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Hello,

Welcome to the July AITHM Newsletter. 
It has been an exciting time at AITHM 
in the months since our last newsletter, 
with the announcement of the Federal 
Government’s $42M contribution to 
AITHM, which matches the Queensland 
Government’s initial contribution to the 
institute. As some of you may have seen, 
we have also begun recruitment for a 
number of new positions within AITHM 
and I look forward to sharing with you 
the outcomes of this recruitment in future 
newsletters. We have also held a number of research meetings with AITHM 
staff regarding the development of research and these meetings will be 
ongoing.

Other highlights in the months since our previous newsletter include visits 
from Queensland Treasurer Tim Nicholls, Hon Christopher Pyne, MP, 
Minister for Education, Ewen Jones, MP, Member for Herbert and Senator 
the Hon Brett Mason and also the commencement of early works on our 
AITHM Townsville Facilities. Details of these activites are outlined in this 
newsletter, along with a number of other hghlights and important upcoming 
events, such as the 2014 AITHM/QTHA Australasian Tropical Health 
Conference.

Please visit our AITHM website (www.aithm.jcu.edu.au), where you can find 
details on all AITHM events, including upcoming speakers in our AITHM 
Seminar Series.

 

– Louis Schofield, Director AITHM

http://www.aithm.jcu.edu.au/index.htm
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North Queensland Children’s Research Foundation Fund

On behalf of the North Queensland Children’s Research Foundation, AITHM recently called for 
applications from Early Career Researchers in the area of children’s health and clinical research in 
northern Queensland.  In order to be successful, applicants were required to demonstrate that their 
research was interdisciplinary, collaborative, competitive, leveraged and involved clinical research 
or collaboration with clinical researchers.

 Assessment of these applications is in the final stages of completion and successful applicants will 
shortly be notified.

About the North Queensland Children’s Research Foundation Fund

The North Queensland Children’s Research Foundation was established to improve the health of 
children in North Queensland. Current research priority areas are research into the patterns of child 
health in North Qld; research into scientific mechanisms of diseases in children in North Qld and; 
research into the prevention of diseases in children in North Qld.

Research
AITHM researchers share in $400,00 Bellberry Limited Donation
Five AITHM researchers have each received $80,000 from a generous donation made to James 
Cook University from Bellberry Limited, a not-for-profit organization providing streamlined scientific 
and ethical review of human research projects across Australia. As a not for profit  company, Bellberry 
donates surplus funds back into the research community and the donation to JCU was made to 
support ‘near miss’ 2013 National Health and Medical Research Council project grant proposals, 
grant proposals from the 2013 project grant round that were highly ranked but which were not 
successful in receiving funding . This funding will allow the continuation and further development of 
these projects with the aim of securing competitive research funding in upcoming funding rounds.
Details of the Bellberry funding recipients are outlined below:

Professor Alan Baxter - ‘Bowel bacteria and diabetes’

Professor Jonathon Golledge - ‘Examining a pathway which protects the Aorta from weakening’

Professor Alex Loukas - ‘Hookworm protein suppresses Asthma’

Professor Norelle Daly - ‘Development of Anti-Cancer Compounds’

Professor Nick Smith - ‘Blocking the sexual development and transmission of the parasite 
Toxoplasma gondii’
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‘Project Planning and Management for Health Research’ Research Training 
Workshop
AITHM researchers Dr David MacLaren and Professor Rick Speare participated in the ‘Project 
Planning and Management for Health Research’ Research Training Workshop held at Atoifi Adventis 
Hospital in the Solomon Islands.

This workshop arose from an identified need by Atoifi and Australian researchers to improve project 
planning and management skills as it relates to infectious disease and health research. 67 participants 
were involved in the workshop, including community leaders and chiefs from East Kwaio, Hospital 
staff, College of Nursing staff and students, teachers, Malaita Provinical Government officials and 
community members. The workshop included both theoretical and practical aspects of research 
project planning and management, with opportunities for participants to work on actual research 
projects utilising the project planning and mangement theory discussed in earlier sessions. 

