
 

  

 

 

TERM FOUR WEEK TWO 

 

During Term 3, Year 8 students learnt about rocks and minerals.   Dr Jan Huizenga 

and his team from JCU ran a practical session with the students where they had 

to identify different types of rocks and minerals.   
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from the principal 
Zumba, coloured socks, Uniform Free Dress days for Compassion, sausage 

sizzles and Dr Robi all seem a little incongruent but they worked incredibly 

well as we celebrated life and learning and Mental Health Week. I am so 

thankful for the opportunity to have an international and dynamic speaker 

like Dr Robi to present these engaging messages about mental health and 

well -being with parents, teachers and students alike. It truly reflected the mission and 

partnership we have as a community under the Lordship of Christ. The task ahead of us now 

is to keep up the momentum of these messages in our classrooms, our homes and in our day 

to day lives. I would like to thank the many folk involved in organizing our guest speaker and 

the many people involved in the events throughout the week ð this was an outstanding 

positive message for our children.  

 

Fencing  

The new fence for our external boundary is nearing completion. The gaps in the fence will 

have gates for our grounds staff and to allow access for other purposes. We hope that 

fabrication of these gates will be completed soon so we can focus our attention on the next 

important project to improve our facilities.  

 

External Examinations  

Our very first year of external exams will be undertaken next week so I ask that you continue 

to pray for a calm and smooth running of these exams. Itõs a new process with considerable 

time and effort having been invested in the process to ensure that all our students do the 

best that they can. Please remind your children to be quiet when near E Block (the STEM 

building) and to not play near this area for the 3 week period.  

 

Swimming Lessons  

Thanks to all our teachers and parents for your support with getting our children ready for 

swimming. As so many of our children have access to pools, creeks or waterholes, I am 

grateful that ACC has always ensured that our students are provided time to ensure they 

learn to swim.  

  

Christian Education  

This section of my newsletter item has been a series of ôquick writesõ about Christian 

education at Annandale Christian College and this week Iõd like to comment on biblically-

informed teaching and learning. All teachers throughout Australia seek to provide quality 

learning, teaching and assessment for all of their students. At ACC we also work very hard to 

do this while ensuring our lessons are biblically -informed. When Jesus asked his disciples to 

ôFollow meõ he was expecting them to dedicate their whole lives to serve God. So that is 

why we as Christian teachers in a Christian school we also dedicate our time to serving Him 

through everything that we do with our students.  
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from the principal contõd 
Christian education informs, invites and inspires young people to live according to a biblical 

worldview. In 2 Timothy 3:16 -17 Paul writes that ôAll Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for 

teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the servant of God may 

be thoroughly equipped for every good work.õ  At ACC we strive to provide learning that 

engages students in what we refer to as ôBiblical Threadsõ. These key threads are woven into 

the curriculum and draw together meaning and purpose for all students. In many ways they 

act to integrate learning whether the student is in kindergarten or in Chemistry in Year 12.  To 

understand this better, teachers use our pedagogical framework to make decisions on how to 

best approach the Australian syllabus content as well as the general capabilities of literacy, 

numeracy, critical and creative thinking and ethical understanding, for example. Interestingly, 

the Australian Curriculum begins their presentation about its three dimensions by stating that it 

ôenables an integrated approach to teaching and learningõ which is something we have 

always contended as critical to effective learning.  
 

What we definitely donõt want to do it to teach an isolated Biblical reference without a 

context. This is known as ôtackinessõ.  This approach does not provide the depth, breadth or 

the fullness and integrity of the Scriptures. Having ôBiblical Threadsõ as a driver in learning 

means that teachers can make decisions about what is important to learning and what is not 

as important to learning. Teachers are encouraged to go ônarrow but deepõ rather than ôwide 

and shallowõ. The research into quality learning from across the world also supports a more 

focussed approach. As the Australian Curriculum is revised (see the suggested timeline 

attached) we will also see a more ôdecluttered curriculumõ for our teachers and students 

which is a wonderful new development.  
 

I would also suggest that the factor impacting most on learning at a Christian school is our 

partnerships between parents, teachers, students and the wider community. Knowing that I 

can ask a parent for help with a reading group, assist with a Duke of Edinburgh adventure or  

support our teachers on World Teachers Day on the 30 th October, is one of the many reasons 

why people choose independent Christian schools.  

 

Bɳesˡ˔ngʟ 

Anˍɼˏʤ J˛ɶeʟ 
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From the Head of  Secondary  

I was very encouraged to see the good turnout at the parent session with Dr 

Robi on Monday night.   We had over 50 families represented at the hall and 25 

viewers on the live stream.   Feedback form students on his presentations has 

been overwhelmingly positive.   I really hope and pray that our students will come 

away with more confidence and strategies to not just navigate the world of social media but 

become transformational positive change agents.   I think Chappy Cath for the work she did in 

coordinating with Dr Robi to get him to come to Townsville and Year 12 student Constance 

Phiri, whose vision for Mental Health Week this year was the catalyst to get things going.  

 

The Social Dilemma  

To tie in with our theme last week of Social Media during Mental Health week, if you have a 

Netflix subscription I strongly encourage you as a family to view the documentary The Social 

Dilemma .  Hosted by designers and leaders in the social media industry, the documentary is an 

eye -opening insight into how social media actively works to influence behaviour.   It will be sure 

to spark some great dinner -table conversation.  

