this knowledge as they
progress through the primary years.
Primary Awards Assembly
The Primary Awards Assembly will be held on Friday 12th November at 8:40am in Pioneer Hall.
During this assembly we will celebrate Year One to Five students who have memorised the
memory verses not only for their year level, but also for the year levels prior. We will also be
acknowledging our Year 4 and 5 students through their class awards.
Year 6 Graduation
On Friday 26th of November the Year 6 Graduation Ceremony will take place in Pioneer Hall.
This will commence at 8:40am and will finish at approximately 10am. This will be a great
opportunity to celebrate this cohort as they finish their primary schooling. After the ceremony,
students will enjoy an outing to Kingpin for some much-deserved fun! Year 6 families will
receive more information about these events early next week.
Road Safety
We have had a few concerns lately regarding student safety when travelling to and from
school. It is important for younger students to be supervised by an adult, especially when
riding bikes or scooters. Please remind your children not to ride on the road or through car
parks, and ensure that they have helmets on. The safety of our students is important and we
appreciate your assistance in keeping them safe!
Operation Christmas Child
It was fantastic to see all of the packed shoeboxes at assembly this morning. This year we
managed to break the ACC record, with 121 boxes! A huge thank you goes out to those
families who contributed boxes or supported classroom shoeboxes. Thank you also to Mrs
Whittle for coordinating Operation Christmas Child this year. I would also like to acknowledge
and thank C2 and Mrs Smith for their contribution towards the postage costs. C2 run the
recycling program across our college and kindly donated money from the 10 cent container
collection to this worthy cause.
Staff Appreciation Day
As we celebrate staff appreciation day today, I would also like to take this opportunity to
thank all of our staff for their hard work and dedication throughout the year. Again this week,
I have seen teachers and TAs go above and beyond to ensure our students are able to
enjoy authentic and engaging learning experiences. I have also witnessed the hard work of
our administration staff who work tirelessly to support students and staff in a myriad of ways.

Miss Megan Kennedy
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ROBOTICS COMPETITION
Annandale Christian College hosted the final
round of Interschool Robotics Competition
with 2 separate competitions: a Dance
Competition and a Battle Competition.
74 students from 6 schools competed on
Monday and our school had nine students

from Year 6 take part. They had to design, build
and code a robot during the day.
The Battle team from ACC had great success in
the Qualifying rounds taking out three straight
wins. Unfortunately in the final rounds our team
lost in the Semifinals.
The Dance team competed against 8 other
teams and managed to win the contest by
less than 1 point!
The day was a lot of fun and the students
involved have shown great teamwork,
design skills, coding skills and resilience
through the competition.
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YEAR 5/6 MATHS GAMES AND MATHS OLYMPIAD
Our Year 5 and 6 students have been working hard this
year to further develop their mathematical problemsolving skills by taking part in the annual Maths Games
and Maths Olympiad programs. This involved them
participating in five sessions of problem-solving
throughout the year, with five worded problems each
time from a range of mathematical topics. Across
Australia, over 70 000 students took part in these
programs in 2021.
We had 23 students take part in Maths Games and 13 in
Maths Olympiad. Five of our students achieved scores
in the top twenty-five percent of the competition in
Maths Games, including Amelia, Chelsea, Beatrix and
Nicolae. A special mention goes to Mia for achieving
an overall score in the top two percent of the Maths
Games. In the Maths Olympiad, we had three Year 6
students perform in the top twenty-five percent of this
challenging competition: Grace, Sterling and David.
David achieved an impressive individual score, which placed him in the top ten percent of
Maths Olympiad participants.
Congratulations to all students involved!
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STABLE ON THE STRAND 2021 – is coming!!!!
Get your house decorated, put up a star, register at
https://www.stableonthestrand.com.au/stable-on-the-streets
and let’s light up Townsville in 2021. What a great opportunity to tell your
friends and neighbours about the true meaning of Christmas.
Get involved in the preparations for Stable at Riverway. A new venue, new
opportunities and a new part of town. Volunteer, donate, pray, sponsor – all
the details are on our website under
https://www.stableonthestrand.com.au/getinvolved
Or use your entertainment talents – there are heaps of opportunities for stage
or street entertainment from the 1st Dec around the city or at Riverway.
https://www.stableonthestrand.com.au/getinvolved#entertainment
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TERM FOUR 2021
Date

Event

1 - 2 November

Senior Biology Camp

3 - 5 November

Year 11 Leadership Camp

Thursday, 11 November

Remembrance Day Assembly - 10.30am

Friday, 12 November

Primary Awards Assembly

Tuesday, 16 November

Prep Transition Morning

Wednesday, 17 November

Secondary Celebration & Awards Evening

Friday, 19 November

Year 12 Graduation & Final Day

Monday, 22 November

P & F Meeting

Wednesday, 24 November

Primary Christmas Production
Final Day Years 10 and 11

Friday, 26 November

Year 6 Graduation Assembly

Monday, 29 November

TCEA Meeting

Wednesday, 1 December

Year 6 into 7 Transition Day
Final Day of Term Four

Friday, 3 December

Uniform Free Day
P & F Market

TERM ONE 2022
Date

Event

Monday, 24 January

First Day of Term One

Wednesday, 26 January

Australia Day Holiday
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