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When I  v is i ted a Year 12 class this  week, I  had an opportunity
to watch a student presentation. Whi lst  I  was impressed with
the qual i ty of the content and the poignant digital
presentation that the student had prepared, the fun, and
support f rom peers and the teacher that permeated the
interactions in that class made it  a memorable experience.  

On ref lect ion, that class provided an experience of our vis ion
to be a Col lege that celebrates l i fe and learning through
Christ-centred Education. In his  book, The Air  We Breathe ,  Glen
Scrivener raises awareness of the radical,  last ing, pervasive
change Jesus’  teaching and interactions had on Western
culture’s v iews on equal i ty,  compassion, f reedom, service, and
kindness.  Christ-centred education focusses our attention on
how God sees us and raises awareness for each student of
their  unique God given purpose. This  awareness informs our
responsibi l i t ies,  dif ferentiat ion and diverse aspirat ions.    

When Jesus was asked “Teacher,  which is  the greatest
commandment in the Law?’ Jesus repl ied: ‘“Love the Lord your
God with al l  your heart and with al l  your soul  and with al l  your
mind.” This  i s  the f i rst  and greatest commandment.  And the
second is  l ike i t :  “Love your neighbour as yourself ” – Matthew
22: 36 – 39 (NIV).  The Bible teaches us that “Love is  patient,
love is  k ind. I t  does not envy, i t  does not boast,  i t  i s  not proud.
It  does not dishonour others,  i t  i s  not self-seeking, i t  i s  not
easi ly angered, i t  keeps no record of wrongs.  Love does not
del ight in evi l  but rejoices with the truth.  I t  always protects,
always trusts ,  always hopes, always perseveres” – 1 Corinthians
13:4-7 (NIV).   

At ACC, we aim to bui ld a safe, support ive, and Christ-centred
community.  To ensure that we set each other up to feel  safe
and supported in our community,  everyone has the fol lowing
responsibi l i t ies:   

To let others feel  safe and supported onl ine as wel l  as in
physical sett ings.   
When students feel  upset,  they should report rather than
react.   
Courage is  the abi l i ty to engage with a task when someone
feels uncertain,  anxious,  and out of their  comfort zone.

Our expectation is  that staff  wi l l  support students to ref rain
f rom put downs and/or hurtful  words/ looks.  We want to hone
students’  sk i l l s  to bui ld and maintain a safe and support ive
community.   
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Welcome back to the new semester.  I  hope you al l  had a
lovely break. Term Three is  always a big term with dif ferent
events.  

Parent Teacher Interviews
Our Parent Teacher Interviews are scheduled for next week
and wi l l  be an opportunity to discuss your chi ld’s  progress
and report card. I f  you did not get an opportunity to book an
interview, please contact your chi ld’s  classroom teacher.

Year 1 to 6
The interviews for students in Years 1 to 6 wi l l  be located in
the Hal l .  They wi l l  be 10mins long across 2 days:  Tuesday 29th
July and Thursday 31st July f rom 3:20-5:30pm. 

Prep
The Prep interviews wi l l  take place in the Prep classrooms.
They wi l l  be 15 minutes long over 3 days:  Tuesday 29th July,
Wednesday 30th July and Thursday 31st July f rom 3:15-
5:30pm. 

Year 5 Camp  
Our Year 5s have just  returned f rom their  camp to Virginia
Park Stat ion, a working catt le stat ion 80 kms west of
Townsvi l le,  and Charters Towers,  as part of the Year 5 studies
of ear ly outback l i fe in Austral ia.  Students were taught how to
pan for gold, explored the s ignif icance of Charters Towers in
the Gold Rush era, and experienced catt le property l i fe
including cow milk ing, horse r iding, bonf ires and camp
cooking. This  camp is  always a highl ight for our students.

Year 6 Canberra Tour – Term 3 Week 5
Our Year 6 students wi l l  be going on a tour to Canberra. They
wi l l  be undertaking an education tour of the national capital
where the students wi l l  be given the opportunity to
part icipate in a variety of educational programs with a focus
on Austral ia’s  history,  culture, her itage and democracy. I t  i s  a
seven day / s ix  night camp f rom 10  August to 16  August.t h t h

The Austral ian Government recognises the importance of al l
young Austral ians being able to vis i t  the national capital  as
part of their  Civics and Cit izenship education. 
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To ass ist  famil ies in meeting the costs of the excurs ion the
Austral ian Government is  contr ibut ing funding of $750 per
student under the Par l iament and Civics Education Rebate
(PACER) program towards those costs .  

Interhouse Cross Country 
The Pr imary Interhouse Cross-Country wi l l  be held in week 7 –
Fr iday 29th August.  Al l  students wi l l  be running off icial
distances within the Col lege grounds and surrounding
community.  More detai ls  and the t imetable wi l l  be sent to
parents closer to the event.

