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The 31st Annual Annandale Christian College Bush Dance was a terrific evening of whirling, 

twirling, clapping, foot stomping and generally having a ball.  The amazing band and our 

guest string ensemble provided plenty of rhythm and intricate finger picking music to 

encourage young and old to join in and dance.   I loved the way  parents, students and staff 

came together to celebrate and have fun together.   

 

We are grateful to all those who worked in the background to do the many jobs which 

needed doing.  All these tasks were done with joy because each person who helped knew 

that there is something special about lending a hand and being part of a team.   Thank you 

to all our parents for cooking yummy desserts and our staff for cooking a delicious BBQ. 

BUSH DANCE  
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words from the principal 
Greetings, 

 

During the last two weeks I have had the 

opportunity to travel and attend some inspiring 

conferences and meetings.   

Independent Schools Queensland hosted an 

event for non-government school leaders to assist 

in the delivery of the Australian Curriculum P-10 

and our school was well represented at this event 

with Mr Jones, Mr Lane, Mrs Price and myself in 

attendance. 

Mr Schneider and I attended another seminar, 

where the Queensland Curriculum & Assessment 

Authority provided the latest information on new 

courses of study for students in Years 11 and 

12.  The longstanding “OP” system will be 

replaced by the ATAR (Australian Tertiary 

Admission Rank) and will come into effect for our 

current Year 9 students.   Both Mr Schneider and I 

felt encouraged by what we heard.  Our 

secondary teachers are receiving professional 

development in these new courses of study and 

we have recently trialled one of the new 

‘external exams’ which will make up a 

mandated part of this new ATAR system. 

Please pray for our teachers as they seek to be 

faithful to teaching a Christ-centered education 

from a Biblical worldview while developing 

courses of study which meet the curriculum 

requirements.   

I also attended a seminar in Brisbane which 

focused on a range of legal issues which schools 

must keep abreast of in today’s complex society. 

Mr Dutton (Board Chair) and I also attended the 

Christian Education National (CEN) AGM which 

was held in Canberra.  This annual event links our 

College into the wider national body of Christian 

schools.  While the AGM is the formal necessary 

part of the event, CEN provides quality training 

for Principal’s and Board members to maximize 

the strength of school governance in each of the 

member schools.  This year they unveiled an 

Association building toolkit which provides school 

Boards with many practical ways to engage and 

encourage local Associations.  They highlighted 

the importance of having active, engaged, 

committed and focused Association members to 

ensure schools keep the 

vision and not forget why 

they were originally 

started.  I would like to 

encourage all our parents 

who love Jesus and love 

our College to consider 

joining our local Association (the Townsville 

Christian Education Association).  Speak to me if 

you wold like to know more. 

Following the AGM I attended the Christian 

Schools National Policy Forum which was also in 

Canberra.  This allowed me to engage with ‘big 

picture things’ which are happening at the 

national level such as the Gonski 2.0 funding 

legislation which was being debated in 

Parliament House.  (Personally I think this 

legislation would be a positive thing for our 

College students). 

After all this travelling it was great to get back to 

Townsville and catch up with our staff and 

students.  

We recently hosted a new event for our College 

called Taste of High School, which provided an 

opportunity for students in upper primary and 

lower secondary to come and see what our 

College has to offer.  We were very pleased with 

the number of families (both our College families 

and those from the wider community) who 

attended this event.  I’m particularly grateful for 

those teachers who provided excellent short 

learning experiences for the children to help 

them see the types of learning opportunities they 

have as High School students.  We received very 

positive comments regarding our facilities and 

the quality of the program.   

I would like to encourage all our families who 

appreciate the education their children are 

receiving at ACC to be ambassadors for the 

College and tell other families who may consider 

receiving a Christian education.  The best 

advertising is word of mouth from a trusted 

friend.  We all have a part to play in this role.   

 

Blessings 

Dan Clarke 
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CHICKENPOX 
There have been a few isolated cases of Chickenpox in Primary.  Chickenpox (varicella) is a highly 

contagious disease caused by the varicella-zoster virus.  The disease starts with cold-like symptoms such 

as a mild fever, headache, runny nose and cough. A day or two later a rash begins, starting as small 

pink blotches but rapidly progressing to itchy blisters which usually last three to four days before drying 

out and turning into scabs.  

Chickenpox is spread through coughing, sneezing and direct contact with the fluid in the blisters of the 

rash. The dry scabs are not infectious. Since shingles blisters also contain the virus, a person who has 

never had chickenpox can become infected with chickenpox from someone who has shingles. 