One such project was Professor Rick Speare’s ‘Elimination of Soil-transmitted Helminths (STHs) 
one village at a time’ project, which is supported by an AITHM 2013 Development Grant. Work 
on this projected involved a 2 day practical,conducted by Professor Rick Speare and Dr David 
MacLaren, where eighteen participants completed theory and practical sessions. Participants were 
offered the opportunity to be assessed by i) a theory exam and ii) demonstrating competencies 
in four laboratory techniques (preparation of direct smear; preparation of Kato Katz slide; use of 
microscope for STH examination; ability to identify STH eggs). The practial was highly successful 
with 14 of the 18 participants presented with a certificate of competency and 4 with a certificate of 
attendance. 

Triathlon in the Tropics - South Pacific Style
Dr David MacLaren’s work in the Solomon Islands also includes collaboration with Humpress 
Harrington, Director of Education, Atoifi Adventis College of Nursing and Lucy Taolo, Non-
Communicable Disease Program, Atoifi Adventis Hospital, on a ‘South Pacific Style’ triathlon on 
the island of Malaita. The aim of this triathlon was to encourage participants in a fun way to be 
active and reduce the risk of developing non-communicable disease related health problems. Non-
communicable diseases (NCDs) are increasing across the Pacific and in the Solomon Islands, 60% 
of all deaths are due to NCDs.  The ‘South Pacific style’ triathlon - which included paddling dugout 
canoes, lagoon swimming and bush track running - was recieved with much enthusiasm by all 
participants and the team are planning for the triathlon to be a quarterly event, which strengthens 
community participation, community action and public health outcomes. 

Extension of VecNet Funding
AITHM is pleased to announce that JCU, as a partner in the Vector-Borne Disease Network (VecNet), 
has received from the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation a $1.865M extension of funding to September 
2015, taking total funds received for this initiative to over $7M. 

VecNet is creating an open analytical framework that will assemble all known data on malaria 
transmission and facilitate interaction and communication between scientists to combat and 
eliminate this vector borne disease.  AITHM researchers Prof Tom Burkot and Dr Michelle Barker 
are the VecNet Orchestrator and Program Director.
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Paramedic Research Symposium

James Cook University recently hosted the Paramedic Research Symposium, on May 8th 2014 at 
JCU Cairns campus.

The symposium was sponsored by the Cairns and Smithfield Local Ambulance Committee, the 
Kenneth James McPherson memorial trust fund, and the JCU Community-based Health Promotion 
and Prevention Studies Group AITHM.

This symposium was the first of its kind to be held that combined Queensland Ambulance Service 
paramedics , intrastate and interstate  paramedic academics, paramedic managers and educators, 
and public health academics from JCU. 

Speakers included Professor Brian Maguire, CQU University , Dr Paul Jennings,  Monash University, 
Dr Emma Bosley, Director of  the Queensland Ambulance Operational Performance, Informational 
Metrics and Support  Unit and the Clinical Performance and Service Improvement  Unit,  and  
Queensland Ambulance Assistant Commissioners for both the Cairns and Cape York regions, Rod 
Sheather and Warren Martin.

Support from JCU, came via the Community-based Health Promotion and Prevention Studies Group 
AITHM  and the JCU Medical School and was facilitated  by A/Prof Alan Clough, Melanie Emmerick, 
Dr Linton Harris,  Mr Boris Pointing,  Dr David Maclaren,  A/Prof Kerrianne Watt and Dr Ronny 
Gunnerson.  

The symposium consisted of short presentations and facilitated discussions that exposed attendees 
to a number of pre-hospital and public health research projects.  Opportunity was programmed within 
the symposium for paramedics to discuss with researchers their own ideas on research topics.

Outcomes from the symposium are  that Queensland Ambulance Service paramedics in the northern 
region are developing ongoing research partnerships with JCU academics . Preliminary  discussions 
have established an opportunity for JCU and the Queensland Ambulance  Service to collaborate 
and share data in relation to current research projects being undertaken at JCU for example the 
Alcohol Management Plan Evaluation in Queensland Project

Left to right, Professor 
Brian Maguire CQU,  A/
Prof Alan Clough JCU, Dr 
Paul Jennings, Monash,  Dr 
Linton Harris JCU, Assistant 
Commissioner QAS Rod 
Sheather, symposium chair Mr 
Gavin Farry JCU
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Profiles
Professor Michael Oelgemöller, 
recipient of an AITHM 2013 

Development Grant
Associate Professor 
Michael Oelgemöller is 
a leading expert in green 
(solar) photochemistry, 
microflow photochemistry 
and photocatalysis. He 
received his Diploma 
from the University of 
Münster in 1995 and his 

PhD from the University of Cologne in 1999. 
He was a researcher at the ERATO-JST 
Photochirogenesis project in Osaka (1999-
2001) and at Bayer CropScience Japan in 
Yuki (2001-2004). From 2004-2008 he held a 
position as a lecturer in Organic and Medicinal 
Chemistry at Dublin City University, Ireland. In 
February 2009 he joined James Cook University 
in Australia as an Associate Professor in 
Organic Chemistry. He received the Kurt-Alder 
award of the University of Cologne in 2000 and 
the Bayer Employee award of the Research 
Centre in Yuki in 2004.

