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Mr Marcel le Cali tz
Col lege Pr incipal

We value the ins ights that parents and carers add to
col laborative meetings.  Partnership with famil ies is  very
important.   

A big thank you to parents and carers who helped make
Book Week such a memorable experience. The costumes
and props, that even included a gingerbread house and a
bus, added colour and excitement bef itt ing our celebration
of l i terature.  

I t  i s  so wonderful  to see the enthusiasm with which pr imary
students part icipate in the l i teracy intervention program
with Mrs McClymont.  An important part of the l i teracy
support is  the recommended 15 minutes of reading with a
parent/carer at home. I  highly recommend invest ing in t ime
to read with chi ldren at home to foster a love of reading. 

Teachers and Teacher Aides wi l l  al l  receive a copy of Dr
Ross Greene’s book, Lost at School,  as part of our
profess ional reading that informs our col laborative and
proactive solut ions approach to enhance our support of
students and bui lding partnerships with parents and carers.
  
I  pray that “‘The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make
his face shine on you and be gracious to you; the Lord turn
his face towards you and give you peace’” 
(Numbers 6:  24 – 26).   



What an adventurous fortnight we have had! This  week we
celebrated Book Week which was themed, ‘Book an
Adventure’ .  I t  was great to see al l  the amazing costumes at
our Book Character Parade. Thank you to our famil ies for
making costumes and for those who came to our Parade. A
special  thanks to our L ibrary Staff ,  Rachel Frewen-Lord,
Rachel Mudge and Christ ina Doye for al l  your organisat ion to
help us celebrate the joy of reading. Our students f rom Prep
to Year 3 also had a vis i t  f rom the author Nikki  Rogers.  She
was very engaging as she shared with the students the
process of making a story book. Our Year 6 students also
returned f rom their  Canberra Tour.  What an adventure that
was! Thank you for your prayers dur ing the tour.
 
Interhouse Cross Country
We have our Cross Country next Fr iday, 29  August.
Unfortunately i t  does not look l ike the Baskebal l  Courts wi l l
be open before this  event.  Mrs Stark has organised
alternative routes and s i tt ing areas for parents.

t h

 
Swimming Lessons
Primary students in Years 1 to 6 wi l l  do a 4-day intensive of
swimming lessons during Week 7 and 8 of this  term. Lessons
wi l l  be conducted at Love2Swim, Long Tan Pool in Heatley.
Our students in Years 1 and 2 wi l l  have 30min lessons and our
students in Years 3 to 6 wi l l  have 45min lessons.  Students wi l l
be assessed at the f i rst  lesson to be placed into the
appropriate group for the remainder of the week. Transport
to and f rom the swim centre each day wi l l  be via a local bus
company. There are no addit ional costs for the swimming
lessons or the coach transport .
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I t  certainly has been an interest ing last couple of weeks.
I ’ve had a great t ime with 24 of our Year 10 S i lver Duke of
Edinburgh Award students,  canoeing and hik ing on our
adventurous journeys.  I  value these t imes as i t  gives me an
opportunity to connect with our students in the alternative
sett ing of the outdoors.  I  wi l l  be taking some t ime off  at
various t imes later this  term. Wednesday to Fr iday next week
I’ l l  be undergoing some medical treatment and in the last
week I ’ l l  be using some of my long service leave to go and
vis i t  my f i rst  grandchi ld in Bendigo, Victor ia.  Mr Smith wi l l  be
Acting DP in my absence. 

Exam Block
The exam block schedule has been sent to students and
parents.  Exam block commences on Thursday 4  September
and concludes for Yrs  8-10 on the Tuesday 9th September
and Yrs 10,  11 & 12 on the 11th September.  I t  i s  a l i t t le
disjointed this  year due to Interschool Chess and a Student
Free Day punctuating the exam period. I t  has necessitated
a ‘soft  start ’  for some subjects pr ior to the formal exam
block in the hal l .  This  exam block not only al lows us to run
mock external exams for out Yr12’s under s imi lar condit ions,
i t  also provides other year levels  practice in s i t t ing exams in
a more formal s i t t ing in the hal l .  Years 10-12 may study f rom
home when not attending exams, provided that a s igned
exemption form has been submitted. P lease ensure that you
and your chi ld read careful ly the rules and protocols
surrounding this .  P lease note that absences f rom exams due
to i l lness or misadventure must be accompanied by a
documentation such as a medical cert i f icate. 

t h

Tr imester Change Over
Tr imester 3 for Year 7 & 8 subjects starts  on Monday 25   
August.  New t imetables wi l l  distr ibuted to students this  week
so they can prepare for their  new round of subjects.  

t h
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Policy Spotl ight:  Draf t ing of Student Assignments (writ ten
and non-writ ten) work

Teachers and other part icipants in the teaching and
learning process play a s ignif icant role in the draft ing of
student assessment responses.  I t  i s  important to make the
dist inct ion between feedback given as part of the teaching
and learning process and structured feedback given as part
of developing an assessment response. The purpose of
viewing student drafts  i s  to provide students with feedback
so that improvements can be made to the response.
Draft ing is  a consultat ion process,  not a marking process.
The col lege has a Draft ing Pol icy to make it  c lear to
students,  parents and teachers,  expectations around
draft ing and draft  feedback in l ine with the Queensland
Curr iculum and Assessment Authority.  The pol icy is  avai lable
on our col lege website and covers areas such as:

1.  What a draft  i s
2.  What sort  of feedback is  provided
3. Rules around draft submiss ion and feedback
4. Suggested draft ing strategies.
To access the pol icy you can go to:
https://www.acc.qld.edu.au/education/assessment/

Mr Mal Schneider
Deputy Pr incipal Seconday

https://www.acc.qld.edu.au/education/assessment/
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Congratulat ions to Hal le on being selected to represent
the school in the Northern Cricket team 
10-12yrs Gir ls  to compete in Br isbane at the State
Championship in September.  Special  thanks to the parents
and carers who help get these students to the tr ials .

Congratulations to our School Spor t  Representative

QATSIF Round 15 Scholarship

Congratulat ions to QATSIF Round 15
Scholarship holder Issabel lah R who recently
attended a graduation ceremony at JCU. 
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   KEY DATES 2025  

DATE EVENT

25 - 28 August Swimming Lessons (Year 2 - 4)

Monday, 25 August TCEA Meeting

Tuesday, 26 August ICAS Test (Maths)

Friday, 29 August Primary Interhouse Cross Country

Friday, 29 August QUT Guest Speakers in Business Class (Yr 9&10)

Monday, 1 September Year 12 Aquatic Fishing Assessment

Monday, 1 September PnF Meeting

Tuesday, 2 September Student and Parent Info Meeting - China Trip

Wednesday, 3 September Interschool Chess Round 3

Thursday, 4 September Father’s Day Stall

Friday, 5 September STUDENT FREE DAY 

Tuesday, 9 September Father’s Night in K2 (Prep)

Wednesday, 10 September Kindy Father’s Afternoon - Combined Event

Wednesday, 10 September Father’s Night in K1 (Prep)

Friday, 12 September Year 12 Formal

14 - 25 September China Trip

16 - 17 September Team Photos
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