An individual with chickenpox is infectious for about one to two days before the onset of the rash and 

until the blisters have all scabbed, usually four to five days. The usual time between contact with the 

virus and developing the illness is about 14 to 16 days, although sometimes it can take longer. 

Students with chickenpox should be excluded from school for at least five days after the rash first 

appears and until dry scabs have replaced all blisters and the school notified. 

For more information please see: http://conditions.health.qld.gov.au/HealthCondition/

condition/14/217/23/Chickenpox-Varicella 

The Grade 5 students in Speech and Drama took a closer look at 

Australia in literature.   They studied a poem about Wattle.  
 

A colouring in competition was organized for Speech students from 

Annandale and Calvary Christian Colleges and Gabby’s entry won first 

place and second place went to a student from Calvary.  Gabby’s prize 

was a very large pouch of Textas. 
 

All     classes     have     room     for     more     students. 

Grade 5 class        Tuesday      7.45 a.m. to 8.45 a.m. 

Grade 6 class        Wednesday 7.45 a.m. to 8.45 a.m. 

Budding Stars Grades 2 – 4  Tuesday   3.00p.m. – 4.00 p.m. 
 

These classes give students the opportunity to speak up with confidence in a fun environment. 

For further information, contact Marjory Compton on: 0427 732 015 or  email: 

Marjory.compton@gmail.com  

SPEECH MATTERS 

News from the Junior Coding Club! 

 

 

    
Did you know that Bluebot robots can draw 2D shapes? In Junior Coding Club this week, we worked 

together to investigate how many different shapes our Bluebots could draw. We wrote algorithms to 

create some amazing patterns and shapes, including concentric and overlapping circles! 

 

If you are in Year 2, come and join us at the Junior Coding Club every Friday at first break in L2.  

See you at Coding Club!   Mrs Yates and Mr Frew.  

mailto:Marjory.compton@gmail.com
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Exams and Assessment 

Our Secondary Exam Block for this semester will run from Monday 12th to Friday 16th June 

for Years 8-12.  The exams will wrap up for Year 8 & 9 by the Wednesday, with normal 

classes resuming for them at the conclusion of exams.  Year 10-12 students have the 

option to study at home and attend school only for exams.  However, for this to happen, 

students must have an exemption form signed by a parent and abide by the guidelines: 

 The formal College uniform needs to be worn when students are present at the College. 

 Punctuality to exams is the student’s responsibility. 

 Paper and equipment necessary for successfully completing an exam is the student’s 

responsibility. 

 A medical certificate is required from students if they miss an exam.  Failure to supply a medical 

certificate is likely to result in a “Not Rated” result in each criterion on the exam paper.  This in turn 

may result in a “Not Rated” appearing for the subject on the Semester 1 Report. 

If a student is absent from College without a signed exemption form, they will be regarded as truant 

and parents contacted.  Students who do not have permission to stay at home for exams go to the 

Study Room G17.   

Further, it is that time of year again where there are many assessments due.  I remind students and 

parents that if there are legitimate reasons why an assessment item can’t be submitted on time, there 

are processes to address this in advance.  A handy ready reference for the assessment guidelines and 

procedures to organise extensions can be found on page 9 of the student diary.  

Dobbing vs Reporting 

You would probably have read the correspondence that I sent this week regarding our efforts to 

encourage our students to speak and act respectfully with each other, even when they may think 

they may be just mucking around or joking.  Today I would like to discuss the difference between 

‘dobbing’ and ‘reporting.’  This is something I often remind our students about on assemblies and 

which I share with you so the message can be reinforced at home as well.   
 

The main difference between dobbing and reporting is with motive and intent.  When someone is 

dobbing, the intent is to get the other person into trouble.  That is why dobbing is often associated with 

minor and trivial matters because the dobber is pointing out things that either don’t really concern 

them or affect them, or could be addressed without involving someone else.  Many students are 

reluctant to dob because they prefer to try and deal with it themselves first and only seek help if the 

behaviour continues.  In some instances, dobbing can be in itself a form of bullying because the intent 

of the person dobbing is to make life uncomfortable for the other person. 
 

In contrast, when someone ‘reports’ something, their motive is to get the behaviour to stop and to 

seek assistance to do so.  When a student reports something that is happening to them or to someone 

else, they are genuinely concerned and want to address the situation so that it does not continue.  As 

a Christian community, we all have a role to play in holding each other accountable, but do so out of 

love and concern for others.  At this school, I appreciate that our senior students will often draw to my 

attention negative interactions between students that they may notice, but are not noticed by 

teachers.  Their motivation is not to get other students into ‘trouble’, but rather that we have a student 

body who cares for each other and has positive relationships.   
 