E-Mail: michael.oelgemoeller@jcu.edu.au
Homepage: http://www.jcu.edu.au/phms/
chemistry/staff/JCUPRD1_059861.html 

Tell us about your area of research?

My research is dedicated to applied and green 
photochemistry, so almost everything that 
deals with the chemical effects of artificial and 
natural light. Our projects span across the entire 
spectrum of pharmaceutical and chemical 
research, ranging from the development of 
miniaturized early drug discovery tools to 
the production of chemicals, photostability 
testing and photolytic degradation. All of these 
processes match seamlessly with JCU’s motto 

‘crescente luce – light ever increasing’.

What interests you about working in this area?

I ‘saw the light’ when I did a research project 
as an undergraduate student at the University 
of Münster, Germany. I have since been 
fascinated by the possibilities that light 
energy offers in terms of chemical synthesis, 
waste treatment or disease prevention. Many 
of these applications are not possible with 
conventional ‘dark’ methods. When I worked 
for Bayer CropScience, photochemistry was 
often blamed when a pesticide candidate 
failed in the field, however, proof was rarely 
provided. Instead, light can be very creative 
and it allows generating complex molecules 
with a ‘flick of a switch’. Alternatively, light 
can degrade chemical or microbial pollutants, 
which offers important medical, environmental 
or aquacultural applications. I personally enjoy 
our work on solar photochemistry and North 
Queensland’s 300 days of sunshine were 
one of the main reasons for me to come to 
Townsville from much less sun-blessed Dublin.

How do you see your research developing in 
the future?
We are well-known for our solar work and 
have successfully realized large technical-
scale productions of fragrances and platform 
chemicals. More recently, we went the 
opposite direction and have started work on 
continuous flow photochemical processing, i.e. 
‘lab & light on a chip’. I would like to combine 
these successful research streams and my 
group is currently building the first solar trough 
continuous flow capillary reactor. 

This reactor will be utilized for the synthesis of 
fragrances such as rose oxide or antimalarials 
such as artemisinin. This simple technology 
would enable local producers to add value 
to their products and commodities. We also 

http://www.jcu.edu.au/phms/chemistry/staff/JCUPRD1_059861.html
http://www.jcu.edu.au/phms/chemistry/staff/JCUPRD1_059861.html
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Figure 1: Microflow photoreactors: (A) UV-LED/microchip; (B) UV-panel/
dwell device; and (C) UV-fluorescent tube/multicapillary tower.

became interested in the solarthermal synthesis 
of insect repellents from local essential oils. We 
have done some laboratory experiments already 
and the results are remarkable. I hope we will 
be able to generate some proof-of-concept 
funding for this new project in the future. After 
all, prevention is always better than curing.

How has the AITHM funding helped your research 
develop?
The AITHM funding allowed me to match some 
seed funding from the Clinton Health Access 
Initiative. It was really rewarding when this 
large organization approached me some years 
ago regarding a potential collaboration on 
artemisinin. The idea behind this project is to 
realize the synthesis of this frontline antimalarial 
in a small production plant. Instead of a traditional 
centralized manufacturing, these mobile plants 
could produce on-site and on-demand where 
needed. This makes it especially attractive for 
some of our neighbours in the Pacific, especially 
PNG. If successful, the project could also open 
substantial follow-up funding from the Clinton 

Health Access Initiative. The project also nicely 
complements the existing activities of the AITHM 
on malaria.

What has been the highlight of your science 
career so far?
Thus far I have enjoyed a successful research 
career and have worked in a number of very 
different countries, spending time in the U.S.A, 
South Korea, Japan, Ireland and now Australia. 
None of that was ever in my mind when I started 
my degree in 1989. It is very rewarding when a 
breakthrough is achieved in a project or when 
results come together as a whole. I also enjoy 
working with the diversity of students in my 
group, which consists mainly of visiting students 
from all over the world. This international team 
has created a lively and creative environment. 
It would be great to be able to keep some of the 
students though.