 

Celebration and Awards Evening  

Due to COVID restrictions, we have had to re -think our end -of -year events in order to manage 

crowd sizes to comply with physical distancing regulations.   Therefore, what used to be the 

òCelebration and Graduationó evening will now be split into two different events with the ôYear 

12 Graduationõ part now taking place on what used to be the final Year 12 Assembly.  The 

following will apply to the events:  

 

Celebration and Awards Evening:   Wednesday 18 th November 6.45pm.    

Restricted to students receiving awards, students involved in musical items, invited guests, staff 

and one  parent/family representative per student in the hall.  

 

The event will be live streamed so others can watch it at home.  

 

Year 12 Graduation Ceremony:   Friday 20 th  November 8.45am.    

Restricted to Year 12, Year 11 Year 1 students, students involved in musical items, siblings of 

Year 12 students, invited guests, staff and two parent/family representatives per graduate in 

the hall.  The rest of the school will still be involved in the final goodbye on the oval at the 

conclusion of the ceremony.  

 

The event will be live streamed so others can watch it at home.   

 

I am thankful that these important events can still go ahead and appreciate your 

understanding of the measures we have taken to ensure that we comply COVID 

regulations.  More detailed information about both events will be communicated closer to the 

time.   
 

Mal Schneider 
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The Department of Transport and Main Roads (TMR) will undertake a program of 

works on the Bowen Road Bridge in October and November 2020 to replace the 

bridgeõs deck wearing surface and expansion joints.  Replacing the deck wearing 

surface and expansion joints will improve travel conditions for motorists, reduce 

ongoing maintenance and help to ensure the longevity of the Bowen Road Bridge.  

 

Full closures of the Bowen Road Bridge will be required over three separate  

weekends to enable crews to safely and efficiently complete the works.  

The Bowen Road Bridge will be closed to ALL traffic over the following weekends,  

weather permitting:  

 

¶ Friday 16 October to Monday 19 October  

¶ Friday 23 October to Monday 26 October  

¶ Friday 6 November to Monday 9 November  

 

Closures will occur from 6pm Friday evening to 6am Monday morning each 

weekend.  

REMINDER: Upcoming weekend closures  

of the Bowen Road Bridge ð Oct -Nov 2020  
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The ACC Lego Club started with great 

enthusiasm on Thursday.  The group 

began by brainstorming their own list of 

Club Rules to ensure the Lego was used 

safely and generously. Then the 

creating began!  The decision to make 

our first week a ôfree buildingõ session 

encouraged lots of animated dialogue 

and resulted in some very unique 

constructions.   

 

One of the Club members requested 

that a couple of minutes at the end of 

each session be set aside to allow Club members to view and admire other peoples' work!  

 

We look forward to seeing everyone next week!   

DO YOU HAVE ANY 

LEGO you could 

donate???  

 

Lego club has 

commenced and 

we would be 

excited to accept 

any donations.  
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In 2021 laptops will be 

compulsory for Year 10 

students as part of their 

equipment list. For stu-

dents in Year 11 and 12 in 

2021 laptops will remain 

optional.  

 

Electronic Order Forms 

have now been emailed 

to all families of Years 9 -

11.   

 

DUE DATE FOR THE DE-

POSIT AND ORDER 

FORMS IS FRIDAY 23RD 

OCTOBER.   

Well done to Year 9 student 

Thomas Berry for his 

dedication, effort and 

achievement in 

participating in the 2020 

Paluma Push on the 

weekend (Sunday, 11 th 

October).  

 

It was Thomasõs first time 

participating in the event - 

he rode the 42km 

Recreational Course, 

finishing in 2:08:14 - 46th 

overall out of 189 riders, and 

9th in the Junior Under 17 

Boys Division. 

PALUMA PUSH  
SUCCESS 
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Chappy Corner  

FREEDOM! 
 

What a wonderful time we had with Dr. Robi here at school for Mental Health 

week.  

 

Iõm sure the wisdom he imparted to us as staff, parents and 

students will stay with us as we negotiate some of the difficult 

seasons of life.  

 

He included a few definitions of freedom in his presentations to  

the students and as I walked around in break time on Wednesday  

many of the conversations were about this.  The students I spoke to  

were quick to remind me what he had said about freedom.  

 

¶ Low Freedom  

¶ High Freedom  

¶ Negative Freedom  

¶ Positive Freedom  

 

All are freedom!  But not all are wise.  

  

They really were listening and taking it all in.  

His talks were engaging as well as challenging 

and Iõm sure the information will continue to 

be useful as it becomes more and more 

obvious it is applicable to everyday life 

situations at school and at home.  

 

Itõs good for us to think about our own 

freedom and to determine what it actually means for us personally.  To come to a place 

where we work out for ourselves that we have very high freedom and are completely ôfreeõ to 

choose who we will become.  Free to empower ourselves as we acknowledge the truth that 

each and every day we are presented with the gift of choice.  Whether itõs in how we are 

proactive or reactive.  Reminding ourselves that negative freedom usually has negative 

consequences and we are not free from the consequences of our choices.  

 

Seek God and choose His wisdom in every situation.  

 

Letõs choose life  in all its fullness!  

Blessings  

from the Chappy Office  

)¯® |~µ ®q]® ·~¯ô´j o~¯|h ~¯®  

·~¯ h~|ô® q]´j ®~ zr«®j| ®~ «r|  

tell you what to do, and have 

discovered the delight of  

listening to God telling you,  

what a surprise! A whole,  

healed, put together life  

right now, with more and  

more of life on the way. 
 

Romans 6:22  

 The Message  
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We have 399 members 

signed up to our  ACC 

Community Facebook 

page.   Join in on the 

conversations, questions 

and comments which 

are helping to build our 

community.   

 

Request today to join the  

ACC Community page.  