Swimming Lessons
Primary students in Years 1 to 6 wi l l  do a 4-day intensive of
swimming lessons during Week 7 and 8 of this  term. Lessons
wi l l  be conducted at Love2Swim, Long Tan Pool in Heatley.
Our students in Years 1 and 2 wi l l  have 30min lessons and our
students in Years 3 to 6 wi l l  have 45min lessons.  Students wi l l
be assessed at the f i rst  lesson to be placed into the
appropriate group for the remainder of the week. Transport
to and f rom the swim centre each day wi l l  be via a local bus
company. There are no addit ional costs for the swimming
lessons or the coach transport .

Book Week
Week 6 is  Book Week, which means we wi l l  once again have
book characters wandering our school!  I f  you don’t want to
do last minute sewing, can I  encourage you to have a chat
to your chi ld about who they want to go as for Book
Character Day.

Term Three Class Assemblies
Below is  the l i st  of classes that wi l l  be presenting i tems at the
Primary Assemblies this  term. Our Whole School NAIDOC
assembly has been moved to Week 3 on Thursday. P lease
refer to any communication f rom the classroom teacher,  as
dates can change f rom t ime to t ime.

See next page for t imetable
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Welcome to Term 3.  I  ended last term with 11 r iders f rom our
Mountain Bike Club competing at the Interschool Competit ion
held at the Douglas MTB reserve. I t  was pleasing to see many
of the r iders improve in their  sk i l l  and conf idence with a
number of them competing for the f i rst  t ime. Congratulat ions
to our Senior Gir ls  r ider,  Amy-Leigh, who came 3  in her
category.  Unfortunately,  we didn’t  have a team in the Paluma
Push as i t  was in the hol idays -  maybe next year.  

r d

Parent-Teacher Interviews 
Just a reminder that i f  you weren’t  able to secure an
appointment with a teacher who you real ly wish to meet with
at our recent parent-teacher interviews, please emai l  them to
organise either a phone or face-to-face interview at a
mutual ly agreeable t ime. 

Year 8 Adventure Day Camp
On Thursday and Fr iday next week, the Year 8’s  wi l l  be
heading out on 2 days of adventure-based learning. They wi l l
be canoeing in Ross River and doing high ropes at Herveys
Range. The purpose of the two days is  to develop resi l ience,
conf idence and team work,  as wel l  a learn what God’s word
has to say about overcoming fear.  Parents of Year 8,  just  a
reminder that the Thursday evening f inishes at Kingpin.  Your
chi ldren are to be picked up f rom there. 

Inter-House Athletics Carnival
Our annual inter-house athlet ics carnival  wi l l  be held on
Tuesday the 29th of July at the Townsvi l le Sports Reserve (Red
Track) 24 Burke St,  North Ward. The carnival  provides an
opportunity for healthy competit ion between the four houses
and serves as the selection process for the interschool team.
Students wi l l  bus to and f rom the Col lege to the Sports
Reserve. The bus wi l l  depart ACC at 8:30am and wi l l  leave the
Townsvi l le Sports Reserve at 2:30pm.

The program wi l l  run f rom 9:00am- 2:15pm.

If  you intend to drop your chi ld direct ly to the venue in the
morning, please advise the Secondary off ice in advance.  I t  i s
important that chi ldren s ign in on arr ival  and s ign out with
their  respective house teacher pr ior to departure.   
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Parent are very welcome to attend and cheer on the
competitors .  Further information, including the program, wi l l
be coming out short ly.  

Cyber Safety Update: L ive Video Chats & Use of Webcams  
L ive Video Chat and use of Webcams is  current ly popular with
young people. These apps can have posit ive outcomes, but
there are also some ser ious potential  dangers that need to be
considered. For example, Omegle (re- launched as Uhmegle)
was shut down due to being connected with grooming
activit ies by paedophi les.  Towards the end of last  term, we
discovered that some of our students have been using this
app not just  at home, but at school as wel l .  Fortunately our IT
Team detected this  and we were able to act swift ly.  The use
of such apps at school without expl icit  permiss ion f rom a staff
member is  a breach of our ICT Pol icy.  

At our last  assembly I  spoke at length about the use of video
chats and protective measures that students can employ i f
engaging in the use i f  such apps.  When engaged in onl ine
chatt ing activity at home it  i s  st i l l  important to consider
safety.  This  can be addressed by: 

• Considering who you are chatt ing to and what you are
sharing with them.
• Remembering that what you share on camera ( including
things in the background) can give away personal
information.
• Real is ing that webcam or l ive video footage can also be
recorded by someone and then potential ly shared and
uploaded anywhere onl ine.

There are excel lent resources and information on the  
https://www.carlyryanfoundation.com/ website.  