What would you like to do in the future?
I am very open for collaborations and do not mind 
low- or even no-budget projects. Something I 
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Figure 2: Solar reactors: (A) CPC-reactor at JCU; and (B) PROPHIS-loop at the DLR in Germany.

would really like to pursue in the future is getting into health care. Some of our projects on small-
scale manufacturing of pharmaceuticals or water treatment could have a significant impact in rural 
and remote communities in the tropics. So my guiding principle is once again ‘crescente luce – light 
ever increasing’!

Profile, Dr Paula Clancy, recipient of 
an AITHM 2013 Development Grant

Dr Paula Clancy leads 
the HART-BEAT (Health 
Pracitioners And 
Researchers Together-
Blood, Endothelium 
and Tissue) research 
group at James Cook 
University, an alliance 
between laboratory 
based researchers, 
health practitioners 

and their patients within one research group to 
tackle the issues of diabetes and its associated 
complications.

Email: paula.clancy@jcu.edu.au

Tell us about your area of research?

So far my post-doctoral research has involved 
investigating protein signalling pathways in 
atherosclerosis. Using cultured human carotid 
atheroma explant culture I have investigated 
the impact of various commonly used drugs, 
such as angiotensin receptor blockers (ARBs), 
angiotensin converting enzyme inhibitors 
(ACEis) and statins on the chronic up-regulation 
of inflammatory mediators from the atheroma. 

Following on from my previous studies I have 
now set up a new research group called HART-
BEAT (Health practitioners And Researchers 
Together-Blood, Endothelium And Tissue) which 
aims to investigate secondary complications in 
diabetes, in particular cardiovascular disease; 
mental health issues, including depression and 
anxiety; impaired wound healing; and increased 
pathogenic infection. Inflammatory mediators, 
such as cytokines, proteases, growth factors and 
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thrombogenic proteins, play a key role in all of 
these health issues so the first aim of our studies 
is to determine individual biomarkers or groups 
of biomarkers associated with each secondary 
diabetic complication, for both type 1 and type 2 
diabetes. 

The next phase in the proposed studies will be 
to determine the impact of ARBs, ACEis and 
statins (these drugs are commonly prescribed 
to individuals with diabetes for hypertension 
and maintaining healthy cholesterol levels) on 
the expression of these proteins both in vivo 
in the patient and in vitro in a primary vascular 
cell culture system I have developed. Using 
mixed cultures stimulated with serum we can 
determine the signalling pathways up-regulated 
or down-regulated by the drugs. Combining the 
biomarker data and the signalling pathway data 
we aim to develop more targeted therapies for 
these drugs taking into account the diabetic 
individuals specific secondary complication 
issues. The collaboration of both clinicians and 
researchers in the same research group is 
designed to enable quick implementation of any 
new measures determined.

What interests you about working in this area?

I like the connection between pure laboratory-
based science determining protein interactions 
in signalling pathways and then investigating the 
actual impact of the drugs in the patient. HART-
BEAT also has a keen focus on Indigenous 
Australian health and we hope to determine 
measures to address the current inequity in 
general health within the Indigenous community 
and to improve their overall wellbeing.

How do you see your research developing in the 
future?

I am hoping to develop a strong research 
group with the common goal of improving 
patient treatment and care by investigating 

the secondary complications of diabetes from 
a range of perspectives. Due to our unique 
geographic location we are also planning to 
foster, encourage and mentor Indigenous 
students to follow a career in research. 

How has the AITHM funding helped your research 
develop?

My previous grant had run out, and the AITHM 
funding enabled me to focus purely on 1) writing 
the next round of grant applications in the time 
period when they were all due, 2) increase my 
number of publications to improve my chances 
of funding success and 3) further expand HART-
BEATs collaborations before I had to go and 
find other work whilst I wait to see if the grant 
applications have been successful at the end 
of the year. The first half of the year is when all 
the big grant applications are due and I would 
not have been able to submit as many NHMRC 
project grant applications as I did or add a few 
more publications to my CV to increase my 
chances of success without the AITHM funding. 
The AITHM funding also allowed HART-BEAT 
to submit a number of smaller university grants. 
So far from this group of grants we have had a 
successful faculty grant. 

Tell me about the highlight of your science career 
so far?