I trust that this information is helpful if your child comes to you with a genuine concern that they may 

need help with addressing.  They are not a ‘dobber’ but have a legitimate right to report to those who 

are in a position to help.  
 

Mal Schneider 

From the Head of  Secondary 
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TISSUES 

Each term we ask our school families to supply a box of tissues.  

Tissue boxes are distributed to classrooms throughout the school for use 

by the students. Please donate one box of tissues to cover your family.    

Thank you. 

NEW 2017 | 

2018 Entertainment Books 

and Digital Memberships 

are available now! Books 

are available for purchase 

at the office.  Help raise 

funds to send our Year 6 

students to Canberra. 

Memberships  just 

$60 and you 

receive over 

$20,000 in 

valuable offers ! 

UN Youth Development Summit 

Bethany Bernardo, Ethan Craperi, Kallan 
Edwards, Beatrice Ledo-Tonin and Ella Morton

On Sunday, May 28th, five of our secondary 
students represented our college at the UN 
Youth Development Summit held at James 
Cook University. During the day-long summit, 
students looked at issues to do with post-
colonial Africa, investment and infrastructure, 
global multi-national corporations and 
development.  They, along with students from 
other local schools, learned a lot and had fun 
working through real-world scenarios, 
considering the difficulties faced by many 
developing countries. 

NEXT MEETING: Tuesday 6th June 

8.40am in E22 

(upstairs in the new building) 

Come & be involved in your kid’s school. 
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The secondary interschool 

Cross Country was held at 

Bicentennial Park on Tuesday 

the 23rd of May.  Annandale 

continued its success from the 

swimming carnival by winning 

the overall boys for ‘C’ 

schools.  Our girls narrowly 

missed out in replicating this 

feat with a close 2nd.  Our 

team won the 16 yrs boys, 

Open boys, 13 yrs girls and 

Open girls age groups. With 

well over 100 competitors in 

each of the events from all the secondary schools in Townsville and around North 

Queensland, our runners produced some fantastic results:  

 

Nathaniel Bernardo (33), Samantha Spearman (28), Gabriella Freeman (33), Hunter 

Hoodcamp (23), Catherine McClymont (17), Ebany Bashford (21),  Benjamin Boskell (31), and 

Alex Coutts (22).  

 

Well done to all the students who competed and a special thanks to Mrs Robertson who 

staffed a checkpoint for the day. 

David Robertson - Secondary HPE 

Next Thursday the 8th of June is the primary interhouse athletics carnival. Students are to be 

dropped off to school at the usual time and will catch a bus to the Townsville Sports Reserve. 

Students will arrive back to school prior to 3.00pm. 
 

Please make it a priority to place sunscreen on your child prior to dropping them off to school. 

Sunscreen will also be provided at the venue. Please also make sure your child has their 

school hat or an alternative wide brimmed hat if their hat has been lost. 
 

Excursion forms have been handed out and are due 

back on Monday the 5th of June so please make sure 

to return the medical form on time to help with 

organising the carnival. 
 

If you would like to help out on the day, please fill in the 

slip on the front of the excursion form and return back 

to school with the excursion form. 
 

Alina Gillam - Primary HPE 

SECONDARY INTERSCHOOL CROSS COUNTRY 

PRIMARY INTERHOUSE ATHLETICS CARNIVAL 
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DATES TO REMEMBER - TERM TWO & THREE 

Tuesdays  8.15 - 8.45am &   

3.00 - 3.30pm;   

Thursdays : 3.00 - 3.30pm  

Email: uniformshop@acc.qld.edu.au 

We have 167 members signed up to 

our new ACC Community Facebook 

page.   Join in on the conversations, 

questions and comments which are 

helping to build our community.  

Request today to join ACC 

Community page. 

Have you joined our 

Facebook 

Community? 

UNIFORM SHOP HOURS 
If you are unable to make it to the uniform shop 

in the hours listed, please email Heidi  at 

uniformshop@acc.qld.edu.au  

 

 Please advise what uniforms are needed 

(including size etc) and she will arrange for the 

uniforms to be available at the office for 

collection. 

June 8 Primary Interhouse Athletics - P-Yr 2 (am only)/Yr 3-6 All day 

June 12 - 16 Year 8 - 12 Exams 

June 16 Primary Music Assembly 

June 21 - 23 Year 7 and 11 Mungalli Falls Camp 

June 23 Last day of Term Two 

July 10 Pupil Free Day 

July 11 First day of Term Three 

July 13-14 Year 9 Camp 

July 20  Secondary Interhouse Athletics - Red Track 