MID-YEAR CHECK-UP
As we get into second semester now is  a good t ime to do a
bit  of a check-up to see i f  students can improve their
approach to their  learning. Parents,  you may l ike to go
through these quest ions with your chi ld and together set
goals for Semester 2.  
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You can learn more about being more effective and eff icient
in your schoolwork at www.studyski l l shandbook.com.au by
logging in with these detai ls :
 username:  annandalecc
 password:   learnsmart

Mr Mal Schneider
Deputy Pr incipal Secondar y

http://www.studyskillshandbook.com.au/


 Term 3
Week 2

10

Just a reminder that ICAS wi l l  return to ACC in August this  year.  The ICAS
competit ion chal lenges your chi ld,  motivates them to succeed and
provides you with an objective ranking of their  academic performance.
The tests are ful ly onl ine and registrat ion closes on July 28 .   t h
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ACC Str i ng  Ens emble  Mus i c  Even i ngACC Str i ng  Ens emble  Mus i c  Even i ng
Wednesday 30th Ju ly,  6 :30pm, P ioneer Hal l

Al l  are welcome to at tend and suppor t  our  ACC s t r ing players .

Our ACC Str ing Ensembles  have been rehears ing s ince

term 1 and now i t ' s  t ime for  them to share the i r  beaut i fu l

mus ic  wi th  us .
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Lower Primary Parents :  You 're
invited to Afternoon Tea !

Come along to have a c hat  and a bi te to eat  wi th  eac h other  and

some of  the ACC Wel lbeing Team. 

We'd LOVE to see you.

Fr iday,  August  15  | 2:15pm-3:15pm
t h

Outs ide the Hal l
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Kids Do Well  I f  They Can! 

Collaborative Proactive Soloutions (CPS) is  the work of psychologist  and
author,  Dr Ross W Greene. Dr Greene's evidence-based approach is
centred on solving the problems that cause behaviour,  not merely
modifying behaviour.  He bel ieves that i f  we understand why and when a
chi ld is  behaving in a certain way, we can help them problem-solve in a
col laborative and proactive way to f ind a solut ion that meets both the
needs of the chi ld and those who have a behaviour expectation the chi ld
is  required to meet (usual ly teachers,  parents or peers) .  

Dr Greene bases his  work on f ive key paradigm shifts ,  one of these being
“Kids do wel l  i f  they can.” This  contrasts with behaviour modif ication
techniques that use rewards.  Such techniques presume that the chi ld has a
motivational issue. Dr Greene’s research discovered that for most chi ldren
motivation isn’t  the issue underly ing their  chal lenging behaviour,  but in
fact the issue is  a lack of sk i l l s  to consistent ly meet the required behaviour
expectations in a variety of s i tuations.  The behaviour that doesn’t  meet
expectations is  seen as a s ignal that there is  an underly ing problem. 

Working together,  adults  help chi ldren to identi fy these underly ing
problems using an “ask the kid” approach. e.g.  “ I  notice you are f inding i t
t r icky to focus on your book during s i lent reading t ime. What ’s  up?”
Working together,  the chi ld then develops ski l l s  as they negotiate win-win
solut ions.  

The Wel lbeing and Learning Support teams at ACC have been learning
about the CPS approach so that we can support students to solve
problems and develop ski l l s  that wi l l  enable them, over t ime, to meet
behaviour expectations.  We want to be in a space where we are working
proactively so chi ldren don’t need to s ignal to us that they need help
through adaptive behaviours,  rather than wait ing for the behaviours to
occur and then reacting to them in a way that never gets around to
identi fy ing and address ing the underly ing problems.  

I f  you have any quest ions or thoughts about this  approach I ’d love to hear
about them! Contact me to arrange a t ime to meet
tf ragnito@acc.qld.edu.au 

Have a great term! 
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Tania Fragnito 
Director of Student Wellbeing 

mailto:tfragnito@acc.qld.edu.au


   KEY DATES 2025  

DATE EVENT

Tuesday, 29 July Secondary Interhouse Athletics Carnival

29 - 31 July Primary Parent-Teacher Interviews

Wednesday, 30 July Silly Sock Day

Thursday, 31 July NAIDOC Assembly

31 July - 1 August Year 8 Adventure Days

Friday, 1 August Secondary School Surf League

4 - 8 August Arts Week

Monday, 4 August Careers Expo

4 - 5 August Prep Vision Screening

Tuesday, 5 August Primary Interschool Athletics

Tuesday, 5 August Silver Trail

Wednesday, 6 August Yr 10 & 11 Subject Info Evening

Wednesday, 6 August Year 8 Ross River Excursion

Thursday, 7 August MAD Night

8 - 10 August Silver Dukes Practice Journey

10 - 16 August Year 6 Canberra Tour

11 - 15 August Science Week
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