The successful development of a mixed, 
primary vascular cell culturing system designed 
to investigate the mechanisms of vascular 
inflammatory mediator signalling and up-
regulation. In my previous research I was reliant 
on sourcing fresh, diseased, human carotid 
atheroma tissue for the signalling blockade 
studies, which restricted my level of output and 
meant I used the whole 3 years of my NHMRC 
grant to collect data. This new technique 
will enable me to conduct extensive studies 
investigating the mechanisms of a far wider 
range of drugs than I could have using tissue. 



What would you like to do in the future? 

More of the same! 

At the moment our selection of potential biomarkers to be tested is hypothesis driven and determined 
by the fact that the proteins were detectable in the atheroma cultures. I am hoping to branch out 
into proteomics in the future to determine novel proteins impacted upon by the drugs routinely 
prescribed to individuals with diabetes.
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Visits
Queensland Treasurer announces site of AITHM research and training facility 
on Thursday Island
AITHM recently hosted Queensland Treasurer Tim Nicholls for the announcement of the site of the 
AITHM research and training facility on Thursday Island. The site is adjacent to the existing hospital 
on Thursday Island and the facility will specialise in infectious and chronic diseases research and the 
development of new treatments and vaccines for diseases such as malaria, dengue and tuberculosis.

Hon Christopher Pyne, MP, Minister for Education visits AITHM
The Hon Christopher Pyne, MP and Ewen Jones, MP, Member for Hebert recently paid a visit to 
AITHM Townsville. The ministers met with a number of AITHM researchers during the visit and were 
provided with an overview of AITHM, including current activities and future development. 

Qld Treasurer Tim Nicholls meets with AITHM 
researcher Professor Natkunam Ketheesan
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Australasian Tropical Health Conference 
7-9 September 2014, Palm Cove, Cairns

Register online http://alumni.jcu.edu.au/AITHMQTHA2014
Submit an abstract www.surveymonkey.com/s/2014ATHC 
www.aithm.jcu.edu.au/conference                       www.qtha.org.au/conference

Confirmed speakers:
Impact of environmental and demographic change 
on tropical health
• Graeme Hugo, University of Adelaide
• Peter Sly, University of Queensland
 Tuberculosis forum and panel discussion
• Chris Coulter, Medical Advisor TB CHRISP & 

Tuberculosis Control, QLD Health
• Emma McBryde, Burnet Institute
• Stephen Graham, University of Melbourne
AITHM & QTHA public talk 7th Sept 6pm
• George Milne, University of Western Australia 

Cairns dengue model
Asia/Pacific malaria control & elimination
• Ivo Mueller, WEHI
• Tom Burkot, James Cook University VECNet
• Steve Knowles, PNG Industry Malaria Initiative 

Apicomplexa control/elimination
• Jetsumon Sattabongkot Prachumsri, Mahidol 

University 
• Louis Schofield, AITHM & QTHA
• Nick Smith, James Cook University
Regulation of the host
• Lutz Krause, QIMR Berghofer Medical Research 

Institute
• Norelle Daly, James Cook University 
Environmental Drivers of infectious disease 
emergence & Impact of natural disasters and 
emergency response
• Archie Clements, Australian National 

University 
• Eric Nilles, Emerging Disease Surveillance & 

Response, WHO
HIV and Sexual Health
• Andrew Vallely, PNGIMR & UNSW

Join us in September 
to discuss the latest 
tropical health 
research in the 
region. 
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Centre Activity
Joint Centre Retreat
The Centre for Biodiscovery and Molecular Development of Therapeutics and Centre for 
Biosecurity and Tropical Infectious Diseases recently joined together to host a joint Centre Retreat 
at Fitzroy Island. This retreat, with its focus on early career researchers, was a great opportunity 
for these researchers to present their research to their peers and pitch for funds. 

Infrastructure
Commencement of work on AITHM Townsville Facilities
The AITHM Townsville Tropical Health Research and Training Facility and Translational Research 
Facility have reached the end of the design phase and are entering the construction phase, with 
early works commencing on the construction of new water and sewer mains that will service the 
buildings. 

AITHM Townsville Facilities Construction Timetables

2013 Final planning and design of AITHM Townsville Facilities
2014 Construction commences
2016 AITHM Townsville Facilities completed

Expressions of interest are currently been sought for work on the design phase of AITHM Cairns 
Buildings and initial surveying and town planning has commenced for AITHM Thursday Island  
facilities. 

Architectural drawings of the AITHM Townsville Tropical Health Research and Training Facility
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AITHM Staff Appointments
Dr Moira McCann, Project Manager – AITHM Townsville and Cairns Research 
Facilities 
The Project Manager - AITHM will manage facilities design and delivery from a functional laboratory 
perspective for the new AITHM Laboratories and Translational Research Facility being constructed 
in both Townsville and Cairns campuses.

Chris Wright, Laboratories Supervisor– AITHM Infection and Translational 
Facilities
The Laboratories Supervisor will manage the operational and safety aspects of the ATHM 
Laboratories and Translational Research Facility buildings. The Laboratories Supervisor will  also 
work in collaboration with the Project Manager - AITHM during the design and contruction phase of 
the buildings to ensure that the laboratory spaces and equipment meet the requirements of the end 
users and are fit for the purpose intended. The holder of this position will also manage the day to day 
running of the current PC3 Infection Facility in Building 87.

Deb Cavanagh, Secondment - Senior Administration Officer
The Senior Administration Officer, Brooke Fitzsimmons, will be commencing 12 months maternity 
leave from August 2014. AITHM is therefore delighted to announce that Deborah Cavanagh will be 
undertaking an internal secondment to the role from her current JCU position as School Manager, 
School of Arts and Social Sciences commencing July 2014 through to July 2015.   

Upcoming AITHM Seminars
Wed, 6 Aug, 1pm, Prof Heinrich Korner, Menzies Research Institute 
Tasmania, TNF in the immune response to Leishmania major. Can’t live without 
it! JCU Townsville Audio Visual Services room 001 (9-001) videolinked to Cairns 
A21.001 Teaching Annex.

Wed, 13 Aug, 3pm, Dr Gill Westthorp Charles Darwin University, Realist 
research and evaluation: the story so far JCU Cairns A3.2 Crowther Theatre 
videolinked to JCU Townsville 40-103 Padua theatre

Thu, 28 Aug, 1pm, Dr Justin Boddey, WEHI, Inhibition of the protein export 
pathway that delivers malaria virulence and remodelling proteins to the 
parasitised red blood cell JCU Cairns A21.001 Teaching Annex videolinked to 
JCU Townsville 40-103 Padua Theatre
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Upcoming AITHM Seminars continued...
Wed, 3 Sept, 1pm, Prof Rajeny Thomas , The University of Queensland 
Diamantina Institute, JCU Townsville 40-103 Padua theatre videolinked to JCU 
Cairns A3.2 Crowther Theatre

Wed 10 Sept, 1pm, Dr Ivan Poon, La Trobe University, Molecular Mechanism 
of Apoptotic Cell Disassembly JCU Cairns A3.2 Crowther Theatre videolinked to 
JCU Townsville 40-103 Padua theatre

Wed 24 Sept, 1pm, A/Prof Chris Sobey, Monash University, Inflammation 
and Immune Mechanisms of Brain Damage After Stroke JCU Townsville 40-103 
Padua theatre videolinked to JCU Cairns A3.2 Crowther Theatre

Wed 8 Oct, 1pm, Dr Mark Davies, Cambridge University, Streptococcol 
genomics JCU Cairns A3.2 Crowther Theatre videolinked to JCU Townsville 40-
103 Padua theatre

Thurs 9 Oct, 1pm, Dr Lynette Beattie, University of York Leishmania 
Immunology JCU Cairns D3  Cairns Institute Bld room 054 videolinked to JCU 
Townsville Building 134 Education Central - Room 010

Please email Lisa.Jones1@jcu.edu.au if you would like to arrange videolinks into any of the AITHM 
seminars, and if you have suggestions for future AITHM seminar speakers. All AITHM events are 
listed on the AITHM website www.aithm.jcu.edu.au/events and you can download the event flyers 
for more information.

AITHM media
Cairns-based parasitologist Dr Michael Smout won 
Australia’s first FameLab competition in May. 
Dr Smout used a large teddy bear, an oversized worm and a velvet liver to 
explain how liver parasites cause cancer, and how they might also assist in 
the development of treatments for non-healing wounds. Dr Smout went on 
to compete in the FameLab UK grand final. 
http://www.abc.net.au/radionational/programs/scienceshow/australian-
scientist-at-famelab-uk-grand-final/5608168


